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Report of the Saami Council to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural rights – Supplementing and commenting on Finland's seventh periodic report of States parties due in 2020 (E/C.12/FIN/7) – International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural rights 

68 (Virtual Session) Session (28 Sep 2020 - 16 Oct 2020) Geneva

Introduction

1. Explanatory notes: This report follows Finland’s reply to “List of issues prior to 
submission of the seventh Periodic Report of Finland” (E/C.12/FIN/QPR/7).

2. Central Saami Association’s (Finland) member association Sámi Soster has submitted inputs regarding the LOIPR to the draft report (PC0TMVVM8-21) of Foreign Ministry in 2019. Central Saami Association is a member organization of the Saami Council. Finland's seventh Periodic Report does not reflect these aforementioned inputs in a satisfactory manner. This report covers Saami Council´s views on areas of relevance to the UN Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.


About the Saami Council

3. The Saami Council is a voluntary Saami organization (a non-governmental organization), with Saami member organizations in Finland, Russia, Norway and Sweden.  Since it was founded in 1956 the Saami Council has actively dealt with Saami policy tasks. For this reason the Saami Council is one of the indigenous peoples’ organizations which have existed the longest. The primary aim of the Saami Council is the promotion of Saami rights and interests in the four countries where the Saami live.

4. The main task of the Saami Council is to consolidate the feeling of affinity among the Saami people, to attain recognition for the Saami as a nation and to maintain the cultural, political, economic and social rights of the Saami in the legislation of the four states (Norway, Sweden, Russia and Finland) and in agreements between states and Saami representative organizations. 

5. The Saami Council's work is based on the decisions, statements, declarations and political programmes of the Saami Conference. Saami Council renders opinions and makes proposals on questions concerning Saami people’s livelihoods, rights, language and culture and especially on issues concerning Saami in different countries.

6. The Saami Council has nine member organizations: three in Norway, three in Sweden, two in the Russian Federation and one in Finland. The representatives of the organizations are members of the council and they are nominated by the member organizations' delegations to the Saami Conference and appointed by the Saami Conference. An organization can become a member organization by adopting the purpose of the Saami Council.

7. Central Saami Association (Finland) (Suoma sámiid guovddášsearvi) is Saami Council’s only member organization in Finland. Central Saami Association has seven member associations: Sámi Siida rs., Johtti Sápmelaččat rs., Roavvenjárgga Sámiid Searvi Mii rs., Suoma Sámi Nuorat SSN rs, Sámi Soster rs., Suoma Boazosámit rs. and Saa’mi Nue’tt rs.


Replies to the questions in part A paragraph 3 (Land rights)

1. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) is the only international human rights legal instrument with a specific focus on the all-encompassing significance of lands, territories and resources for indigenous peoples. It draws on human rights instruments and the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169), of the International Labour Organization (ILO), articles 13, 14 and 16 of which are similar to articles 25, 26 and 10 of the Declaration.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A/HRC/EMRIP/2020/2.] 


2. Article 26 (1) of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) reads: “Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.” 

3. The Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention No. 169 (ILO Convention no. 169) article 14.1 reads “The rights of ownership and possession of the peoples concerned over the lands which they traditionally occupy shall be recognised. In addition, measures shall be taken in appropriate cases to safeguard the right of the peoples concerned to use lands not exclusively occupied by them, but to which they have traditionally had access for their subsistence and traditional activities. Particular attention shall be paid to the situation of nomadic peoples and shifting cultivators in this respect.”

4. Finland has not yet ratified the ILO Convention no. 169. It is mentioned in the Government of Finland’s programme that The Government will respect and promote the realisation of the linguistic and cultural rights of all Saami people and Saami groups in a way that takes the relevant international conventions into account. As part of this work, the Government will examine the possible ratification of the ILO Convention No. 169. Saami Council points out that there have been almost ten different studies or examinations by the Government of Finland on ratifying the ILO Convention No. 169 over the years so the ratification doesn’t need any extra reviews, studies or examinations. Saami Council urges Finland to finally ratify the ILO Convention no. 169.

5. The aim of the Nordic Sámi Convention has been to recognize the use of land and water by the Sámi and the protection of the Sámi's rights to land and water. The draft text of the Nordic Sámi Convention negotiated between Norway, Sweden and Finland was initialed by the chairs of the negotiating delegations in 2017. According to the Convention, the signature of the contracting state must be preceded by the Sámi Parliaments’ approvals. The Saami Council calls for the states to renegotiate the content of the text of the Convention with the Sámi Parliaments of Norway, Sweden and Finland, in such a way that the current initialed draft Convention will be improved and corrected.


Replies to the questions in part A paragraph 3 (FPIC)

6. Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) is a principle protected by international human rights standards that state, ‘all peoples have the right to self-determination’ and – linked to the right to self-determination – ‘all peoples have the right to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development’. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the Convention on Biological Diversity and the International Labour Organization Convention 169 are the foundation for the FPIC.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Free Prior and Informed Consent – An Indigenous Peoples’ right and a good practice for local communities – FAO.] 


7. Article 32 of the UNDRIP reads: 1. Indigenous peoples have the right to determine and develop priorities and strategies for the development or use of their lands or territories and other resources. 2. States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting their lands or territories and other resources, particularly in connection with the development, utilization or exploitation of mineral, water or other resources. 3. States shall provide effective mechanisms for just and fair redress for any such activities, and appropriate measures shall be taken to mitigate adverse environmental, economic, social, cultural or spiritual impact.

8. In Finland the authorities’ obligation to negotiate with the Sámi Parliament of Finland ought to be complemented, supported and reinforced by the FPIC principle. This negotiation obligation is regulated in the Act on The Sámi Parliament (974/1995). According to the Sámi Parliament Act section 9 subsection 2, in order to fulfil its obligation to negotiate, the relevant authority shall provide the Sámi Parliament with the opportunity to be heard and to discuss matters. According to the ILO Convention No. 169 bill (HE 264/2014, p. 14) the principle of prior consent is interpreted in international law as meaning that the state must consult with the indigenous people before undertaking projects and measures (HE 264/2014 vp, p. 14). Consent to the conciliation procedure requires that the indigenous people are given the opportunity to support or oppose the matter for which consent is sought. According to the bill of the Teno River Fishing Agreement, the possibility of expressing consent should be seen as a procedure and should not be interpreted as a veto (HE 239/2016 vp, p. 21). Currently, even if the Sámi do not give their consent, there are no direct legal sanctions to the other party. On the other hand, the authorities are not entitled to take measures that violate the fundamental and human rights of the Sámi, even with the consent of the Sámi, taking into account the obligation of public authorities in Article 22 of the Constitution of Finland to ensure the realization of fundamental and human rights.

9. The Saami Council recommends the CESCR to question the State party on how they will recognize the FPIC principle in the amendment process of the Sámi Parliament Act.

10. The negotiation obligation in the Sámi Parliament Act has serious weaknesses. The negotiation obligation of the Sámi Parliament Act is incomplete and does not correspond to the development and the current state of international law. In addition, e.g. the Deputy Chancellor of Justice has stated in their decision (OKV / 12/21/2016) that the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry had in certain respects failed to comply with the obligation to negotiate under the Sámi Parliament Act in the Teno Agreement negotiations in 2016. The negotiation obligation in the Sámi Parliament Act does not in fact alter or limit the powers of the national authorities as defined by law, nor does it entitle the Sámi to participate in the exercise of those powers. The authorities have full power over matters covered by the obligation to consult. After consulting with the Sámi Parliament, the authority may, within the limits of its competence and the relevant legal regulations, decide as it wishes. The Ministry of Justice prepared in 2017, in co-operation with the Sámi Parliament, a memorandum in which good practices have been collected regarding the implementation of the obligation to negotiate. However, this memorandum is not binding and has nebulous legal status. Saami Council urges that the FPIC principle should be implemented in the Sámi Parliament Act.

11. In Saami Council’s opinion, the FPIC principle is interpreted in public administration mainly as a wish. The Arctic Railway project is a recent example of the real significance and binding nature of the FPIC principle in Finland in large-scale projects or plans with a wide-ranging impact and significant economic interests. The issue has arisen in connection with the preparation of the 2040 Regional Land Use Plan for Northern Lapland, which is currently being amended. Almost 80% of the area of ​​this area is located in the Sámi homeland. According to the Land Use and Construction Act (132/1999), the preparation of the land use plan is the responsibility of the relevant provincial association, in this case the Regional Council of Lapland (Lapin Liitto). The default assumption of the Regional Council of Lapland has been to include in the regional land use plan the Arctic Railway from Rovaniemi or Kemijärvi via Sodankylä and Inari to Kirkenes in Norway. If implemented, the railway would split almost the entire Sámi homeland in ​​Finland into two. There has been a united front by the Sámi Parliament in Finland, the Skolt Sámi village committee, the Saami Council, and the Sámi reindeer-herding associations situated in the area of the land use plan to vehemently oppose the Arctic Railway project, and the registering of the Railway on the land use plan, and have not given their consent to such a project. Saami Council urges Finland to stop the Arctic Railway project.

12. In many cases the state party has not succeeded in seeking the prior, free and informed consent of the Sámi people before granting licenses to private companies for economic activities on territories traditionally occupied or used by the Sámi communities. According to the Mining Act in Finland, Finnish authorities (in this case, the Finnish Safety and Chemicals Agency – Tukes) are not obliged to separately notify the Sámi rights holders or the Sámi Parliament in Finland on the reservation decisions in the Sámi homeland[footnoteRef:3]. This, together with court rulings during the recent years (such as SAC:2013:179), stating that Sámi rights holders and the Sámi Parliament are not entitled to file complaints on such decisions regarding the reservation of areas, is highly worrying with regard to the respect for the rights of the Sámi people in the Finnish side of Sápmi. The Saami Council urges Finland to take the opportunity to make necessary amendments to the inadequate Mining Act in order to make sure that the principle of free, prior of informed consent is included. That also includes the right to refrain from giving consent. [3:  The Sámi homeland means the areas of the municipalities of Enontekiö, Inari and Utsjoki, as well as the area of the reindeer owners’ association Lappi in Sodankylä.] 



Replies to the questions in part A paragraph 3 (Climate Change)

13. Climate change, lifestyle change and the new exploitation of Arctic resources create clear threats to the Sámi and the Sámi culture. The first signs of a changed climate were observed in the 1960s on the basis of the findings of Sámi reindeer owners. The changes observed relate to seasons, temperature, extreme conditions, vegetation, fauna, wind, snow and reindeer life. The most significant changes, however, concern uncertainty – forecasting conditions is difficult and the variability between years has increased significantly, making it challenging to work with the reindeer and plan ahead.[footnoteRef:4] Climate change is threatening traditional Sámi livelihoods, for example reindeer herding. For example last winter (2019-2020) was harsh for the reindeer because there was more snow than on average, there were several ice layers in the snow, and the snow melted much later than usually. Indigenous rights are not included and separately recognized in the Climate Change Act of Finland (609/2015). [4:  https://minorityrights.org/finland-instability/] 

 
14. Finland should take in to account the new scientific report of the project SAAMI – Adaptation of Saami people to the climate change. The analysis of the report indicates that climate change has deeply affected the environment, livelihoods and culture of the reindeer-herding Sámi people of Finland and also other indigenous peoples of the Arctic. The project looked into Sámi people’s possibilities to influence climate policy. There are few objectives concerning the Sámi people in the current climate policy programme work. The project presents 14 proposals for action concerning climate policy, research and follow up, representative bodies of the Sámi people, education and climate sustainability.


Replies to the questions in part B paragraph 25 (Social welfare and Health Care)

15. The replies in this part are based on the Central Saami Association’s (Finland) member association Sámi Soster’s report. Central Saami Association is a member organization of the Saami Council.

16. The bill on social welfare and healthcare and provincial amendment (HE 15/2017 vp.) that collapsed in the Parliament during the last parliamentary term did not intend to improve the legal status of Sámi in social welfare and healthcare as required by the Constitution and international human rights instruments, and the situation of Sámi would have remained unchanged even if the amendment had taken place. The program of the government of Prime Minister Antti Rinne promised to start preparations for a social welfare and healthcare amendment (p. 152). Saami Council points out that as part of this amendment, the realization of the fundamental rights and self-government of the Sámi people and their de facto equality in social welfare and health care should also be ensured. The objectives in the Government's program for the development of the Sámi legal status provide a good basis for measures in this direction. According to the government program, the government respects and promotes the realization of the Sámi linguistic and cultural rights, taking into account international agreements (p. 88). As a measure to promote equality, the Government promises to ensure the realization of linguistic rights in practice, especially in Swedish and Sámi, as well as in sign language (p. 143). With regard to the promotion of well-being and health, the government intends to strengthen the practical implementation of linguistic rights in the social welfare and health service system (p. 144, see also p. 146). In its program, the Government also promises to strengthen the role of organizations in promoting well-being and health and to ensure the organizations' ability to provide services (p. 152).

17. The Saami Council recommends the CESCR to question the State party on how they will take into consideration the Sámi people’s rights in the health and social services and provincial reform.

18. In the opinion of Saami Council, legislation related to social welfare and healthcare amendment and other social and healthcare legislation: organizers and producers of social and health services should be unambiguously obliged to maintain and develop services in the Sámi language and in accordance with the Sámi culture, at least in the Sámi homeland, and that in the same context should be safeguarded the right of the Sámi to participate effectively in the planning and decision-making of administrative bodies concerning the organization, production and financing of these services; and adequate, targeted state funding for the provision of Sámi services. In addition to these measures, a comprehensive set of measures should be developed to ensure that service providers have sufficient staff with a knowledge of the Sámi languages and Sámi culture and professional training for the various tasks in the sector.


Replies to the questions in part B paragraph 28 (Language and Education)

19. Article 14 of the UNDRIP reads: 1. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems and institutions providing education in their own languages, in a manner appropriate to their cultural methods of teaching and learning. 2. Indigenous individuals, particularly children, have the right to all levels and forms of education of the State without discrimination. 3. States shall, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, take effective measures, in order for indigenous individuals, particularly children, including those living outside their communities, to have access, when possible, to an education in their own culture and provided in their own language.

20. Sámi language teaching has evolved with digitalization and improved remote connections, although problems still exist in the organization of distance learning of the Sámi languages, especially outside the Sámi homeland. The authorities have also not always developed Sámi-language services on an equal footing with the national languages, as exemplified by the decision of the Deputy Chancellor of Justice (OKV / 1161/1/2018), which concerned Sámi-language online services. According to the Deputy Chancellor of Justice, The Social Security Institution (Kela) had neglected the development of Sámi-language services as required by the Constitution and the Sámi Language Act. The lack of Sámi online services violated the equality of the Sámi speakers in the availability of Kela’s services, and especially in the Sámi homeland the staff should be able to give services in Sámi.

21. Despite the recommendations set forth by the Committee on the rights of the Sámi children to education outside the Sámi homeland on previous reporting rounds, there is only little progress on the realization of this right. Saami Council refers on the education part to the observations submitted by the Alva – Sámi Human Rights Association and Mii – Rovaniemi Sámi Association with regard to List of Issues Prior to Reporting regarding 7th periodic report submitted by Finland under the article 16 and 17 of the Convention, due in 2020.

Replies to the questions in part B paragraph 29 (Special protection of the Saami reindeer herding)

22. Article 8 of the UNDRIP reads:  1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not to be subjected to forced assimilation or destruction of their culture. 2. States shall provide effective mechanisms for prevention of, and redress for: (a) Any action which has the aim or effect of depriving them of their integrity as distinct peoples, or of their cultural values or ethnic identities; (b) Any action which has the aim or effect of dispossessing them of their lands, territories or resources etc.

23. The replies in this part are mostly based on the Central Saami Association’s (Finland) member association Sámi Soster’s report. Central Saami Association is a member organization of Saami Council.

24. According to Section 17 (3) of the Constitution of Finland (731/1999), the Sámi, as an indigenous people have the right to maintain and develop their own language and culture. Reindeer husbandry is included in the Sámi cultural forms protected by the provision. Sámi reindeer husbandry is a strong linguistic, social, administrative and communal foundation for the Sámi culture. Herding is a central activity in the Sámi fell reindeer husbandry is herding. Herding is much more than a form of reindeer husbandry. Through herding, the rich Sámi language (reindeer, snow and nature words), knowledge of reindeer and nature, siida life and community, observation and monitoring of natural and natural phenomena, and the sustainable use of nature are passed on from generation to generation. This form of reindeer husbandry is not supported in Finland but the system of subsidies has been created based on the need of agriculture, and this prevents the Sámi from preserving and developing their history, language, culture, traditions and customs.

25. With Finland’s accession to the EU (1994), reindeer husbandry has been subsidized as per the number of reindeer for reindeer-owners with more than 80 reindeer (approx. 28 euros / reindeer). In addition, loans and investment aid can be granted for residential construction and buildings, for example the purchase of tools (snowmobile, ATV) for 20-30% of the net price and, under certain conditions, starting aid for a young reindeer-herder. Neither the Reindeer Husbandry Act (848/1990) nor the Reindeer and Natural Source of Livelihood Financing Act take into account the fundamental rights of the Sámi people, and thus Finland has not taken measures or considered the introduction of special protection for Sámi reindeer husbandry. In 2010, the National Audit Office of Finland assessed, among other things, the sustainable development of the Sámi people and the management of the Sámi reindeer. The conclusions in the section “Sectoral strategies for sustainable development” state that from the Sámi point of view, the implementation of sustainable development and the Sámi people’s right to their own culture are not realized for structural reasons, as the exclusive right of the Sámi to pursue their traditional livelihoods has not been included in sectoral legislation such as reindeer husbandry, hunting and fishing legislation (p. 55).

26. However, the Constitutional Law Committee of the Parliament has considered that from the point of view of fundamental rights the right to own reindeer in the Sámi homeland could be The Constitutional Law Committee considers that this objective, especially in view of the relevant international conventions (see PeVL 3/1990 vp.) and the importance of reindeer husbandry as part of the Sámi cultural form, must be considered as a specific criterion for implementing the proposal in the ordinary legislative procedure. (PeVL 8/1993 vp). In Finland, the right to reindeer husbandry has been granted, unlike in the other Nordic countries, for all citizens of the European Economic Area that live permanently in the reindeer herding area of Finland, and the reindeer husbandry system of subsidies has been created in such a way that it destroys traditional Sámi reindeer husbandry as users of large 
areas, and as the building blocks of culture and way of life.

27. Several amendments were made to the Act on the Reindeer Husbandry and Natural Source of Livelihoods Structural Supports (986/2011) by an amendment to the Act enacted in 2015 (L 1676/2015). The Government's proposal for the change (HE 81/2015 vp) was prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. The proposal includes, as usual, an assessment of the constitutionality of the proposal. The assessment refers to the opinion of the Parliamentary Constitution Committee 21/2007 vp on the Government's proposal to amend the Financing of Reindeer Husbandry and Natural Industries Act (HE 112/2007 vp). At the time, in its opinion, the committee considered it important that a comprehensive amendment be undertaken within the Government, taking due account of the special cultural and legal status of the Sámi, without forgetting the rights of the rest of the local population. In its above-mentioned opinion 21/2017 vp in the above-mentioned paragraph (p. 3), the Constitutional Law Committee also referred to its previous opinion of 1993 (PeVL 8/1993 vp). In that opinion, the committee considered that, notwithstanding the Constitution, only amendments to the Reindeer Husbandry Act could guarantee Sámi the privilege of practicing reindeer husbandry in the Sámi homeland, while ensuring the continuity of non-Sámi reindeer husbandry in the region. However, in the Government proposal prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 8 1/2015, the reference to the 1993 opinion in the 2007 opinion of the Constitutional Law Committee was deleted. At the same time, the main point of the statement was omitted, i.e. securing the prerogative of the Sámi in reindeer husbandry in the Sámi area. By distorting the opinion of the Constitutional Law Committee, the Government bill ended with a solution that there is no need to differentiate structural support between the Sámi and other residents of the area in the Sámi area other than the Skolt area. The amendment to the law was enacted accordingly. The overall amendment considered important by the Constitutional Law Committee is still pending and based on the Saami Council’s information, is not in sight in the near future. 

28. Supported by the Sámi reindeer-herding associations in Finland, the Sámi Parliament of Finland proposed, in connection with the preparation of the above-mentioned 2011 Structural Support Act, the inclusion of special herding support in the Structural Support Act. According to the proposal, this separate form of support would be valid in the Sámi homeland. According to the Sámi Parliament, the form of support would guarantee the continuity of Sámi culture and livelihoods based on reindeer husbandry in accordance with the Constitution and meet the requirements of the Equality Act based on Council of Europe’s directives, the Civil and Political rights Convention, the  Constitutional Law Committee and the UN Human Rights Committee. The Sámi Parliament stated that the current system of subsidies clearly prioritizes Finnish reindeer husbandry and transforms the Sámi reindeer husbandry through the system of subsidies into Finnish agricultural reindeer husbandry. In its proposal, the Sámi Parliament emphasized that herding reindeer husbandry primarily supports the preservation of Sámi culture and language, and that Sámi reindeer husbandry has a special cultural and economic model that differs from Finnish reindeer husbandry as part of the agricultural economy. The proposal also referred to the so-called Sámi Protocol No. 3 adopted in 1994 in connection with Finland's accession to the EU. (On the status of the Sámi from a constitutional point of view, HE 112/2007 to Parliament on a law amending the Reindeer Husbandry and Natural Industries Financing Act. For the Sámi Parliament 04112007. Heikki J. Hyvärinen, LL.M.)

29. The Saami Council recommends the CESCR to question the State party on how they will take into consideration the Sámi people’s rights in the Reindeer Husbandry Act.

30. Finland states in the 7th report to CESCR (Q29) that the provisions on reindeer grazing are less strict in the Sámi Homeland. Finland points out that the fencing obligation under the Reindeer Husbandry Act or the prohibition to allow reindeer to trespass on gardens, yards of permanent residences, or other areas that have been put to use for a special purpose do not apply in the Sámi Homeland. Saami Council points out that originally the purpose for the aforementioned less strict provisions for reindeer grazing in the Northern part of the reindeer herding area (where the Sámi homeland is situated) is that there is not so much agriculture and reindeer husbandry has a particular importance in the northern part of the Reindeer herding area. It is also worth mentioning that according to the Reindeer Husbandry Act Finnish people have right to heard reindeer also in the Sámi homeland. Also the negotiation obligation that is on the Reindeer Herding Act is not based on separate Sámi rights, but it is a right that is recognized all over the reindeer herding area in Finland. The clear majority of the reindeer-owners in Finland are Finnish. Thus, the Reindeer Husbandry Act of Finland does not contain separate provisions specifically for the special protection of Sámi reindeer husbandry. Saami Council urges Finland to amend the Reindeer Herding Act to recognize the rights of the Sámi as an indigenous people in the Reindeer Herding Act.


COVID 19

31. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, on 16 March 2020 the Finnish Government, in co-operation with the President of the Republic, stated that the exceptional circumstances referred to in Section 3 (3) and (5) of the Emergency Powers Act (1552/2011) prevail 
in Finland. Use of powers under the Emergency Powers Act was ended and state of emergency to be lifted on 16 June 2020.

32. Article 36 of the UNDRIP reads:  1. Indigenous peoples, in particular those divided by international borders, have the right to maintain and develop contacts, relations and cooperation, including activities for spiritual, cultural, political, economic and social purposes, with their own members as well as other peoples across borders. 2. States, in consultation and cooperation with indigenous peoples, shall take effective measures to 
facilitate the exercise and ensure the implementation of this right.

33. The COVID- 19 (Coronavirus) pandemic has also had a significant impact on the fundamental and human rights of the Sámi, especially freedom of assembly and movement, as the areas traditionally inhabited by the Sámi are divided into four different states (Finland, Sweden, Norway and Russia). Closing of borders has affected the interaction between the Sámi. On the other hand, especially those restrictions that were implemented in Finland from March to June 2020, effectively protected the Sámi elderly and thus the restrictions of the fundamental rights directed towards movement and freedom of assembly, can be considered appropriate from the perspective of the fundamental rights, such as the right to life and the promotion of public health. The Sámi elderly are important carriers and transmitters of the Sámi languages and culture.

34. The Saami Council recommends the CESCR to question the State party on how they will take into consideration the Sámi people’s rights if the Emergency Powers Act were amended.
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