 CEDAW 2025

Violence against Female Journalists and Freedom of Expression

Report

· According to CIMAC data, between January 1, 2012 and April 15, 2025, 1,896 cases of aggressions, attacks and threats to female journalists have been documented, including 14 femicides.
· According to CIMAC, the main types of violence against female journalists include psychological, physical, sexual, economic, patrimonial and femicidal violence. There was an increase in institutional and digital violence. Most of the victims did not receive any type of security measures to carry out their labor from the media company for which they work.
· It has been 13 years since the Ley para la Protección de Personas Defensoras de Derechos Humanos y Periodistas (Law for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders and Journalists) was issued. This regulatory framework establishes the Mecanismo de Protección (Protection Mechanism), which aims to guarantee the life, integrity, freedom and safety of journalists and human rights activists who are at risk for carrying out their work.
· According to the Informe Estadístico Mensual del Mecanismo de Protección para Personas Defensoras de Derechos Humanos y Periodistas (Monthly Statistical Report of the Protection Mechanism for Human Rights Defenders and Journalists) as of March 31, 2025, 2,011 people are protected, of which 690 are journalists (490 men and 200 women) and 1,321 are human rights defenders (597 men and 724 women).
· Between 2012 and 2025, 288 female journalists were incorporated into the Mecanismo de Protección para Personas Defensoras de Derechos Humanos y Periodistas (Protection Mechanism for Women Human Rights Activists and Journalists) of the Secretariat of the Interior. A total of 30.5% of the cases were concluded, leaving 88 cases closed.
· In the report "Female Journalists and Freedom of Expression" the CIDH recommends that States "integrate a gender perspective in all initiatives aimed at creating and maintaining a safe and enabling environment for free and independent journalism. In particular, ensure that state policies and programs are aimed at preventing, protecting and seeking justice in cases of crimes against journalists adequately addressing the additional or specific risks faced by female journalists due to their gender".

List of issues

· Based on the recommendations made by the CoCEDAW (CEDAW/C/MEX/Q/9 paragraph 180 and 182) regarding the measures adopted to strengthen the gender perspective in the Mecanismo Federal de Protección a Personas Defensoras de Derechos Humanos y Periodistas (Federal Mechanism for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders and Journalists) and the Metodología para la evaluación de riesgos defensoras de los derechos humanos y periodistas (Methodology for the evaluation of risks to women human rights activists and journalists): Provide information on the implementation of the measures adopted to strengthen the gender perspective in the Mechanism. Provide detailed information on the follow-up to the recommendations emanating from the Diagnóstico sobre el funcionamiento del Mecanismo (Diagnosis on the functioning of the Mechanism) prepared by the OHCHR at the request of the Subsecretaría de Derechos Humanos de la Secretaría de Gobernación (Undersecretary of Human Rights of the Secretariat of the Interior), particularly those related to the incorporation of the gender perspective in the Mechanism (Recommendations 4a, 22, and 28)5 and the strengthening of the National Executive Coordination (Recommendations 10f, 22d, 33 and 35)6. Specify in detail the policies and actions adopted to address complaints and administrative sanctions against officials responsible for violations of the rights of women human rights defenders and journalists. Specify how many of these cases have been investigated and whether they have established protocols for action, how many have been taken to court and whether they have resulted in convictions for violations of the rights of women human rights defenders and journalists.
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· [bookmark: _heading=h.kjr0zopjw3vd]Articulate the national and international legal framework regarding the rights of female journalists, within a safety logic.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.mn2mdlpazdqv]Effectively mainstream the Mecanismo de Protección (Protection Mechanism) with a gender perspective.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.uhavi7ptldy]Produce diagnoses on violence against female journalists with a holistic approach.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.makeot85nv6o]Ensure coordination between the Mecanismo de Protección de Personas Defensoras de Derechos Humanos y Periodistas (Protection Mechanism of Human Rights Activists and Journalists) and local protection agencies, for effective protection and prevention policies.

