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Madame la Présidente, 
Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du comité, 
Mesdames et Messieurs,

Au nom du Secrétaire général des Nations unies, j'ai le plaisir de vous souhaiter la bienvenue à la trente et unième session du Comité des droits de personnes handicapées.
Aujourd'hui, nous rendons hommage à la vie et l'héritage de Sir Robert Martin, la première personne avec un handicap intellectuel ayant été élue membre du Comité, décédé le 30 avril 2024, lors qu'il exerçait son mandat. Nous nous souviendrons toujours de sa lutte inépuisable pour promouvoir une vie indépendante, l’autonomie et l’inclusion des personnes handicapées dans la communauté.
J'apprécie la participation active de la Présidente et des membres du Comité lors de la 17e réunion de la Conférence des États parties à la Convention relative aux droits des personnes handicapées, tenue en juin 2024 à New York, et je félicite les membres du Comité qui ont été réélus. Je vous souhaite à toutes et à tous beaucoup de succès dans la poursuite de votre travail au sein du Comité. 

Disability inclusion and Sustainable Development Goals
In June 2024, the United Nations released the 2024 report on Disability and Development, “Accelerating the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals by, for and with persons with disabilities”. 
Six years away from 2030, the Disability and Development Report 2024 shows that persons with disabilities are being left behind. Progress for persons with disabilities on only 30 per cent of the targets of the SDGs is insufficient; 14 per cent of the targets have been missed or progress has stalled or gone into reverse. These include targets on access to financial resources, health care, water and ICT as well as on building resilience of persons with disabilities during disasters and other emergencies. Merely 5 indicators are on track in that progress is consistent with achieving the respective targets for persons with disabilities by 2030 – these include education, laws on equal access, disaster early warning in accessible formats, online services for persons with disabilities, government ministries accessible for persons with disabilities, and monitoring of bilateral aid dedicated to disability inclusion. 
The report indicates that wide gaps persist between persons with and without disabilities, particularly in relation to food insecurity, health, access to energy and ICT – with gaps above 10 percentage points, and on multidimensional poverty and employment – with gaps above 20 percentage points. For women with disabilities, indigenous persons with disabilities, persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities and persons with disabilities living in rural areas, the gaps are even wider. Moreover, although countries have increasingly involved persons with disabilities in decision-making processes, overall, their involvement remains low.
According to the report, at the current rate, the world will not achieve the SDGs by, for and with persons with disabilities by 2030. Depending on the target, progress needs to accelerate between 2 and 65 times faster. Acceleration is particularly needed in making physical and virtual environments accessible for persons with disabilities, adopting anti-discrimination legislation, expanding social protection, and implementing measures to guarantee the safety and protection of all persons with disabilities during disasters and emergencies.
Summit of the Future
As the international community prepares for the Summit of the Future in September 2024, we need collective action to accelerate the SDGs; and disability inclusion is part of the solution. The latest version of the text of the Pact of the Future, dated 17 July 2024, recognizes disability inclusion in key areas, such as the protection of civilians in armed conflicts, the promotion of social inclusion of youth with disabilities, the strengthening of their participation at the national level, the effective participation and equality of persons with disabilities in all aspects of the United Nations’ work, and the opportunities provided by new and emerging technologies to empower and advance equity for persons with disabilities.
Similarly, the most recent version of the Declaration on Future Generations emphasizes that the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities of present and future generations in society and all decision-making processes is critical to ensuring that no one is left behind, 
Likewise, the latest version of the Global Digital Compact, of June 2024, is anchored in the principles of inclusion, human rights, gender equality, and equitable and accessible digital technologies and services. 
Care and support
In its resolution 54/6, of September 2023, the Human Rights Council acknowledged that support and care systems, comprising disability-inclusive policies and services, are essential for persons with disabilities to fully and effectively participate in society, with choices equal to others, to live with dignity, autonomy and independence, and to live independently in the community, as recognized in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
[bookmark: _Hlk173178827] In its resolution 55/8 on support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, adopted on 3 April 2024, the Council expressed concern that some traditional care models, which are not human rights-based, have placed persons with disabilities as passive recipients of care, without agency, leading to a loss of autonomy, economic disempowerment, and segregation and isolation from the rest of the community or from families, and that these models can lead to paternalistic attitudes and practices that heighten the risk of violence against and exploitation and abuse of persons with disabilities. 
The Council called upon all States to take appropriate measures to establish and implement support systems that respect, protect and fulfil human rights, and to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, and in so doing, ensure the meaningful involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of care and support systems.
On 19 July, the first UN System-wide paper on care and support was published, for which OHCHR has been a main contributor together with UN Women, ECLAC, ILO and UNDP. This policy paper discusses the five principles that should underpin the transformation of care systems: human rights-based (protect and fulfil the human rights of persons providing and receiving care and support), State accountability, universality, transformative and leaving no one behind. On 19 July, the paper was launched during an ECOSOC Special Meeting discussing care & support systems, where Ms.  Ilze Brands Kehris, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, OHCHR, highlighted the importance of the paper in bringing together the rights of those giving and receiving care and support, and how traditional systems are based on patriarchal and paternalistic models of care that exploit the labour of women and girls as caregivers and subordinates the recipients of care as passive dependents. 


Deprivation of liberty of persons with disabilities.
In July 2024, the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) published its very first General comment, on Article 4 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture concerning the definition of ‘places of deprivation of liberty’.  Consistent with the overarching preventive aim and spirit of the Optional Protocol, the Subcommittee has recommended and applied in its practice an extensive interpretation of the term “places of deprivation of liberty” to maximize the preventive impact of its work and that of national preventive mechanisms.  The new General Comment aligns closely with definitions concerning disability-based institutionalisation and detention as defined by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in its Guidelines on Deinstitutionalization, including in Emergencies.
Deinstitutionalization
In its resolution 55/1,  adopted 3 April 2024, on “Adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and the right to non-discrimination in this context”, the Human Rights Council called upon States to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to community support services, including personal assistance, necessary to support living and inclusion in the community, and to ensure that access to adequate housing, appropriate and affordable services and appropriately trained support for persons with disabilities is provided in the community, with a view to achieving deinstitutionalization.
Madam Chair,
As you know, the Chairpersons of the Human Rights treaty bodies held their 36th annual meeting in New York in June 2024, during which they had important meetings with Secretary-General and other senior UN officials, engaged with civil society, and had a comprehensive exchange with Member States. The Chairs made important progress in aligning working methods and worked to garner support for the implementation of the treaty body strengthening process. At a well-attended meeting with Member States, the Chairs advocated strongly for resources to implement the predictable review schedule and other key proposals, and also highlighted the negative impact that the liquidity crisis has had on treaty bodies’ work. We hope that the Chairs’ decisive engagement will yield positive, concrete results, including through a biennial GA resolution on the treaty body system, to be adopted later this year.

Madame la Présidente, 
Permettez-moi de saisir cette occasion pour vous réassurer que nous partageons vos préoccupations concernant la crise de liquidité actuelle des Nations unies, et ses conséquences pour le travail des organes de traités. A cet égard, je voudrais vous informer qu’avec le soutien ferme du Haut-Commissaire, à l‘éxception des groupes de travail de pré-session se rapportant aux deuxièmes sessions annuelles des organes de traités, nous avons réussi à assurer la tenue de toutes les sessions annuelles des organes de traités. 

Madame la Présidente, Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Comité,

Conscient de la charge de travail qui vous attend, permettez-moi de conclure en vous souhaitant à toutes et à tous une session fructueuse et productive, et vous assurer du plein soutien de mes collègues et de moi-même durant toute la durée de vos travaux.
Je vous remercie.

______
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