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1. We believe that, since the last round of review, China has made remarkable achievements in implementing the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (hereinafter referred to as Covenant) and in realizing economic, social and cultural rights, which has created more favorable conditions for the Chinese people to fully enjoy human rights. At the same time, China actively undertakes relevant obligations stipulated in the Covenant, and uses international development assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical assistance and international cooperation to the best of its ability, to gradually help other countries realize the rights recognized in the Covenant through appropriate means.

2. We have noted that the States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, which includes the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses and accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this right. The Covenant stipulates that special measures of protection and assistance should be taken for all children and young persons. Children and young persons should be protected from economic and social exploitation. Their employment in work harmful to their morals or health or dangerous to life or likely to hamper their normal development should be punishable by law. States should also set age limits below which the paid employment of child labour should be prohibited and punishable by law. This report will introduce China's practice of actively leading cobalt supply chain companies to carry out child labor governance and protect children's rights and interests in relevant countries.

3. We have observed that, the global response to climate change drives energy transformation, further promotes the ultra-high-speed development of the new energy battery industry. However, the vulnerability of the supply chain of key raw materials (cobalt, lithium, nickel, etc.) is the biggest obstacle restricting the sustainable development of the new energy battery industry. More than 97% of China's cobalt resources depend on imports, and most of them come from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). However, more than 20% of the cobalt mines in the DRC are small-scale and artisanal. Risks such as child labor, safety, security, and corruption have raised increasing concerns from the international community, which has a serious negative impact on Chinese companies engaged in cobalt mining and smelting.

4. We have noticed that, China ratified the International Labor Organization's Minimum Age Convention and the Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention in 1998 and 2002 respectively. From the perspective of domestic legislation, the Labor Law of China, the Law of P.R.C. on the Protection of Minors and other relevant laws clearly stipulate that employers are prohibited from recruiting minors under the age of 16. In 2002, the State Council promulgated and implemented the Regulations Banning Child Labor, which further regulates issues such as the supervision and punishment of child labor. According to the Regulations, if the employer uses child labor illegally, it will bear corresponding administrative liabilities and even criminal responsibilities.

5. We believe that the formation of cobalt artisanal mining in the DRC and the ongoing criticism of child labor is very complicated. Upstream and downstream enterprises in the supply chain, Chinese and Western institutions, and relevant institutions in the DRC have not reached a consensus on how to fundamentally manage the source risks of the cobalt supply chain, what is "responsible sourcing", and how upstream and downstream should take respective responsibilities. Due to poverty of the local community in the DRC, many residents rely on artisanal mining for their livelihood, and the source of livelihood is very single. If companies simply refuse to buy such minerals just to avoid their own risks, it will bring about more serious negative impacts to communities that are already fragile, which in turn will aggravate the child survival crisis.

6. By taking the lead in launching action initiatives, conducting risk research, formulating industry standards, implementing capacity building, promoting rule consultations, building grievance platforms, supporting community livelihoods, and providing consulting services, etc. We have established a multi-stakeholder cooperation mechanism, issued the Joint Action Initiative on Building a Global Responsible Cobalt Supply Chain, released the Investigation Report on ASM, Livelihood and Child Labor in the Congo (DRC) Cobalt Supply Chain, and promoted the DRC government formulated the Three-Year Action Plan to Solve the Child Labor Issue in the Mines and Mining Areas in the DRC (2017-2020) to support member companies to carry out pilot projects on standardized governance in the ASM areas in the DRC, and to build ASM demonstration project and community livelihood project, aiming to better monitor and improve the working conditions of ASM workers, improve the system and mechanism for preventing child labor, promote the standardized governance of ASM areas, and help improve the livelihood of local communities.

7. On the basis of accumulating and summarizing the experience of pilot projects on standardized governance of artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) cobalt, we have strengthened multi-stakeholder communication and developed the Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining (ASM) Cobalt ESG Management Framework to change the dilemma that there is no management standard to regulate ASM cobalt. In line with the principle of "based on reality, continuous improvement, and addressing both symptoms and root causes", we will continue to promote the upstream and downstream of the cobalt supply chain to share common but differentiated responsibilities, in order to facilitate global stakeholders to reach a consensus on the minimum requirements for standardized ASM governance, to explore and jointly build upstream and downstream financing mechanisms, support the replication of ASM standardized governance practices on the larger scale in the DRC, to promote the monitoring and evaluation of the performance, carry out child labor remedy, and improve human rights.

8. We suggest that the international community, upstream and downstream enterprises in the supply chain, and the DRC government should further strengthen cooperation, reach a consensus on the path to identify, prevent and mitigate child labor risks, study and plan systematic solutions for child labor governance, jointly build child labor relief and remedial support system, build a local partnership network, to gradually help the community get rid of poverty and fundamentally solve child labor risks by measures such as regulating mining activities, funding education projects, carrying out child labor remedy, and organizing diversified skill training for the community.



