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Madam Chair, 
CEDAW Committee Members,
Ladies and gentlemen,

The Government of Indonesia (GoI) expresses our highest appreciation to the Committee for their dedicated work in the progressive efforts in the respect, protection and fulfilment of the rights of women and girl globally. Our dialogue today, in the mid of Covid-19 pandemic and through hybrid platform reflects and reaffirms our solid and continued commitment to the virtuous mandate of the Convention.

In this introductory statement, allow me to update the Committee on continued efforts by Indonesian Government to implement the articles of the Convention and further follow up on the Committee’s recommendations, particularly in the period after the submission of our report and our response to the LoI last year. The period coincides with the unfortunate ongoing pandemic not only in Indonesia and the region, but also globally.

I fervently hope that the upcoming additional information will bring us to a more thorough and comprehensive understanding on the actual situation in Indonesia as supplementary reference to the dialogue later.

Madam Chair,

Despite the unprecedented challenges of the pandemic, Indonesia continues its established practice of inclusive approach and engagement at all stages of the reporting process, involving relevant Ministries/Agencies, Parliament, law enforcement institutions, National Human Rights Institutions, academia, and CSOs, both at the national and sub-national levels. This has enabled us to obtain a comprehensive picture on the implementation of the Convention in every corner of our archipelagic country.

This approach and engagement has also been demonstrated in the composition of our delegation that consists of representatives from Coordinating Ministry of Human Development and Cultural Affairs; Coordinating Ministry of Political, Legal, and Security Affairs; Ministry of Law and Human Rights; National Development Plan Agency; Ministry of Women Empowerment and Child Protection; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance; Ministry of Social Affairs; Ministry of Internal Affairs; Ministry of Manpower; Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology; Ministry of Religious Affairs; Ministry of Health; Ministry of Communication and Informatics; National Population and Family Planning Board; Supreme Court; Indonesian Military; Indonesia National Police; Bureau of National Statistic; National Task Force on Covid-19; as well as Provincial Governments of Aceh, Papua, and West Papua.

Madam Chair,

In this occasion, allow me to refresh our memory on the territorial, pluralistic, and complex characteristic of Indonesia. This I hope will provide a better background on the challenges on the ground and how the Indonesian Government in its close collaboration and partnership with other stakeholders strives to deal with and address them. The comprehensive context is considerable in further comprehend our efforts in the implementation of the Convention. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85619830]Indonesia is the largest archipelagic country in the world, consists of more than sixteen thousand islands with total land territory of about two million square. As the fourth most populous country in the world, Indonesia is home for more than one thousand one hundred and twenty-eight ethnic groups, spreading around in its thirty-four provinces and five hundred and fourteen cities and municipalities. Currently, the number of populations in Indonesia is estimated two hundred and seventy million with around half of its are women. 

Our strong commitment to the promotion and protection of women’s rights, including in the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women is clearly stipulated in Indonesia’s 1945 Constitution and relevant laws and regulations. Gender mainstreaming strategy has also been integrated into Indonesia’s short-, medium-, and long-term National Development Strategies. The recently adopted the fifth generation of National Action Plan on Human Rights has also included women as one of the priority target groups, along with children, person with disability, and customary law/Adat community.

At the national level, the Ministry of Women Empowerment and Child Protection is the focal point in formulating, regulating, coordinating the implementation of women empowerment and child protection policies. The Ministry also serves as a final referral for those women and children’s victims of violence who need special protection that require further coordination at the cross-provincial, national, and international level. 

Madam Chair,
Under President Joko Widodo's administration, the Indonesian Government puts forward five priority areas related to women's empowerment and child protection, namely:
· Enhancing women's empowerment in entrepreneurship; 
· Increasing the role of mothers in children's education; 
· Reduction of violence against women and children; 
· Reduction of child labor; and 
· Prevention of child marriage.

In line with its commitment under various international agreements, including CEDAW and SDGs, various women’s empowerment efforts are focused on four priority sectors, namely education, health, economy, and politics.

· First, improving access to education and health services, by facilitating access to education, especially for women, increasing literacy levels, life skills and political education, as well as access to reproductive health services; 

· Second, protecting women from discrimination and violence, including smuggling and trafficking in persons, by establishing comprehensive task forces at national and local levels; 

· Third, facilitating economic participation through collaboration with the private sector in areas such as capacity building, access to financial services, creation of a labor market, and digital literacy; 

· Fourth, carrying out awareness-raising activities that focus on the dual role of women, such as supporting the principles of gender equality and gender awareness in the workplace.

At the international level, apart from being a party to the CEDAW, Indonesia's strong commitment to the agenda of women's empowerment and gender equality, is also demonstrated through its support for various international cooperation frameworks. These engagements aimed at encouraging the achievement of rights of women and girls such as the Beijing Platform Declaration and the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. In addition, the President of the Republic of Indonesia, Joko Widodo, is one of the HeforShe IMPACT Champions Initiative.

Madam Chair,

Progress on addressing various challenges in the post-2012 report, including the progressive implementation of Committee’s recommendations has been elaborated in the Indonesia’s 8th periodic report as well as additional information as reflected in our response to the LoI last year. 

A number of key issues contains in those documents, includes: 
· Strengthening the normative frameworks on the protection of women and girls;
· Strengthening the institutional frameworks, including capacity building for law enforcement officials;
· Enhancement of economic capacity of women, focusing on expanding job opportunities for women and their economic participation;
· Raising the minimum age for marriage;
· Promoting the rights of Women and girls with disability. 

Those issues are not meant to limit the areas of coverage for constructive dialogue with the Committee since the update during the last two years has brought up various emerging challenges. The challenges that have compelled us not only to redouble our efforts but also to come up with innovative and creative solutions, in the mid of growing demand on access to information and communication technology.  

At this juncture, allow me to highlight update on Covid-19 pandemic in Indonesia. 

Madam Chair,

The extraordinary and unspeakable impacts of Covid-19 pandemic to all walks of our life are unquestionable. It has unfortunately caused considerably set back to the development progress and achievements globally and nationally. After more than one and half year now, the pandemic remains a challenge globally with countries navigating different health, economic and social demands.

Indonesia is no exception.

Since March last year, the Indonesian Government has taken comprehensive, adaptative, and inclusive measures in ensuring effective and targeted interventions while at the same time, striking the balance between saving the life of our people and minimizing the pandemic’s devastating impacts on our economy.

The second wave of Covid-19, starting mid of this year has imposed the Indonesian Government to take more stringent policies with intensive vaccination, reaching out to more than a hundred million of its population all over the country, and now rank Fifth of the most vaccinated country globally. Currently, we manage to scale down the number of daily cases from almost hundred thousand to an average one thousand cases daily while stepping up the complete vaccination program to reach almost 200 million of Indonesian population by the end of 2021.

We, however, are fully cognizant of the unpredictable and fast mutation of the virus that can bring about a more severe and deadlier effect as predicted by epidemiologists. Indonesian Government, therefore, is not losing sight of maintaining its cautious and anticipatory policies in dealing with the pandemic.

Madam Chair,

The multiple and disproportionate impacts of pandemic to women and girl are beyond question. The pandemic has not only hampered but even held back various progress and achievements during the last decades, including in the context of CEDAW and SDGs. For a country like Indonesia, it means the pandemic has severely affected almost one hundred thirty three million Indonesian women nationally.

Like many other countries, Indonesia must re-focus its development policies and programs to address the most pressing issues of public health during the pandemic while at the same time to minimize the pandemic’s detrimental effects on other pertinent aspects of our population.

In this regard, allow me to highlight some of major women-related challenges in my country:

First and foremost, due to the fatal nature of Covid-19, indeed public health becomes the highest priority issue during the early stage of the pandemic and the recurrence of its new wave. In this context, number of fatalities among Indonesian in general and women health frontliners, and non-discriminative access and treatment to health facilities, including vaccine are among the most pressing issues to deal with.

Second, social protection program is equally pertinent when economic recession takes place and various restrictive measures are being imposed which certainly cause significant decline of income, particularly at community level.
 
Third, restrictive measures have also brought about growing number of cases of violence against women and girl, including in the context of education and domestic violence.

Fourth, due to its geographical characteristic – access to digital technology becomes another emerging issue, including in the areas of education, statistics, and business. 

Those issues deserve further deliberations during our dialogue later.

Madam Chair, 

The Indonesian Government, consequently, has taken various policies and programs to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on vulnerable groups, especially women and children, including:

· Mainstreaming the special needs of women and children in the national policy and the work of the National COVID-19 Task Force. 
· Intensive vaccination and safeguard programs for female health-frontliners. 
· Publication of 36 Protocols and technical instructions for public education on prevention and treatment of COVID-19 for children and women, including Healthy Family; prevention of domestic violence against women/ children; and access to social protection net through printing, electronic and social media. 
· Optimizing the provision of vaccines, including to women and vulnerable groups as well as to service providers for women and children. 
· Provision of the special assistance for women, children, women with disability, and the elderly affected by COVID-19, including victims of violence with quarantine facilities, nutritional assistance, and psycho-social support for children whose parents are COVID-19 positive.
· Provision of social protection and economic empowerment for women programs during the COVID-19 pandemic, including personal protective equipment, delaying loan payments, and capacity building for women entrepreneurs, including capital and raw material assistance fund for business development.
· Intensive online service and access to health, education, and judicial services.

Madam Chair, 

	It is an unfortunate fact that the 18 months of pandemic has caused around one hundred and forty thousand fatalities, including women health frontliners, mostly due to magnitude of cases and lack of health facilities during the early stage of the pandemic. With intensive vaccination, expansive health facilities and care, as well as health-booster programs, prioritizing health frontliners along with flattening curve of cases, currently number of fatalities has been greatly reduced.

	There is not much concern of discriminative practice has been reported as to access to health facilities, including vaccine. During the peak of cases, access to health facilities was mainly determined by severity of symptom and first-come first-serve basis. Recently, as self-quarantine treatment, better awareness on health protocol, and online health care become common practice in Indonesia, the burden of health care has been eased up substantially.

	Moreover, the Indonesian Government has considerably increased the expenditure and scope of social protection programs, in enabling the community to mitigate the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Approximately Rp. 203.9 trillion has been allocated, mainly for the Family Hope Program of 37.4 trillion, targeting 10 million households and the Staple Food Program of Rp. 43.6 trillion, targeting 20 million households.

Both programs have been designed so that the recipients are female family members, helping women to earn cash and to manage the variety of consumption and nutritional adequacy of their families. Although challenges persist, the programs have been significantly helpful for about 20% of the poorest in Indonesia to endure the devastating impacts of the pandemic.

Special attention is also given to women micro-entrepreneurs. Relevant Ministries, in cooperation and coordination with various stakeholders, have carried out several programs, including:

· Capacity building for women micro-entrepreneurs, including utilization of information and digital technology through online training, and webinars;
· Empowering women's micro-entrepreneurs to produce masks as a temporary alternative for their businesses which affected by the COVID-19 pandemic; and
· Collecting data on women micro-business actors from community organizations and the government to be included as recipients of economic recovery assistance, such as Micro Business Assistance from the Ministry of Cooperatives and SMEs.

	Up to October 6, 2020, a total of 9.1 million micro-enterprises (75.92%) of the targeted 12 million micro-enterprises have benefited from the program. The total budget realization for this stimulus reached Rp 21,9 billion. The recipients of the President Assistance for Productive Micro Enterprises were also including informal SMEs that have received business permits, such as herbalist peddlers and SMEs engaged in the food sector.

Madame Chair,

In addressing the growing number of domestic violence during the implementation of some restriction measures, the Indonesian Police is stepping up its existing efforts to address the issue in-accordance to the health protocol during the pandemic. These include increasing number of special desks for women and children in nearly all provinces; capacity-building for female police officers; supported by necessary resources.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Law and Human Rights has issued regulations for granting assimilation, parole, pre-release leave, and conditional release for inmates and children. From 2020 to June 2021, more than 4741 inmates have been assimilated, consisting of 4701 adult female inmates and 40 child inmates.

In addition, Ministry of Women Empowerment and Child Protection launched the Friends of Women and Children Call Center Service (SAPA 129) last March, to facilitate access for victims or whistleblowers in making complaints about cases of violence against women and children, as well as collecting data on cases through telephone channels or text messages. To simplify the legal process, the Supreme Court has also issued regulations to conduct trials electronically. 

Madam Chair,
CEDAW Committee Members,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Covid-19 pandemic has taught us a painful but rewarding lesson learnt. Despite our continued efforts to progressing in the implementation of CEDAW, we cannot excuse ourselves from dealing with emerging and unprecedented challenges due to Covid-19 pandemic. The pandemic has redoubled our commitment to one of the most vulnerable group in the society who undoubtedly is also the most affected population by assessing and evaluating ourselves to prepare and build back better in time of this ongoing crisis and in the recurrence of similar predicament in the future.

Our dialogue today is exemplary in showcasing Indonesia’s unwavering commitment to its half of population nationally and women and girl in general despite the pandemic. Rest assured that Indonesian delegation stand ready to engage in constructive dialogue with the Committee today and tomorrow as well as to consider beneficially to the upcoming Committee’s recommendations. 

Considering the importance of the global commitment to upholding the rights of women and girls, we firmly believe that the Committee will continue to enhance its strategic role in honoring countries that have ratified the Convention and encouraging other countries that are not yet party to the Convention to ratify. Furthermore, we also encourage the Committee to collaborate more with other treaty bodies in promoting the full implementation of the Convention.

Finally, we look forward to continuing this constructive relationship with the Committee in the future. We also believe that our dialogue and discussions will make a significant contribution to improving our efforts to further promote and protect the rights of women and girls.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

