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during the 14th session of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities under protection of the First periodic report of Ukraine on implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

19-20 August 2015, Geneva

Madam Chairperson, 
Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen 

On behalf of the Ukrainian delegation I would like to greet you all and as Head of the Delegation to introduce my colleagues: 
- Mr Yuri Klymenko, Ambassador of Ukraine;
 -Ms Dina Martina and Ms Olga Kavun, from the Mission of Ukraine in Geneva;
 -Ms Oksana Polyakova, Ministry of Social Policy; 
-Ms Valentyna Kolomeychuk, Ministry of Health;

- Mr Valeriy Sushkevich, Representative of the President of Ukraine, is also with us today.

 The Government of Ukraine pays great attention to its obligations under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
In 2012 the Government of Ukraine adopted by its Decree the State Target Program “National Action Plan for the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of persons with Disabilities” till 2020. 
Ukraine is also actively participating in the implementation of the Council of Europe Action Plan to promote the rights and full participation of people with disabilities in society 2006-2015. 
Today we have our first dialogue with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities after submitting our First Report in 2012. 
During this period, the Parliament of Ukraine and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted a number of very important legal acts to improve the national situation in the disability policy area to promote the right of persons with disabilities to independence, social integration and full participation in the life of society without any discrimination. 
Among them I would like to highlight the most recent positive developments. The national legislation prohibits discrimination on the ground of disability. From 2014 this guarantee is included in laws of Ukraine: 
-“On Principles of Prevention and Combating Discrimination in Ukraine”; 
-“On the basis of Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities in Ukraine”. 
- Criminal Code of Ukraine - by Article 161 provides the criminal liability for violation of citizens’ equality based on disability. 
In the same period has been introduced the administrative responsibility for parking places intended for vehicles of persons with disabilities. 
In 2012 has been strengthened at the legislative level the responsibility for violations of town planning legislation, which should meet the needs of persons with disabilities. 
The main regulatory documents on this issue are the three state building Standards. 
In order to promote the right of persons with disabilities to independent living during 2013-2014 the following have also been developed: 
 - the Album of technical solutions for architectural refurbishment of residential buildings with apartments for accommodation of persons with disabilities and 
- the Album of technical solutions for architectural planning institutions of temporary and permanent residence for persons with intellectual disabilities. 
Also in 2013 was approved the Procedure for evacuation in case of emergency situations of technogenic and natural character, which provides for notification, evacuation and arrival at evacuation assembly points unemployed population, including people with disabilities. 
For promoting the right of persons with disabilities to education, in 2013 was approved the State standard of primary education for children with special educational needs. 
For this aim in 2014 was approved the new curricula model of special secondary schools for children, requiring correction of physical and (or) intellectual development for primary and basic schools. 
Also have been taken the legislative measures in order to develop the inclusive early childhood education. 
Madam Chairperson, Dear Members of the Committee 
Thanks to Introduction of integrated and inclusive education the number of children with disabilities in secondary schools is increasing by 10% per year. 
Also in 2014 were developed more than 20 types of complex programs for preschool children with special needs. These programs include guidance for teachers and parents. 
At the beginning of 2015 law allowed a parent, caring for a disabled child with a high degree of health loss, the additional social vacation till children attained the age of majority, because previously in these cases mothers or parents of disabled children have only the right to an unpaid vacation. 
Also in 2015 were developed and submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine the draft laws: “On guardianship over adult disabled persons and persons with limited capacities”, “On amendments to the Law of Ukraine “On Education” - about the access of persons with special needs to educational services and “On amendments to some legislative acts of Ukraine regarding employment of disabled persons”. 
During 2012 - 2014 the persons with disabilities were provided with more than 1 million 900 thousand free technical and other means of rehabilitation, as well as nearly 2000 cars. 
Due to budgetary allocations for this period 8 largest rehabilitation institutions for disabled children in Ukraine were equipped with modern rehabilitation equipment, including robotic locomotor therapy. 
Analyzing the mentioned changes, let me say, that Ukraine has taken the steps to improve the situation of persons with disabilities. 
Madam Chairperson, Dear Members of the Committee 
Nowadays there are enough legal instruments: laws, presidential decrees and government resolutions. Their implementation throughout the state is provided, controlled and monitored by responsible central authorities. 
I have noted that in Ukraine over the past two years there have been events that significantly affect the political, economic, social and cultural situation. 
Millions of people have become victims of the illegal annexation of Crimea and the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine and had to leave their homes. 
Since March 2014 we have had several waves of migration from Crimea and from Donetsk and Lugansk areas uncontrolled by Ukrainian authorities. 

Unfortunately, there is a significant share of persons with disabilities among internally displaced persons. 
The Law of Ukraine “On enforcement of the rights and freedoms of internally displaced persons”, adopted in October 2014, defines the status of persons who have moved from the temporarily occupied territories and the territories of the antiterrorist operation. 
Also in law are provided the guarantees of rights and freedoms of IDPs. In order to strengthen their social protection register of internally displaced persons was introduced. 
To ensure the social protection of IDPs a number of issues have already been resolved, including: 
- defining the mechanism for the appointment and renewal of payment of pensions, state benefits and other social benefits at the place of residence; 
- providing assistance to accommodation, including for housing. Amount of assistance for persons with disabilities per 7% higher than for others; 
- simplification of mechanism for providing rehabilitation services to disabled persons and children with disabilities, ensuring them by rehabilitation facilities; 
- introduction one-time assistance through charitable funds from individuals and legal entities for affected persons, who are in difficult circumstances, and are unable to take care of their own personal life. 
Madam Chairperson, Dear Members of the Committee 
In order to improve the social and legal guarantees of servicemen, called up for military service during the mobilization in the special period, including those who were injured, a number of amendments were introduced, in accordance with the Law “On Defense of Ukraine”. 
A year ago was created the State Service of Ukraine for war veterans and participants of antiterrorist operation which was entitled to grant social guarantees, adaptation and psychological rehabilitation, provision of sanatorium treatment, technical and other means of rehabilitation, providing by houses of war veterans, social and professional adaptation. 
Given the new challenges of today and in order to solve the rehabilitation issues of the antiterrorist operation affected members in addition to the state budget is also involved financial assistance from international organizations, including the NATO, OSCE, UNDP. 
Concerning the cooperation on psychological rehabilitation of antiterrorist operation participants the agreements with the embassies of the US, Israel, Bulgaria and other countries were established. 
Also we should note the improvement of providing by technical and other means of rehabilitation to persons with disabilities, children with disabilities and other categories of persons and adoption the order of tools providing to the antiterrorist operation participants, regardless of their disability being confirmed. 
The possibility of prosthetics abroad of antiterrorist operations participants requiring sophisticated prosthetics have been ensured and it is financed from the state budget. Budget funds were allocated for providing housing to antiterrorist operation participants who had lost limbs or have impaired locomotor apparatus. Wounded fighters are provided with social support, each injured soldier has a special routing map during his treatment and prosthetics. 
According to the data on 7 August, 2015 -323 members of the anti-terrorist operation need providing and have been provided the technical and other means of rehabilitation, including prosthetics. 
Among them: - 100 persons have had prosthetics; - 136 persons are still in need of prosthetics. Of these, 46 persons has begun prosthetics, including 3 persons abroad. - 87 persons need to provide other types of rehabilitation and resolving other issues of social protection. 
In conclusion, I would like to assure all members of the Committee that despite internal and external challenges facing our state, Ukraine has identified a key direction of its movement to the European living standards. Therefore we will do everything we can for these Standards to relate to all our citizens, including persons with disabilities.
Thank you for your attention.

