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I would like to welcome the arrival of the distinguished delegation of Laos People Democratic Republic, to welcome the head of the delegation Mr. Padeumphone SONTHANY, Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Welfare of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and to thank to his opening remarks that provide us a comprehensive information. We appreciate the cooperation of Laos PDR state for your answers to the list of issues and commitment to promote and exercise the rights of people with disabilities in your state. 
I would also like to thank to civil society by shearing with us your experience and knowledge of being persons with disabilities in your country. We admire the effort of people with disabilities and organizations for people with disabilities to take part here in Geneva and to all who join us in the web TV.  
We welcome the changes in legislation that the Lao government has been making in recent years according to the convention concept and the efforts to develop services for people with disabilities. 
We know that the more your country increases and upholds the right of people with disabilities to be involved in thinking, In the flooding of challenges and in a meaningful and effective dialogue with policymakers, the path to a dignified and beneficial life for people with disabilities will be realized.
When referring to the convention, one might think that there are special rights with disabilities, but the truth is that we dealing on very basic human rights that only when the same rights concern people with disabilities then they are questioned. 
Together with our belief that you will continue to succeed in the process of implementing the Convention in your country, We are concerned about issues that still need to be promoted.
 We concern about the field of inclusive education which all students with all types of disabilities and those without disabilities learn together, side by side, with all the means of accessibility they need. By that, the next generation will grow up without stigma and fear of people with disabilities in adulthood, by that they will integrate into work out of respect, fairness and recognition of their abilities.
We also concern on the field of accessibility in the public sphere, in transportation, and also in the media so that people with disabilities can join their community and enjoy vital information freely.  Last but not least important topic that need to be improved is the subject of data collection of people with disabilities in Laos PDR in all spheres of life. 
I would like to once again thank the distinguished delegation of Lao PDR for their commitment to the implementation of the convention and wish us all a fruitful and enriching discussion. 
I will start the round of questions for articles 1-10:
My first question considered to Article 6:
Please provide information on the measures taken to support and empower female leaders with disabilities in general women's organizations their involvement in decision-making in order to promote legislation that promotes their rights in light of the convention. 
Please specify which programs exist to promote personal, occupational development and to impart knowledge and empowerment in the fields of sexuality and protection against violence.
Article 7
How the Lao PDR government intends to advance measures to ensure that children with disabilities can enjoy their basic human rights such as health and education as well as ensuring their protection.
I will pass now to Ms UTAMI, my dear colleague and co rapporteur to welcome you and ask the following questions. 

10-20
Article 11
Please inform us how the Laos government intend to Enhance emergency response actions by increasing the participation of the affected persons with disabilities in preparing for, responding to, and recovering from disasters.

Article 13 
How does the state intend, together with civil society, Increase efforts to raise awareness of free and available legal assistance for people with disabilities in easy-to-understand and accessible formats.
and also, how to add and develop a training module on the rights and needs of people with disabilities for the recruitment of all legal aid officials.

20-end
I would like to raise a question about Article 24 
Please provide us information how the state intends, in consultation with civil society, to develop and enforce minimum standards for learning materials and equipment for regular schools with children with various types of disabilities, as well as to increase the budgetary allocations for printing teaching materials in Braille for all primary and secondary education classes and also to ensure that school's meals are accessible to children with different types of disabilities.
Another question related to section 24 but also in a certain way to section 27, how the state intends to increase the number and capacity of teachers who can use braille and the Lao sign language as well as employ, train and recruit people with disabilities as teachers and administrators in the education system.

Article 31
Please provide us information how the government intend collecting data and statistics about PWD in Laos PDR in order to act as reference for developing better services and management those who already developed.






