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- Thank you Mr Charrper son'

_ Mr Chalrperson
D15t1ngu1shed members of the Committee o

‘ Allow me first to’ express my delegatron S greetmgs at this hlstor1c dlalogue with
- distinguished members of the Commrttee durmg Ethiopia’s presentatron of its

~ initial 1mplementatron report under the Conventlon against torture other cruel

1nhuman and degradmg treatment or punlshrnent

'My delegatlon takes thls opportumty to express 1ts gratrtude and apprecratlon to the.

- Secretarrat of the Commrttee for providing the necessary support and mforrnatlon '

: Wthh has greatly facﬂltated the preparatron by our delegatron for today S

‘vlmportant d1alogue I Would also like to eXpress the apprec1at10n of my -

o '-government to the- Ofﬁce of the H1gh Commlssmner for Human R1ghts for the

techrncal and financial - support 1t ‘has 50 “generously provrded both in the =

preparatlon of the report and in facﬂrtatmg the part1c1patron of some of the

' members of my delegatron in this meetmg

‘.Eth1op1a S delegatron is composed of ofﬁ01als from the M1n1stry of Forelgn e
Affairs, Ministry of Justlce F ederal Pohce Commrssmn and the F ederal PI‘lSOIl
:Admmrstratron Comrmssron Tam conﬁdent that the composruon of our delegatron
and the unique expertrse and skill of each member will allow us undertaken a
. .ﬁultful dlscussron on a range of pohcy and techmcal issues pertalmng to the

_1mplementatron of the Conventron

Mr Cha1rperson |

Ethlopra s initial report under the Conventlon agamst torture, other cruel 1nhuman S

and degradmg treatment or pumshment has been long overdue 1ndeed S1nce the




o fall of the mrhtary Junta in 1991 Ethropra has made major strrdes in the promotron

and protectron of human rrghts through the consolrdatron of its new constrtutlonal |

-'.drspensatron and democratrc governance Whlle numerous achlevement s have
- been registered i 1n several sectors in the past two decades in helprng the cou;ntry to

move closer to- the fullest realrzat1on of the prov131ons of the Conventron the

problem assocrated Wrth capamty and ﬁnancral constraints stood in the way of

-Ethropla s ability- to present 1ts report within the one year perlod followmg its

'accessron to the Conventron on 14 March 1994 as requlred under the relevant ’

prov151on of the Conventlon

‘ The Government of Ethiopia has taken several pOSitive steps to address its‘lack of
~capacity in meetlng its international human rrghts reportrng obhgat1ons Tthas done :
' _'so including by foster1n<I and promotrnc closer cooperatron Wrth relevant local and |
- International institutions. One such key mstrtutron has been the Office of the ngh"
Commrss1oner for Human Rrghts (OHCI—IR) Wrth which the Government of

| , Ethropla has 61’1_] joyed a very effectrve and exemplary relatronshrp ancl cooperatron

This exemplary cooperatiOn “between the GoVernrnent' and the OHCHR has "
posrtroned Ethrop1a to complete and present its overdue reports under a number of
. key international human rrghts 1nstruments namely, the Internatlonal Covenant on

-~ Civil and Political R1ghts the Internat1onal Covenant on Social, Economlc and", |

'Cultural Rights, the Internatronal Conventron on the Ehmrnatron of all forms of

Drscrrmlnatron agarnst Women the Conventron agarnst Racial Drscrlmrnatron and

the Convention on the nghts of the Chrld Whrle the reports for CERD, CEDAW

_ and CRC represent Ethropla S perrodlc reports the reports for the two international

e covenants hke the report presented to this Commrttee are presented for the first

t1me Moreover Ethropra had also gone through What was a very . successful ',

- 'assessment of its human rrghts performance under the Un1versal Per10d1c Revrew -




of the Umted Natrons Human Rrghts Councrl Durlng the _UPR revrew a .

o comp1lat1on of documents from a range of treaty bodres on the country’s human .

| rights performance has been consrdered by members and observers of the Council.

: Ethlopla accepted a great ‘many of the UPR recommendatlons a consrderable ‘

' number of wh1ch have drrect and 1nd1rect bearrng on the 1mplementat10n of the

Conventlon

A Memorandum of Understandmg has been srgned between the Government and

' the OHCHR ofﬁce for Eastern and Horn of Afr1ca based in Add1s Ababa that‘

' facﬂltates not only the aforementroned cooperat1on on report preparatlon but on a_ |

| . rancre of key. act1v1t1es Whrch also include strengthenrng of the capacity of natlonal

human rrghts 1nst1tut10ns human r1ghts education and awareness creatron and

trammg for law enforcement ofﬁcers and pr1son admmrstrauon Beyond 1ts'

- relations w1th the OHCHR, the government. also encourages the part101patron of

B Crvrc Soc1ety Orgamzatlons

Mr Chanperson

' The methodology used for the preparatlon of this report has been both partrcrpatory | o

and comprehens1ve It has scrupulously followed the Guldehnes for CAT. F ederal-'

and regional government mstrtutrons ‘national human rrghts Commissions, CSOs |

'»academro 1nst1tutrons partrcrpated in the process A natlonal inter-ministerial

platform had been estabhshed with members drawn from ‘a number of key

_ government institutions. Thrs body was supported by an expert comm1ttee The' B

varrous consultauons held prlor to the preparatlon and ﬁnalrzatlon of the reportb

helped create wider awareness and garner broader partrcrpauon from all those _

r

- concerned. .




| : The report is complemented wrth the Common Core docu‘nent whrch I believe the
drstmgulshed members of thrs Comm1ttee had the opportumty to cons1der The
| core document, Wthh has been prepared based on the Internatronal Human R1ghts
‘Treatres Monltormg Bodres (HRI/MC/2006/3) outlmes the general const1tutronal"
- 'framework and 1nst1tut1onal process for the 1mplementatron of human rrghts both at_ -
'_the federal and reglonal level Ethropra is a federal state Wthh has constrtutlons |
B ,both at the federal and regronal level There are nine reglonal states estabhshed
o based on lmgurstrc cultural and geograph1cal settlement patterns of the varrous
,natlons nationalities -and peoples Ethiopia’s umque federallsm allows greater-
freedom and recogn1t10n of the rlghts and drver51ty of 11:s varrous groups which in -

, the past were victims of abuse and neglected

| Ethiopia emerged from a cruel past Where the state and its "ilns'titutions were USed_ -
by the Government itself to perpetrate egregrous forms of abuses and acts of |
torture in a massive scale. After coming to power in. 1991 the Transitional
- Government and the government of the Federal Democratrc Repubhc of Eth1op1a
ran one of Afrrca S extensrve accountablhty and trial processes Wh1ch brought to.
| Justlce officials of the former mlhtary reg1me who were d1rectly mvolved in mass -
murder torture and other serious crimes. A new federal constltutlon has also been
- adopted Wthh came in to effect in 1996 The Ethrop1an F ederal Const1tutron' |
recogmzes almost all the key human r1ghts and freedoms recogmzed under the'
relevant 1ntematronal and reglonal human r1ghts mstruments and - bar the

apphcatlon of statute of lrmrtatlon for crimes of genocrde War crimes and crimes’

- agamst humamty

- The ’cOnstitution importantly reCOgnizes the supremacy of 'int"ern'ational human .

rrghts 1nstruments to ‘which Ethlopla 1s a party as sources of 1nterpretatlon of those S

~prov151ons of the Constltutron whrch are relevant to human rlghts Everyone .
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whether crtrzen forelgner or refugee enjoys constrtutlonally guaranteed rrghts o

Wrthout any forms of drscrlmmatron and drstrnctron

The Constrtutron contalns a number of 1mportant provrslons drrectly and 1nd1rectly‘ |

- relevant for the protectron of persons from torture cruel mhuman and degradrng ,
'treatment and pumshment It has also specrﬁc provisions dealrng with women and
~children 'pr0V1d1ng them with protectlon from -harmful and cruel trad1tronal o
pr'actices customs and"la\vs The Cbnstitution also prohibits corporal punishment -
against children. The srgnlﬁcance of thls to a country which had in its recent past
Wltnessed a W1de spread practrce of torture and terror agamst innocent crvrlrans |
cannot be underestnnated Specrﬁcally, the Constltutron prohrbrts all forms of
_ torture, cruel inhuman and degradmg treatment and provrdes for humane treatment
of persons held in custody. No exception can be made to the protectlon agalnst .

torture. . Srmllar provrsrons have also been 1ncorporated in. all reglonal

' constrtut1ons '

Mr Chairperson,

In the f1eld of legislative reform, the"-country' has undertaken Several positive
‘measures which have ensured the compat1b111ty of its relevant dornestrc laws both

Wrth the FDRE Constitution and the prov1s1ons of the Conventron A revised

federal crrmmal code has been adopted in 2004 which has greatly 1mproved the =

1957 Criminal Code and ensured its compatrblhty with the provrs1ons of the

Conventron One can ment1on specrfrcally its comprehenswe defrnrtlon of the

concept and crime of torture and the cr1m1nal1zatron of the commlssmn of any act .

that may be considered cruel degradmg and inhuman 1nclud1ng by law
| enforcement ofﬁcrals such as the pohce and prrson Warden The code provrdes for "

severe forms of punrshment for crrmes 1nvolv1ng torture cruel 1nhuman and -




degrading treatrnent In addltron to the Federal Rev1sed Cr1m1na1 Code spec1ﬁc, o
| 'leglslanons and 1nstruments have also been 1ssued regulatlng the conduct of pohce |

~ prosecutors, prison’ adrmmstrators and members of securlty estabhshments
Ethiopia’s cr1m1na1 procedure code prov1des a deta1led falr and balanced

’procedures for 1nvest1gatrng and prosecutlng 1nd1v1duals suspected of bemg -
involved in torture f ’ '

~Like rnany' other state_s.,‘Eth‘iopia retains death penalty in statutes. Tn a manner that
can be considered as a de facto moratoriurn,‘ actual implementation 'o_f the sentence |
of death penalty}'rarel'y occurs. Ina move that has been 'Widel_y’la‘uded, the Federal
- Criminal Co‘de.‘ also crirninalizes inﬂi‘cting bodﬂy and psychological harm through

'harmful traditionaI‘ practices such as fernale genital mutilation andvchild marriage._

- Legislations such as the Federal Pohce Commlssron Proclamation No 313/2003'_

| 'and Federal Prosecutor Administration Council of Ministers Regulatlons 44/1998
B have been enacted Wlth the purpose of fac111tat1ncr the mon1tor1ng of conduct of law
enforcement ofﬁc1als Any breaches of these prov151ons Wlll entail d1501p11nary
i measures, dlsm1ssal or crrmlnal prosecutlons o

‘Concerning prison'conditions and administration t'he country now has a system

that allows free access by 1nd1v1duals and institutions to Vlslt pnsons Wlthout any

~ conditions. Pr1soners enjoy access to the1r famrly and fnends lawyers and rehgrous}

counselors. They are also prov1ded with sufficient food medlcatlon sanitation and
~other servrces This 1s prov1ded under the F ederal Wardens Admmlstratron
Council of Mlnlsters Regulatrons No. 137/2007 and the Treatment of Federal
Prisoners, Councﬂ of Mlmsters Regulatrons No. 138/2007 The protect1on of the1r |

_ persons and d1gn1ty and freedom to pract1ce their rehgron is fully guaranteed

Spemﬁc directives and regulations have also been 1ssued that provide. gu1dance to




o '} ofﬁcers and wardens Allegatrons of lack of access by prrsoners to famrly and
others are. often found to be unsubstantrated Mechamsms for complarnts and :

'- remedy exist if and when these allegatlons are found to be correct and credrble In

addition to - the aforementroned leglslatlons ‘the Cr1m1na1 Procedure Code also

provrdes add1t1onal rules and standards for the treatment of prrsoners

Mr Chalrperson

' Important mstrtutronal and admrnlstrat1ve measures have been taken w1th the view
to strengthenmg the capac1ty of law enforcement mstrtutrons both at the federal e

and regronal level. Ernergrno from decades of neglect and manrpulatron by the |

-state for government’s sponsored abuse and terror, effectrve reform and renewal of

) these mstrtutrons requrred cons1derable resource and attentron As has been
already mentroned the first aspect of the reform process was lecrslatrve Thls

:means that concerted action had to be taken to ensure that these 1nst1tut10ns operate 3

under the law The government is happy to 1nfor1n the Comm1ttee that Ethiopia

' does not have undrsclosed detention facrhtres

_ Further admmrstratrve and management reform prOJects have been 1mplemented'
across relevant sectors mcludmg through the country’s Busmess Process |

; Reengmeermg Program to guarantee the fprofess1onallzat10n ~of relevant'

§ 'mstrtutlons For example regular assessment and evaluation is regularly held to

ensure that law enforcement officers and officials scrupulously implement the n

relevant leglslatlons drrectrves and codes of conduct. There have been many

documented 1nstances both at the federal and reglonal levels where for 1nstance |

- such breaches led to the dlsmrssal of members of the polrce

The Govemment has facrhtated an mdependent monrtormg of law enforcement L

| organs and prrson admrnrstratrons 1nclud1ng by a specral procedure of the Afrtcan |




- Commlssmn on Human and Peoples nghts the Natronal Human Rrghts‘
(ACHPR) and several CSOs In 2004, the ACHPR Spec1al Rapporteur on Pr1son'

- Conditions in Africa Vlslted Ethlopla Wthh resulted in a comprehenswe report that »

: assessed the condltrons of federal and regronal prrsons in Ethlopla and treatment of

. prisoners. Some of the recommendatrons of the report were instrumental for further |
reform For mstance the Government smce then 1nd1v1dually and Jorntly with
: others including W1th Prison Fellowshlp has worked on several prOJects that sought o

to1i 1mprove the hvmc condrtrons of prrsoners in detent1on fa0111t1es and pr1sons

B Followind allegations of 'abuses and excesses by members of the police securityv o
| ,forces and defense the governrnent has encouraged the estabhshrnent of
lndependent mqu1ry o mvestrgate the 1ncrdents For example, independent

'1nqu1r1es have been undertaken Wrth respect to the crises involving Addis Ababa S
- University . students in the 90s , the conflict in the reglonal state of Gambella in-
v}'2003 and the post May 2005 elect1on v1olence . The report of the 1nqu1r1es
regardmg the Addis Ababa umversrty students and the 2005 electron related

jvrolence has fully cleared law enforcement ofﬂcers from abuses the report

concernmg the Gambella conﬂlct mdlcated the part1c1pat10n of a number of

,members of defense forces in several breaches ThlS ﬂndmg led to ‘trial and

conv1ct1on of more than 20 members of the defense forces

. The Government has allowed access'to international corhfriunity, National Human
R1ghts Commlssron and several CSOs to look for themselves several of such '
unsubstantiated and frlvolous allegatlons of torture and abuse to allegedly have |
B -occurred in reg1onal states such as Oromia and Somah reglonal states. In 2007, the

- Human Rights Counc1l dlsmrssed conﬁdentlal commumcatron brought agalnst the '_

| . government of Eth1op1a wh1ch alleged several breaches mcludmg torture 1n the

Ogaden reg1on in Somah nattonal state The ﬁndmgs of the Erltrea Ethropla Cla1ms




‘, Commissi()n has 'also clearly eXovnerat'e‘d Ethiopia a’nd members iof Ethiopian lawf
- enforcement ofﬁcers from systematrc abuse and torture of Eritrea deportee dur1ng'

' the war between Ethiopla and Eritrea in 1998 and 2000. .

l\/lr Chairperson; o

Ethiopia like - numerous other countrles faces. grave challenges of terrorism

, Several unfortunate terrorrst acts were committed i in d1fferent parts of the country |
| Whlch led to the loss of l1fe and property The government will take all the
| B} necessary and lawful measures to protect the safety of its c1tlzens It Wlll also‘, '
' continue to work Wlth others in addressmg the challenges of terrorism at thei

reglonal and global level My delegation wishes to reiterate to the distmguished 'I
‘members of the Committee- that the government 8 anti-terrorlsm efforts are in
compliance with. 1ntemat10nal norms ‘and standards The. arrest detention and.'
1ncarcerat10n of those who are suspected of and conv1cted with crimes of terror1sm :
: is conducted in a manner which respects the dignity of the md1v1duals concerned.
»_.The deportation and extradition of fore1gners is also handled m accordance with
the relevant national leglslations of the country and extrad1t1on agreements the

government has entered with other governments These legislations are consistent -

' With prov1s1ons of the Convention '

Mr Chai_rp'er'son, -

Education, ‘awareness cr_'eation’and training have been effectively embedded in-
Ethiopia’s strategy of ensuring the prevention of torture; and empo‘werino victims

“to seek remedies. As acknowledged in the 2007 report. of the Independent Expert L

on Mlnorlty Issues Ms Gay Macdougall Ethiopia has one of the most' S

.comprehenswe and exemplary human rrghts education programs The civil- and

| | eth1cal educat1on progiam is an 1ntegral ‘component of the educa‘uon currieula’
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'startmg from the prlmary school to the tert1ary level Now Ethrop1a S school‘.
~ children learn the core tenets of human rlghts W1th the current enrolment rate of '

" over 90 percent for prrmary schools the 1mpact of thls program cannot be o

underestrmated

The role of educatlon specrally in ensurmg the respon31b1hty of non—state actors in -

the protectlon of 1nd1v1duals from torture and other cruel degradmg and mhuman e

acts 1is con51derable As has been noted the Constltutlon prov1des for the

respon31b1hty of rehglous 1nst1tut10ns trad1t10nal mechamsms orphanages and -

~ other child care 1nst1tut10ns to protect Vulnerable groups such as women and.

chrldren from harmful traditional practlces and corporal pumshment The -

~ Government has setup a national coordmatron mechamsm for the promotlon of
' eradlcatlon of these harmful practlces whlch works  both with educat1onal _
1nst1tut10ns and the tradltlonal mechamsms This further complements the effort by -

'the government to tackle the problem through leglslatrve and law enforcement_

means.

Tramm0 for pohce ofﬁcers prrson adm1mstrators and staff members of defense '

forces and secur1ty, prosecutors and judges 1s also 1mportant for empowermg

relevant institutions to effectrvely 1mplement the Conventlon The Federal Judlcral

' VTrammg Instrtute helps train prosecutors and judges mcludmg on human rights and
freedoms. - As recogmzed by the Erltrea Ethropla Clarms Commlss1on the

N 'Ethloplan defense forces have an excellent tradition of trammg on 1nternat10nal

human. r1ghts and humamtarlan law 1ncludmg through solid cooperat1on programs

with the International Comrmttee of the Red Cross By workmg with orgamzatlons -

| : such as the Natlonal Human Rights Comm1ssmn hlgher learmng 1nst1tut10ns and

CSOs, several levels of t1am1ngs have been undertaken mvolvmg key 1nst1tut10ns
and' sectors. - ‘ o |




Mr Chalrperson

It w1ll be a remiss of me not to state desplte our best efforts the many challenges |
and shortcormngs the country stlll faces in the fullest reahzatlons of rights and

" freedoms enshrmed in the Conventlon These challenges lay bare the fact that the

fulﬁllment of the Conventron is a process Lack of awareness necessary skill and

“technology are 51gn1ﬁcant hurdles The tradrtronal V1ew which fosters bel1ef by

some that usmg a reasonable degree of ooerc1on proportlonate to the 51tuat1on at

hand is necessary to secure the truth Whlle mterrogatmg a hostile accused under

: crrmmal mvestlgatron need to be oonfronted W1th determ1nat1on and contmued

| educatlonal and capac1ty bu1ld1ng efforts

o | 'In conclusron Mr Chauperson on behalf of my delegatron once agam I would like
- to thank the distinguished members of . the Comm1ttee for this opportumty to

» present Eth1op1a s report and I look forward toa fruitful drscussron

1 thank you!
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