Presentation by Prof. Dipankar Gupta  to the Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination (Palais Wilson, Geneva, 23rd February, 2007) 
1. No phenotypical difference between so called upper and lower castes (Varna is not caste but colour; references to Bull-lipped and squidgy-nose appear only once in the Rig Veda and even then their meaning is not with respect to caste but type of person; other apparent differences in scriptures). 
2. Brahmanical position in hierarchy has always been challenged.

3. Misunderstanding that caste and race were identical.
4. Distinction between caste and race getting stronger and stronger. And no single dominating ideology.

5. In contrast, in South Africa, colonizers from different parts of Europe were seen as belonging to the White race. 

6. Caste is an extremely local phenomenon, literally within a radius of 200 kms,  with wide salience over distance. 

7. Caste is a highly splintered reality and not a block.

8. Caste cannot be equated with descent and this can be genealogically demonstrated. 

9. Affirmative action for purposes of race is different is to bring in representation. Quotas for caste are not to perpetuate caste but instead extirpate it. 

10. Affirmative action for caste is not compensatory in nature but to incorporate a huge dose of engineered fraternity and build assets.

11. Scheduled castes want literacy. Development statistics are basically similar for all communities whether they are SC or not. They are really determined by poverty criteria.
12. Prejudice is State-sponsored while bigotry is individual related.  

13. If caste is equated with race then the whole policy of affirmative action and the gains made would be lost.
