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Information from the previous review:
1. The Committee recommended that the ROK government increase its efforts to provide adequate administrative and judicial support to marriage migrant women who return to their country of origin with their Korean children in relation to divorce proceedings and child custody(CERD/C/KOR/CO/17-19, para 21~22).
2. Since 2019, the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family has been operating the “Overseas Multicultural Family Support Project” to assist returned marriage migrant women and their children. Additionally, the Overseas Koreans Agency runs a project in southern Vietnam to support Korean national children of returned marriage migrant women. While both projects reflect positive government efforts, they are currently limited to two cities in Vietnam, and the scope of support remains insufficient..
3. Since the last review in 2018, it is presumed that the number of returned marriage migrant women, along with their children holding Korean nationality, has increased.


	Marriages and Divorces between Korean Men and foreign Women
         

	
	2011~2018
	2011~2023
	Difference

	Total number of Marriages between Korean men and foreign women
	138,400
	202,900
	64,500 

	Total number of Divorces between Korean men and foreign women
	52,500
	74,300
	21,800 


        Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr)

Marriage Migrants (Art.5)
4. The Marriage Migrant (F-6) visa in South Korea was first introduced on July 1, 2011. This visa is designed for foreign nationals seeking to reside in South Korea through marriage and replaced the previous Marriage Visa (F-2-1). As shown in the above, since the introduction of F-6 in 2011 until 2023, the total number of international marriages between Korean men and foreign women was 202,900, which accounted for 6% of the total number of marriages[endnoteRef:1]. The marriage migrant women are mostly from Vietnam, China, the Philippines, and Thailand, which account for 74% of the total[endnoteRef:2].  [1:  Korean Statistical Service, (2024), 2023 Marriage Divorce Statistics, Table 10 Marriage with foreign nationals, 2013-2023: p.13.]  [2:  Korean Statistical Service, (2024), 2023 Marriage Divorce Statistics, Table 26 Divorce from foreign national by nationality, 2013-2023: p.29.] 

5. During the same period, the total number of international divorces was 74,300, and the divorce rate compared to the total number of marriages was 36.6%, as shown in the table below. 
	Marriages and Divorces between Korean Men and Foreign Women, 2011~2023

	Total number of Marriages between Korean men and foreign women
	202,900

	Total number of Divorces between Korean men and foreign women
	74,300

	Marriage to Divorce ratio
	36.6%


Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr)
6. It is presumed that a certain number of marriage migrant women, with or without their children holding Korean nationality, have returned to their country of origin after divorce or without undergoing the divorce process. Korean government does not have an official record for these women and children.

7. KOCUN operates two offices in Vietnam: one in Cantho since 2016, located in the southern part of the country, and another in Haiphong since 2019, in the north. These centers advocate for the human rights of returned marriage migrant women and their children. KOCUN has identified around 1,450 Vietnamese returned marriage migrant women and around 570 children who hold Korean nationality. 

8. Based on KOCUN’s work in Vietnam, it has been found that it is extremely difficult for these women to complete the legal process of marriage dissolution in their home countries since this is an international marriage. This difficulty poses a major obstacle to their resettlement. To prove their legal divorce in Korea, they must submit two Korean documents—one administrative document and one legal document—to their judicial authority. However, both documents contain the same divorce record, resulting in a redundant requirement. Additionally, due to language barriers and difficulties in accessing the Korean administrative system, these women are unable to obtain the documents on their own. As a result, they are forced to pay high fees to agencies to obtain them, sometimes pushing them toward illegal alternatives.

9. In addition, children of Korean nationality living abroad with their returned mothers are at risk of losing their legal status due to issues with visas and passports. As foreigners, these children sometimes cannot access medical services or receive proper education. As they transition out of adolescence, there have been numerous cases of individuals hoping to return to South Korea for employment, education, or other reasons. 

10. KOCUN is analyzing 189 out of the 570 children identified in Vietnam, 47% of whom are male. In Korea, male citizens are required to complete military service, and failure to do so can result in legal issues. However, these male children are not notified of their call-up by the Military Manpower Administration, as the ROK government does not have records of their whereabouts in its system


Recommendations:

11. The ROK Government should;
1) Identify the scale of returned marriage migrant women and their children not only in Vietnam but also in other countries of origin of marriage migrant women in cooperation with the respective governments.

2) Expand and revise the scope and content of ongoing government projects to include the countries of origin of marriage migrant women.

3) Develop a system that allows returned marriage migrant women to obtain an administrative document for their divorce process at the Korean Embassy and collaborate with the government of the marriage migrant’s country of origin to ensure the acceptance of a single administrative document, thereby simplifying the divorce process.

4) Provide proper administrative and judicial support to the children of returned marriage migrant women who hold Korean nationality and are living in their mother’s country, as they grow and require the necessary services and legal protection.

5) Develop a policy to explain military service obligations in a language that returned marriage migrant women and their Korean national children can understand, and establish a pre- and post-departure orientation program to help them prepare for military service in Korea.
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