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The accompanying members of the Trinidad and Tobago
delegation comprise senior officials from Government Ministries

and offices. We all look forward to cooperating with the

Committee in the promotion, protection and fulfillment of the

rights of children.

Before proceeding further, it is with great pleasure that I present
the following Members of my delegation: |

Ms. Claire Eunice Gittens
Director,

National Family Services Division,
Ministry of Social Development;

Mr. Charles Richard Sabga,
Legal Officer II,

Human Rights Unit,

Ministry of the Attorney General

Ms. Shelley-Ann Clarke-Hinds

Counsellor

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to the
United Nations,

Geneva
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The Convention on the Rights of the Child as the first legally
binding international instrument to incorporate the fu// range of

human rights — civil and political rights as well as economic, social

and cultural rights - uniquely places children centre-stage in the

| ciuest for the universal application of human rights.

In keeping with Trinidad and Tobago’s ratification of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, coupled with its signing of
the World Declaration for the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children in 1990, Vérious strides have been made
in the introduction and implementation of measures to safeguard

and promote the rights of children.

The Ministry of Social Development, having portfolio
responsibility for social planning, programming and project
development, retains responsibility for the National Committee to
Monitor the Implementation of the National Plan of Action for
Children and the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child. In 2002, the United Nations General Assembly conducted a
Special Session to review the progress achieved since the World
Summit and to formulate new goals in keeping with challenges of

current times.
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in the final determination of their matter in a less acrimonious

manner.

a,ﬁd Tobago reCognises that the. protéétioﬁ ofhumanrlghts 1s nd“ﬁ_
achieved merely by signing and ratifying international human
rights instruments, but must also be accompanied by positive
action to convert ‘these rights into the domestic' legislative and

technical framework.

It is in this light that the Government is mindful of the need to
strengthen coordination mechanisms with Non-Governmental and
Community-Based Organisations, so that a successful partnering
process can continue to flourish. Many of these organisations work
assiduously to promote and advance the rights of children and deserve
our active support. In particular, I wish to place on record the

appreciation of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for the

cooperation of such organisations in providing valuable input into the

reporting process.

T wish to assure the Committee that the Government of Trinidad |

T
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- The Children’s Authority Act (No. 64 of 2000)
- The Children’s Community Residences, Foster Homes and

Nurseries Act (No. 65 of 2000);

- The Miscellaneous Provisions (Children) Act (N0660f

2000);
- The Adoption of Children Act (No. 67 of 2000); and
- The Children (Amendment) Act (No. 68 of 2000).

In order to ensure proper implementation of the measures
contained in the above package of legislation, a number of
ancillary systems had to be developed and put in place. One such
system was the establishment of a court dedicated to hearing
matters pertaining to children and the farrﬁly as a whole in a non-

contentious manner, as far as this is possible.

Following a change of Government in 2001, I, as Attorney General
at that time, appointed a Committee to look into the establishment
of a Family Court in Trinidad and Tobago. This Comimittee
comprised key stakeholders representing the Judiciary, the
Ministry of Social Development, the Ministry éf the Attorney
General, the Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago and the

Non-Governmental Organisations.
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My delegation remains ready to engage in a constructive dialogue
with the distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of

the Child and to cooperate with them in developing catalysts for

__the creation of a world determined to respect the dignity and secure

the well-being of all children.

Thank you.
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