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Since 2001, ONG Raíces runs three centres for children and adolescents victims of sexual exploitation (two social centres in the Metropolitan region and another one in the region of Magallanes and Chilean Antarctic). All of them are financed by SENAME and implement a comprehensive intervention methodology focused on the best interest of children, combining therapeutic and recreational approaches that allow them to develop new capabilities and take their life back. It includes workshops based on theatrical pedagogy that led to the creation of a Theatre Company whose members are girls from the centres. ONG Raíces has carried out a series of research projects, such as an Exploratory Study on Trafficking of Children in Three Regions of Chile (2007) and a Study on the Characterisation of SEC in four regions of the country (2017, under the direction of the National Childhood Council). In the area of ​​awareness-raising/prevention, ONG Raíces has conducted several campaigns to address trafficking and sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, as well as training activities, workshops, seminars and conferences. It also undertook advocacy work to contribute to the elaboration of public policies, and to optimise the legislation for the benefit of children and adolescents whose rights are violated.
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ECPAT International is a global network of civil society organisations working for the eradication of all forms of sexual exploitation of children. For the past 29 years, ECPAT has acted as the international watchdog, monitoring States’ response to sexual exploitation of children, and advocating for robust international measures to protect children from sexual exploitation. ECPAT International currently has 111 network members operating in 97 countries. 
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ONG Paicabí was founded in 1996. It works on matters related to the Rights of the Child and its efforts are based on the high value it places on human rights, especially those of children. Its framework for action is the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It currently runs care centers in Valparaiso and Coquimbo regions. ONG Paicabí also works for the promotion of children’s rights, concentrating its efforts on prevention. It regularly organises regional campaigns, seminars and training courses to people who work in education and health, as well as to NGOs and institutions that work with children.
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[bookmark: _Toc527976438][bookmark: _Toc22141833]Context of this thematic report
1. [bookmark: _Ref482629778]In 2003, the Government of Chile (GoC) ratified the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (OPSC) and thus committed explicitly to combat child sexual exploitation (SEC) in Chile. In September 2015, through the adoption of the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development, the GoC re-committed explicitly to eliminate all forms of violence against children, including sexual abuse and exploitation.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Sustainable Development Goal Targets 5.2, 8.7 and 16.2.] 

2. [bookmark: _Toc467250034][bookmark: _Toc469224846][bookmark: _Toc475545794]This thematic report is submitted to the CRC Committee in the context of the Simplified Reporting Procedure (SRP). The purpose of the report is to provide the CRC Committee with background information and suggestions of questions for the List of Issues Prior to the Reporting (LoIPR).
3. The content of this report is based on ECPAT International’s desk research and work experience and knowledge of Corporación ONG Raíces and ONG Paicabí. The scope of this thematic report is limited to SEC and its different manifestations, including exploitation of children in prostitution;[endnoteRef:2] online child sexual exploitation (OCSE); child sexual exploitation materials or abuse materials (CSEM/CSAM);[endnoteRef:3] trafficking of children for sexual purposes; sexual exploitation of children in the context of travel and tourism (SECTT) [endnoteRef:4] and child, early and forced marriage (CEFM). [2:  ECPAT prefers the term ‘exploitation of children in prostitution’ instead of ‘child prostitution’ in line with the recently widely adopted Terminology Guidelines. ECPAT International. (2016). Terminology Guidelines for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, Adopted by the Interagency Working Group in Luxembourg, 28 January 2016. Bangkok: ECPAT International.]  [3:  ECPAT prefers the term ‘child sexual exploitation material’ or ‘child sexual abuse material’ over the often in legal context still used ‘child pornography’ in line with the recently widely adopted Terminology Guidelines. Ibid., 39.]  [4:  Ibid., 54.] 

[bookmark: _Toc527976440][bookmark: _Toc22141834]Current status and developments of sexual exploitation of children in Chile
4. In 2018, the country’s population was 18,729 million inhabitants, of which 4,450 million were under 18.[endnoteRef:5] Chile is the world’s 41st largest economy.[endnoteRef:6] It ranked 44th out of 189 countries in the latest Human Development Index released in 2018 by the United Nations Development Programme, indicating a very high human development.[endnoteRef:7] However, the country has the third highest income inequality among OECD member states.[endnoteRef:8] In 2017, 8.6% of the population was living below the national poverty lines according to the World Bank data,[endnoteRef:9] while 20.7% were in a situation of multidimensional poverty.[endnoteRef:10] Data from UNICEF revealed that 25.5% of Chilean children were in a situation of poverty in 2017,[endnoteRef:11] which puts them in a situation of special vulnerability to sexual exploitation. The last official estimates calculated by the ILO and the National Service for Minors (SENAME) date back to 2004 and point to 3,719 victims of SEC (80% of them girls), although it is not clear what forms of sexual exploitation are covered in this estimate.[endnoteRef:12] As ONG Raíces and Corporación Opción wrote in 2016,[endnoteRef:13] those numbers are likely to have increased in recent years. As reported by media, data from the prosecution office show indeed that 7,534 cases were documented between 2013 and July 2018.[endnoteRef:14] [5:  UNICEF. (2019). “The State of the World’s Children 2019: Children, food and nutrition – growing well in a changing world”. 192.]  [6:  The World Bank. (September 19). GDP Ranking Table 2018.]  [7:  UNDP. (2018). “Briefing note for countries on the 2018 Human Development Report - Chile”. 2.]  [8:  OECD. (2019). Income Inequality (indicator).]  [9:  The World Bank. (2019). Open Data – Chile.]  [10:  Ministerio de Desarollo Social. (2018). Encuestra Casen 2017 – Situacion de Probeza – Síntesis de Resultados. 111.]  [11:  UNICEF (2017). Construir el futuro. Los niños y los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible en los países ricos. Report Card n.° 14 de Innocenti. 11. ]  [12:  OIT. (2004). Estudio de la explotación sexual comercial infantil adolescente en Chile. 66.]  [13:  El Dínamo. (2016). “Las cifras negras de la explotación sexual infantil en Chile”.]  [14:  El Tiempo. (2018). “Cada mes se detectan más de 100 niños explotados sexualmente”.] 

5. Chile is a source, transit and destination country with regard to child trafficking for sexual exploitation. In 2018, 19 persons were prosecuted for human trafficking (compared to 13 in 2017) and nine individuals were convicted (compared to 3 in 2017). Among those, four were convicted for child sex trafficking but did not actually serve time in prison as they received between three to five years of probation.[endnoteRef:15] ONG Raíces – which often participates in trials as expert witnesses – reported that an important trial took place in early 2019, which set the precedent for increasing sentences for child sexual offenders.[endnoteRef:16] In 2018, a new protocol for prosecutors and attorney advisors for the investigation of crimes related, inter alia, to child trafficking for sexual exploitation was developed and a new software system to track the complicity of government officials in trafficking crimes was instituted.[endnoteRef:17] No data about the actual impact of these mechanisms have been made public. [15:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 139.]  [16:  Personal communication with ONG Raíces, 30th October 2019.]  [17:  Ibid., 139. Note that, given its continued and serious efforts, the 2019 U.S Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Report places Chile on Tier 1.] 

6. There are no available up-to-date statistics on the exact scope of sexual exploitation of children in prostitution in Chile. A 2017 study conducted by the National Childhood Council (NCC) and ONG Raíces (hereinafter ‘the NCC study’) revealed that among 2,608 cases of SEC investigated by the Public Ministry between 2005 and 2017, 45,9% were linked to the promotion or facilitation of exploitation of children in prostitution.[endnoteRef:18] According to the U.S Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP), four individuals were convicted for this offence on children in 2018, compared to 26 in 2017.[endnoteRef:19] [18:  Out of the 2,608 victims, 2,090 of them were girls and 518 were boys. See: Consejo Nacional de la Infancia. (2017). "Caracterización de las formas de Explotación Sexual Comercial de Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes".37; Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. (2017). “Tercer Marco para la Acción contra la Explotación Sexual Comercial de Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes 2017–2019”. 15.]  [19:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 139.] 

7. According to the Undersecretariat of Tourism, 3,199,945 foreign tourists visited the country in 2019.[endnoteRef:20] According to the NCC study, there is no evidence suggesting that there are instances of SECTT in the country, even though it highlighted the need to further investigate specific dynamics that could potentially qualify as such.[endnoteRef:21] As of October 2019, 11 companies based/or operating in Chile were members the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism.[endnoteRef:22] [20:  Subsecretaria de Turismo. (2019). “Llegada de turistas extranjeros a Chile según Nacionalidad o Paso Fronterizo. Serie enero 2008 – agosto 2019”.]  [21:  Consejo Nacional de la Infancia. (2017). “Caracterización de las formas...". 96.]  [22:  The Code. (2019). Members of The Code.] 

8. In 2018, there were more than 134 mobile cellular subscriptions per 100 people and 82.33% people using the Internet.[endnoteRef:23] In 2018, a nationwide survey of over 3,700 children aged 5 to 18 revealed that 85% had a mobile phone, 78% spent more than one hour per day on the Internet, and 22% were in contact with strangers through social networks.[endnoteRef:24] The number of investigations linked to the distribution of CSAM led by the Cybercrime Investigation Brigade (CIB) of the Investigations Police of Chile (PDI) increased from 277 in 2012 to 1,060 in 2018.[endnoteRef:25] In October 2018, after a year of investigation, the CIB dismantled a network of offenders, leading to the detention of eight persons[endnoteRef:26]. Operations against CSAM crimes are carried out regularly: at least ten persons, including teachers, officials and foreigners, were arrested in early September 2019.[endnoteRef:27] [23:  International Telecommunication Union. (2018). Chile Profile.]  [24:  Internet Segura y Ciudadanía Digital. (2018). “Radiografía Digital de VTR: Instagram y Youtube son los favoritos de los niños y jóvenes de Chile”.]  [25:  Policía de Investigaciones de Chile. (2019). Cuenta Pública 2019. ]  [26:  T13. (2018). “PDI detiene a ocho personas al desbaratar gigantesca red de pornografia infantil”. ]  [27:  Panamá América. (2019). ”Docente vinculado a red de pornografía infantil se mantendrá bajo detención provisional”.] 

9. There is limited information on CEFM in Chile. As reported by media, statistics from the Civil Registry revealed that 2,242 children (92% of them girls) married between 2009 and 2018.[endnoteRef:28] In 2017 only, 327 children married, which represents an increase of 13% compared to the numbers of 2016.[endnoteRef:29] According to media report, the Civil Registry also revealed that between 2009 and 2018, there were 317 marriages of children under 18 years of age that were carried out in foreign countries but were officially registered by the GoC.[endnoteRef:30]  [28:  Capital. (2019). “Matrimonio infantil en Chile: Crecer de golpe”.]  [29:  Emol. (2018). “Matrimonio infantil en Chile: Mas de 300 menores de edad se casaron el 2017”. ]  [30:  Capital. (2019). “Matrimonio infantil en Chile: Crecer de golpe”.] 

[bookmark: _Toc22141835]General measures of implementation, coordination and evaluation 
10. In contrast to the previous versions, Chile’s third Framework for Action against SEC (2017-2019) was developed without input from civil society. The organisations that work with SENAME in assisting SEC victims were merely requested to commit to the strategies elaborated by the GoC.[endnoteRef:31] It features five lines of action to be implemented by a governmental ministries and agencies in cooperation with civil society.[endnoteRef:32] The provisions of the FfA address some – but not all[endnoteRef:33] – of the key challenges identified by civil society in the second FfA (2012-2014).[endnoteRef:34] [31:  Personal communication with ONG Raíces, 30th October 2019.]  [32:  I.e. analysis of the problem and of its scope; prevention; early detection; sanction of the offenders and protection of the victims; restoration of the rights of and reparation of the damage suffered by the victims. Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. (2017). Tercer Marco para la Acción contra la Explotación Sexual Comercial de Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes 2017–2019.]  [33:  In particular, they do not provide for the effective participation of children in all the activities laid down in the FfA, nor do they mention the re-establishment of the National Observatory on SEC.]  [34:  Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. (2017). Tercer Marco para la Acción contra la Explotación Sexual Comercial de Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes 2017–2019.] 

11. The FfA 2017-2019 is integrated in the National Action Plan for Childhood and Adolescence 2018-2025 (NAPC) adopted by the GoC with the collaboration of UNICEF in March 2018. The NAPC features concrete actions to improve the data collection on SEC victims and the ambulatory services to assist them.[endnoteRef:35] The NAPC will be evaluated in December 2019. However, reportedly no concrete actions and/or strategies have actually been taken in practice.[endnoteRef:36] [35:  Gobierno de Chile. (2017). Plan de Acción Nacional de Niñez y Adolescencia 2018-2025, en el marco de la Agenda de Desarrollo Sostenible 2030 y las Observaciones del Comité de los Derechos del Niño al Estado de Chile 2015.]  [36:  Personal communication with ONG Raíces, 30th October 2019.] 

12. The Executive Secretariat of the FfA, composed by representatives from SENAME, the NCC (now the Undersecretariat for Childhood) and the Ministry of Justice, is the body responsible for elaborating and monitoring the implementation of the FfA 2017-2019. ONG Raíces pointed out that the majority of the organisations that work, either directly or indirectly, towards assisting SEC victims do not know about the Executive Secretariat, which could seriously undermine its impact.
13. The Intersectorial Table on Human Trafficking is currently implementing the National Action Plan against Human Trafficking of 2015-2018[endnoteRef:37] and working on the formulation of the one for 2019-2022.[endnoteRef:38] Both the Intersectorial and the Regional Tables –created in 2018 – routinely organise seminars, workshops and training activities to raise awareness on human trafficking.[endnoteRef:39] [37:  Mesa Intersectorial sobre Trata de Personas. Plan de Acción Nacional contra la Trata de Personas. ]  [38:  Ministerio del Interior y Seguridad Publica. (2019). “Gobierno reafirma compromisos para eliminar el trabajo infantil y la trata de personas”.]  [39:  See for example: Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. (2019). Mesa Intersectorial Regional de Trata de Personas y la Ilustre Municipalidad de Maipu coordinada con la Seremi RM de Justicia y DDHH, realizaran seminario sobre detección y prevención de Trata de Personas.] 

[bookmark: _Toc22141836]Prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
14. In 2006, the ILO and ONG Raíces launched the “No Hay Excusas” campaign to raise awareness about SEC.[endnoteRef:40] Governmental agencies, civil society and even artists adhere and participate to the campaign every year on May 18, National Day against SEC.[endnoteRef:41] In 2017, the NCC study deplored however the nonexistence of dedicated government-led campaigns to raise awareness about SEC – the last one dating back indeed to 2007. It also highlighted the insufficient number of training activities involving private and public sectors in the prevention of SEC. Trainings are usually organised by civil society, even though financing often is an issue.[endnoteRef:42] The NCC study however noted that some progress had been achieved in sensitising actors from health services, schools, universities and family courts.[endnoteRef:43] ONG Raíces reported that the Health Service initiated a process of elaboration of protocols for SEC and trafficking in persons, but its implementation is going very slowly.[endnoteRef:44]  [40:  Soy Chile. (2015). “#NoHayExcusas: llaman a denunciar la explotación sexual infantil”; Expresso. (2013). “‘No Hay Excusas’, Chile con la prevención de delitos sexuales en turismo”.]  [41:  OIT. (2019). IPEC: Campaña No hay excusas.]  [42:  Personal communication with ONG Raíces, 30th October 2019.]  [43:  Consejo Nacional de la Infancia. (2017). “Caracterización de las formas...". 161-164. ]  [44:  Personal communication with ONG Raíces, 30th October 2019.] 

15. In its third FfA, the GoC developed several initiatives to prevent SECTT, such as the organization of workshops in all regions of the country to raise awareness of the tourism sector.[endnoteRef:45] In 2016, as part of the “No Hay Excusas” campaign, governmental agencies required that messages informing tourists that sexually exploiting children is a crime be included in the migration card given to visitors arriving in the country and be displayed at the Santiago airport and border areas.[endnoteRef:46]  [45:  Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. (2017). Tercer Marco para la Acción contra la Explotación Sexual Comercial de Niños, Niñas y Adolescentes 2017–2019, 28-30.]  [46:  UNICEF. (2016). “Government, civil society and private sector responses to the prevention of sexual exploitation of children in travel and tourism – A Technical Background Document to the Global Study on Sexual Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism”.] 

16. In March 2018, the PDI launched its second awareness raising campaign against online grooming in cooperation with local NGO Fundación Honra. On this occasion, several awareness raising seminars were conducted in high schools from the region Metropolitana, reaching more than 500 students; and several video clips were produced.[endnoteRef:47] [47:  Publimetro. (2018) “Grooming: PDI lanza campaña de sensibilización contra los agresiones sexuales en internet”.] 

17. The GoC increased prevention efforts regarding trafficking: it created, published and began implementation of a new national action plan (2019-2022); and conducted multiple awareness campaigns. In October 2019, in the frame of the Intersectoral Table on Human Trafficking , the Chilean national police force, together with the Public Ministry and the Ministry of Interior, held a “Training Day” and launched a communication campaign (#ChileSinTrata) to raise awareness about this crime and promote its investigation and criminal prosecution.[endnoteRef:48] In collaboration with SENAME, SERNATUR also continued its certification of tourism establishments that adhere to norms for the prevention of trafficking of children for sexual purposes.[endnoteRef:49]  [48:  Ministerio del Interior y Seguridad Publica. (2019). “Carabineros de Chile lanza Campaña preventiva contra la Trata de Personas”.]  [49:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 140.] 

[bookmark: _Toc22141837]Prohibition of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
18. Chile does not have a specific law to prevent and combat SEC.[endnoteRef:50] In September 2019 the Senate approved the draft law on a System of Guarantees for the Rights of Childhood. This project includes provisions to ensure children are protected against violence, sexual abuse, trafficking or any type of exploitation.[endnoteRef:51]  [50:  Cooperativa. (2017). “ONG critica que Chile no tenga ley contra la explotación sexual”.]  [51:  Cámara de Diputados de Chile. (2018). “Proyectos de Ley en tramitación - Sistema de garantías de los derechos de la niñez”.] 

19. Regarding the age of sexual consent, it is worth noting that the Penal Code punishes sexual relations with children under 14 with prison sentences from five to 20 years.[endnoteRef:52] However, when involving same-sex relations, prison sentences only range from 61 days to three years.[endnoteRef:53] In addition to being discriminatory in nature, this lower penalty could create prejudicial normative conflicts when it comes to cases of SEC. [52:  Código Penal, Articulo 362 ]  [53:  Código Penal, Articulo 365.] 

20. Several provisions of the Penal Code address the issue of exploitation of children in prostitution. Article 367ter punishes sexual relations with children over 14 in exchange of money or other benefits with prison sentences from three to five years.[endnoteRef:54] Article 367 punishes the promotion and facilitation of exploitation of children in prostitution with prison sentences from three to five years; or from five to 20 years if the offence is committed on a habitual basis.[endnoteRef:55]  [54:  Código Penal, Articulo 367ter.]  [55:  Código Penal, Articulo 367.] 

21. Article 411quáter of the Penal Code defines the offence of human trafficking and punishes any person who captures, transfers, harbours or receives children for the purpose of any form of sexual exploitation, including pornography, with prison sentences from ten to 15 years.[endnoteRef:56] The same penalty applies to persons who promote, facilitate or fund the execution of the offence of child trafficking.[endnoteRef:57]  [56:  Código Penal, Articulo 411quáter, al. 2.]  [57:  Código Penal, Articulo 411quáter, al. 3.] 

22. SECTT as such is not explicitly criminalised in the Penal Code. Although other SEC-provision could apply, a separate legal offence would help to assess its incidence and scope, as there are currently no cases tracked. 
23. The Penal Code punishes the production, commercialisation, importation, exportation, distribution, dissemination and exhibition of CSAM with prison sentences from three to five years.[endnoteRef:58] The Penal Code also criminalises acquisition and possession of CSAM with prison sentences from 541 days to three years.[endnoteRef:59] These provisions do not apply to virtual/digitally generated material, as the definition of CSAM specifically requires the participation of children in its production.[endnoteRef:60] No legal provision requires Internet service providers to report suspected CSAM to the authorities.[endnoteRef:61] [58:  Código Penal, Artículos 366 and 374bis.]  [59:  Código Penal, Articulo 374bis.]  [60:  Código Penal, Articulo 366quinquies.]  [61:  International Centre for Missing & Exploited Children. (2016). “Child Pornography: Model Legislation and Global Review”. 33.] 

24. Article 5 of the Law on Civil Marriage sets 16 as the minimum age for marriage for both boys and girls.[endnoteRef:62] However, children under 18 cannot marry without the consent of their parents, closest ascendants or legal guardian according to article 107 of the Civil Code.[endnoteRef:63] As raised in 2018 by the CEDAW Committee,[endnoteRef:64] the government should raise the minimum age for marriage to 18 years without exceptions. A draft law in this regard (Bulletin No. 9850-18) has actually been pending before the Family Commission of the Chamber since 2015; but even if enacted, it would still permit the marriage under the age of 18 years in exceptional circumstances.[endnoteRef:65]  [62:  Ley de Matrimonial Civil, Articular 5.]  [63:  Código Civil, Articulo 107.]  [64:  CEDAW. (2018). 69th session: Concluding Observations on the seventh periodic report of Chile. para. 50.]  [65:  Emol. (2018). “Matrimonio infantil en Chile: Mas de 300 menores de edad se casaron el 2017”.] 

25. In July 2019, a bill was signed into law to remove the statute of limitations on sex crimes involving children. The new law applies to crimes of rape, sexual abuse, the production of CSAM and exploitation of children in prostitution[endnoteRef:66]; but is not retroactive.[endnoteRef:67] [66:  República de Chile – Senado. (2019). “Imprescriptibilidad de delitos sexuales contra menores: con contundente respaldo avanza proyecto que terminara con la impunidad”.]  [67:  Corte Suprema de Chile. (2018). Informe Proyecto de Ley 42-2018.] 

26. Article 6 of the Penal Code excludes systematic extraterritorial jurisdiction, except in the cases specifically provided by law.[endnoteRef:68] No specific legal provisions currently allow extraterritorial jurisdiction for the offences covered by the OPSC. Extradition procedures are addressed in articles 431 to 454 of the Penal Procedure Code.[endnoteRef:69]  [68:  Código Penal, Articulo 6.]  [69:  Código Procesal Penal, Artículos 431 to 454.] 

27. Article 647 of the Penal Procedure Code allows for extradition if an offence qualifies as extraditable under a specific treaty or, in the absence of applicable provisions, under the general principles of international law. The Supreme Court clarified that these principles include, among others: double criminality, minimum gravity and competence of the requiring State to prosecute.[endnoteRef:70]  [70:  Dirección de Estudios de la Corte Suprema. (2017). “Extradiciones pasivas – Informe de metas de gestión, 4° trimestre”. 20.] 

[bookmark: _Toc22141838]Protection of the rights of child victims
28. The first national children’s ombudsman, La Defensoria de la Ninez, entered into force in June 2018. 
29. Article 53 of the Penal Procedural Code gives the Public Ministry responsibility for exercising criminal public action to prosecute offences against children; and it is prohibited to abandon proceedings.[endnoteRef:71] Article 78bis requires the Public Ministry to adopt the necessary measures to ensure the protection of the victims of human trafficking during criminal process, bearing in mind their special vulnerability. It states that public bodies in charge of the protection of child victims must facilitate their access to tailored services to ensure their full recovery and family re-association.[endnoteRef:72] In addition, judges can assign new legal guardians to child victims of trafficking if they lack one or if their current ones do not act in accordance with their best interests.[endnoteRef:73]    [71:  Código Procesal Penal, Artículos 53 and 56.]  [72:  Código Procesal Penal, Articulo 78bis al. 2.]  [73:  Código Procesal Penal, Articulo 78bis al. 3.] 

30. Article 191bis of the Penal Procedural Code establishes a derogatory procedure for the participation in criminal proceedings of children victims of sexual offences.[endnoteRef:74] In January 2018, the GoC promulgated Law 21.057, which establishes new rules of procedure to protect the best interest of child victims of grave offences, including SEC.[endnoteRef:75] In 2018, the Ministry of Interior increased legal representation of child victims through Chile’s “My Lawyers program”.[endnoteRef:76] [74:  Código Procesal Penal, Articulo 191bis.]  [75:  Ministerio de Justicia y Derechos Humanos. (2018). “Ley 21.057: Regula entrevistas grabadas en video y, otras medidas de resguardo a menores de edad, víctimas de delitos sexuales”.]  [76:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 140.] 

31. SENAME, created in 1979 to assist child victims of human rights violations, designed and implemented a dedicated Specialised Programme on Commercial Sexual Exploitation (PEE) to assist SEC victims and secure their effective access to a remedy. The PEE features 18 projects run by partner agencies and organisations in 12 regions and recently opened an additional programme. There is however, an ongoing investigation led by the Western Metropolitan Prosecutor’s Office, on behalf of the National Prosecutor’s Office, into crimes of SEC at SENAME-affiliated care facilities.[endnoteRef:77] In 2018, SENAME provided 3 billion Chilean pesos ($4.33 million) to victim services compared with 2.95 ($4.26 million) in 2017; and assisted 1,459 children compared with 1,350 in 2017.[endnoteRef:78]  [77:  Cámara de Diputados. (2019). “Investigan casos de explotación sexual comercial de menores”. ]  [78:  Ibid., 139-140.] 

32. In 2017, The NCC study pointed out that the effective protection of the rights of SEC victims is undermined by a lack of access to mental health services and drug addiction treatments, as well as by an insufficient number of shelters.[endnoteRef:79] In 2019, the U.S. Department of State’s TIP denounced that the GoC did not fund most NGOs providing victim assistance.[endnoteRef:80] [79:  Consejo Nacional de la Infancia. (2017). “Caracterización de las formas...". 167-169.]  [80:  U.S. Department of State. (2019). Trafficking in Persons Report. 140.] 

33. The NCC study reported that some regional public prosecutor’s offices and PEEs established permanent working groups. These initiatives allowed the development of joint action protocols to better protect the rights of SEC victims, improve reporting mechanisms and ensure a better coordination between PEEs and prosecutors. Where implemented, it led to a significant decrease in secondary victimisation at the local level. It also helped regional prosecutors adapt their investigative methods in order to make them more efficient and respectful of the best interest of SEC victims.[endnoteRef:81]  [81:  Ibid., 154-156.] 

34. In September 2016, the CIB and Google Chile launched a specific tool against online child sexual abuse. Whenever a search with terms related to “child pornography” is conducted, an ad stating that “child pornography is illegal” will appear automatically, along with a link inviting the user to report CSAM to or to seek help from the CIB.[endnoteRef:82] No data about the actual impact of this initiative has been made public. Dedicated helplines to report children’s rights violations, including SEC, are run by SENAME, the Carabineros and Fundacion Integra.[endnoteRef:83] Civil society reports a lack of public knowledge in those mechanisms.[endnoteRef:84] In 2017, The NCC study pointed out that law enforcement agencies do not have dedicated units to investigate sexual offences; and that their efforts are undermined by a lack of resources.[endnoteRef:85]  [82:  La Tercera. (2016). “Google y PDI lanzan iniciativa contra la pornografía infantil”.]  [83:  See: FonoInfacia; Fononiños; SENAME.]  [84:  Personal communication with ONG Raíces, 30th October 2019.]  [85:  Consejo Nacional de la Infancia. (2017). “Caracterización de las formas...". 157-158.] 

[bookmark: _Toc22141839]List of suggested issues to be presented to the Government of Chile
· Did the GoC take steps to ensure systematic extraterritorial jurisdiction for SEC-related crimes? Are there any plans to include SEC-related crimes as extraditable offences?
· Are there any plans to increase funding and services for victim protection efforts?
· Are there any plans to expand access to specialized shelters for victims, especially minor victims? 
· What measures have been taken to ensure that these shelters are properly funded, staffed by well-trained personnel and able to offer integrated services (psychological, legal, medical, etc.)?
· 
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