[bookmark: _Hlk174727674][bookmark: _Hlk197323391]Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 33rd Session (11 Aug 2025 - 29 Aug 2025)

The effects of war-induced disabilities on Palestinian women and children
Presented: Union of women for women

Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk174727762]People with disabilities are more affected by conflicts because they face greater barriers to accessing safety and humanitarian assistance than people without disabilities. This reality puts them at increased risk of injuries, death, sexual exploration, gender-based violence, and other forms of harm.
Persons with disabilities are a diverse group, and factors such as sex, age, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, race, ethnicity and their economic situation affect their experiences in life and their health needs. Persons with disabilities die earlier, have poorer health, and experience more limitations in everyday functioning than others. Also, Health inequities arise from unfair conditions faced by persons with disabilities, including stigma, discrimination, poverty, exclusion from education and employment, and barriers faced in the health system itself (World Health Organization, 2023). In between, women with disabilities experience various types of impairments (including physical, psychosocial, intellectual, and sensory conditions) that may or may not come with functional limitations (UN Women, 2025).
According to the Article 1 of the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others (United Nations, 2006: 4). 
Based on the latest report by World Health Organization (WHO), in 2021, an estimated 1.3 billion people (16% of the population) had disability and faced health inequities due to avoidable, unfair and unjust factors. Progress requires strengthening health systems that integrate targeted actions to increase equity (World Health Organization, 2024b: 3).
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967 encompassing the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip (The “occupied Palestinian Territory”) constituting, from legal standpoint, a single territorial unit (International Court of Justice, 2024: 2). The estimated number of Palestinian residents in the State of Palestine at the end of 2024 is approximately 5.49 million individuals, of whom 3.36 million individuals in the West Bank (61.2%), and 2.13 million individuals (38.8%) in the Gaza Strip (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2024: 25). 
The Israeli occupation's aggression against Palestine from October 7, 2023 to April 27, 2025, have killed 52,269 people, injured 123,796 people, and displaced 2,000,000 (Palestinians (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025a). Since 7 October 2023, a tragedy within a tragedy is taking place in Gaza, where Israel’s genocidal campaign has left persons with disabilities completely unprotected. Persons with disabilities are being killed and injured by indiscriminate attacks despite posing no security threat, epitomising the deliberate assault on civilians by Israel (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2024a).
Since 7 October 2023 to July 2024, there are between 3105 and 4050 limb amputations in occupied Palestinian Terittory, though some anecdotal reports indicate this number may be higher. There are likely be around 2000 spinal cord and severe traumatic brain injuries. Also, the number of burn injuries requiring rehabilitation is likely to be at least 2000 (World Health Organization Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 2024: 9-10).
Also, in the West Bank, the situation continues to deteriorate. Israeli military operations have displaced tens of thousands and levelled entire communities. Medical access is limited, settler violence is rising, and roadblocks are strangling any movement. Pregnant women are unable to access maternal care, and health providers are impeded in delivering services by restricted access to facilities due to checkpoints and road closures; movement permit delays; increased risks of violence or arrest during fieldwork or at checkpoints; disruptions to supply chains; and limited communication and coordination in high-risk areas (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 3).
The breakdown of the ceasefire on 18 March 2025 has unleashed a new wave of horror for women and girls in Gaza. Intensified airstrikes and military operations have killed over 500 children and 270 women (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 2). Estimated number of displaced individuals since 18 March 2025 in Gaza is 419,346 people (Global Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster, 2025: 1). They have with no shelter, safety or place to go (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 2). According to the latest report, between April 9th and 15th, 2025, an estimated 17,521 people were displaced in Gaza, based on reported movements and displacement orders during that time (Global Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster, 2025: 1).
Considering the escalation of the crimes of the occupying power, especially after the end of the ceasefire, the following will attempt to first examine the protection of women and children in international law as well as the Israeli legal system. Next, a brief picture of the situation of disabled women and children in Palestine will be presented. Finally, some of the most important negative effects of war-related disabilities on Palestinian women and children will be analyzed.
[bookmark: _Hlk175353994]Protection of women and children with disabilities in international laws 
Many laws have been enacted at national, regional and international levels to protect women and children with disabilities in the world. In the meantime, three important international conventions in this regard will be mentioned below.
1. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) – 1989
According to the Article 23.1 of this convetion “States Parties recognize that a mentally or physically disabled child should enjoy a full and decent life, in conditions which ensure dignity, promote self-reliance and facilitate the child's active participation in the community” (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 1989: 7).
2. General recommendation No. 18 of of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women- 1991
Although this convention, adopted in 1979, does not directly address women with disabilities, it included in Recommendation No. 18, which was added to it in 1991. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women in its tenth session in 1991 recommended that States parties provide information on disabled women in their periodic reports, and on measures taken to deal with their particular situation, including special measures to ensure that they have equal access to education and employment, health services and social security, and to ensure that they can participate in all areas of social and cultural life (UN Nations, 2025).
3. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)- 2006
This convention, which was ratified in 2006, is a comprehensive convention that ensures the rights of persons with disabilities, including women and children. According to the Article 6.1 of this convention “States Parties recognize that women and girls with disabilities are subject to multiple discrimination, and in this regard shall take measures to ensure the full and equal enjoyment by them of all human rights and fundamental freedoms” (United Nations, 2006: 7).
	Also. Article 7.1 of this convention emphasizes that “States Parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure the full enjoyment by children with disabilities of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children” (United Nations, 2006: 7). 
Protection of people with disabilities in Israel legal system
Israel has passed numerous laws and regulations to protect people with disabilities, especially women and children with disabilities, some of which are briefly mentioned below.
1. Equal Rights for Persons with Disabilities Law, 5758-1998
According to item 2 of Chapter A (Basic principle) of this law, “The object of this Law is to protect the dignity and liberty of a person with a disability, to enshrine his right to equal and active participation in society in all major spheres of life, and, furthermore, to provide an appropriate response to his special needs, in such a manner as to enable him to live his life with maximal independence, in privacy and with dignity, realizing his potential to the full” (Ministry of Justice of Israel, 2018). 
This law prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in employment, education, public services, and housing. It also mandates accessibility in public spaces, transportation, and government services. Meanwhile, Equal Rights for Persons with Disabilities Law establishes the Commission for Equal Rights of Persons with Disabilities to enforce compliance. 
2. Rehabilitation of the Mentally Disabled in the Community Law 2000
This law, which was accepted at the Kenesset on 11 July 2000, is an important Israeli legislation aimed at integrating individuals with mental disabilities into society by providing community-based support services. Based on the part 1 of this law, “The purpose of this Law is to strive for and advance the rehabilitation and integration of the mentally disabled in the community in order to allow them to achieve the maximum degree of functional independence and the highest possible quality of life, while preserving their dignity in the spirit of the Basic Law: Human Dignity and Liberty” (The Israel National Institute for Health Policy Research, 2010: 107).
3. Special Education Law 1998
In this law, free special education services are given to the students with special needs. According to the item 1. (a) of Chapter 1 of this law, student with special needs is a person aged 3 to 21, who has one or more of the disabilities specified in the First Schedule, which limits his functioning at one of the levels of functioning specified in the Second Schedule (Knesset, 1998: 114). Based on the item 2.2 of Chapter 2, one of the goals of this law is to anchor the right of the student with special needs to equal and active participation in society, in all areas of life, and to provide an appropriate response to his special needs in a manner that will enable him to live his life with maximum independence, privacy and dignity, while maximizing his abilities (Knesset, 1998: 114).
4. National Insurance Law (Amendment No. 109), 5768-2008
This law, which is passed by Knesset on 2008, expanded disability benefits for vulnerable groups, including low-income earners and the chronically ill, and increased monthly payments for individuals with severe disabilities. It also recognized some new diseases under automatic eligibility categories of disability (Knesset, 2008).
The facts and figures about women and children with disabilities in occupied Palestinian Territory
In occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt), people with disabilities, both pre-existing and caused by the conflict, often face discrimination, stigmatisation, and barriers to accessing services. Over 15% of the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in occupied Palestinian territory are estimated to have disabilities (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2023). 
Before 7 October 2023, 98,000 children in Gaza between the ages of 2 and 17 had a disability and were now encountering enormous difficulties to survive (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 1). According to UN World Food Programme, in 2024, estimated number of persons with disabilities in occupied Palestinian Territory have been 148,222 persons from them, 41% were female and remaining 59% have been males (UN World Food Programme, 2025: 5). The Gaza Strip has a higher prevalence of disability with 2.6% of the population recorded with a disability compared to 1.8% in the West Bank (UNICEF, 2023: 6).
Also, out of 79,562 injured in Gaza Strip, at least 5,000 people injured were persons with disabilities and that more than 1,000 children have acquired impairment as their limbs have been removed. This figures, however, could be higher as challenges to obtain reliable data and information about persons with disabilities persists. Women and children with disabilities are among the 70% of civilians killed and 75% of those reportedly injured (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2024b).
Child disability rates are estimated to be considerable, specifically due to the scale and scope of the violence and infrastructure damage, coupled with extremely limited trauma care capacities. Among critical patients in need of medical evacuation, only 39% of requests have been approved, with an estimated 14,000 patients still requiring evacuation outside Gaza. Since May 2024, only 229 patients and 316 companions have been exceptionally evacuated following the closure of the Rafah crossing (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 19). The World Health Organization estimates that more than 22,500 people of those injured as of July 23, 2024 in occupied Palestinian Territory, have sustained “life-changing injuries,” requiring rehabilitation services “now and for years to come” (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 2).
The negative consequences of war-induced disabilities on Palestinian women and children
Women and girls with disabilities face additional inequalities in many areas due to intersecting discrimination related to gender and disability. In addition to attitudinal, financial, accessibility and other barriers linked to disability, they must also contend with restrictive gender norms and unequal power dynamics (e.g., expectations around work, education, marriage and their roles in the household, community and governance structures) (Global Disability Summit, 2025: 20).
Israel has an obligation under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to take “all necessary measures” to ensure the safety and protection of people with disabilities during armed conflict. This would entail, among other things, ensuring people with disabilities have access to the means necessary for their survival, including food, water, medication, health care, and assistive devices, all of which have mostly been absent in Gaza due to the blockade (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 61).
Despite such international commitments, Israel has disabled a large number of Palestinian women and children by expanding the war and conflict especially after 7 October 2023, and their number is increasing every day. Among the numerous negative effects that war-related disabilities impose on Palestinian women and children, some of the most important ones will be briefly discussed below.
1. Increasing accessibility barriers
Based on the Article 19.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, to enable persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in all aspects of life, States Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure to persons with disabilities access, on an equal basis with others, to the physical environment, to transportation, to information and communications, including information and communications technologies and systems, and to other facilities and services open or provided to the public, both in urban and in rural areas...(United Nations, 2006: 9).
The widespread destruction of homes and critical infrastructure has resulted in an estimated 50 million tons of debris, severely impeding the movement of people and exposing Persons with Disability (PwD) to heightened risk during displacement (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2025). According to the survey conducted by Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) in March 2025 about the needs and priorities of conflict-affected people in Gaza, 90.1% of the survey participants with disabilities reported that the displacement sites/current places of residence have serious accessibility barriers (Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children, 2025: 6). 
2. Lack of privacy and safety
Women and girls are especially vulnerable in living conditions with limited privacy (World Bank, EU and UN, 2025: 19). According to the Article 22.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, no person with disabilities, regardless of place of residence or living arrangements, shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence or other types of communication or to unlawful attacks on his or her honour and reputation. Persons with disabilities have the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks (United Nations, 2006: 15).
Since 7 October 2023 to April 2025, three of 17 United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)-supported women and girls’ safe spaces in Gaza (located in Beit Hanoun, North Rafah, and Jabalya) have closed due to insecurity and displacement orders. The remaining 14 are partially operational, offering remote support for complex GBV cases only (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 3). These safe spaces were also suitable environments for women and girls with disabilities.
Based on the survey conducted by Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) in March 2025, 67.6% of person with disabilities reported that the latrines do not ensure privacy and are inaccessible to persons with disabilities at displacement sites/current residences. Also, 73.2% of the respondents with disabilities indicated that there are no inclusive safe spaces or services (education, health, psychological support) near their location (Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children, 2025: 6 & 10).
3. Increased sexual expolitation and gender-based violence (GBV)
According to the Article 16.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social, educational and other measures to protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, including their gender-based aspects (United Nations, 2006: 12).
Globally, women and girls with disabilities are at particular risk of sexual violence, with 8% of women with disabilities compared to 5% of women without disabilities having suffered sexual violence. During their lifetime, 13% of women with disabilities compared to 10% of women without disabilities experience sexual violence at least once (United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2024: 163). A systematic review of 26 studies, mainly from high-income countries, concluded that the prevalence of all forms of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV), including physical, psychological/emotional, sexual and financial, was higher among women with disabilities than among women without disabilities. Evidence is also emerging from low- and middle-income countries. For example, analysis of data from seven violence-prevention programmes in low- and middle-income countries indicated that women with disabilities were nearly twice as likely to report past-12-month IPV than women without disabilities (World Health Organization, 2024b: 76).
In occupied Palestinian Terittory, women and girls are increasingly vulnerable to sexual exploitation and GBV, especially in overcrowded shelters with no privacy or protection measures. There are only a few remaining service points and those seeking support face stigma and insecurity (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 3). In other word, violence against children is widespread in the State of Palestine and is another major protection risk affecting Palestinian children. Nearly two out of three children aged 0-11 experience physical violence (64.8%), and more than three quarters experience psychological violence (76.7%). Such violences are slightly higher for boys, for children with disabilities and for registered child refugees (UNICEF, 2023: 19). In addition, women and children with disabilities face heightened vulnerability to sexual abuse, sexually transmitted infections, and forced healthcare practices because of limited access to sexual and reproductive health services in Gaza (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2024b).
In other hand, shelters for survivors of gender-based violence have been established in the State of Palestine, but evidence suggests that women with disabilities, refugees and migrant women, as well as women with health issues still face challenges accessing these shelters (UNICEF, 2023: 25). It is obvious that the Gender-based violence (GBV) will increase given the ongoing crisis. There is an acute need for effective protection from sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA). This situation is exacerbating pre-existing gender inequalities and vulnerabilities, with women and girls facing heightened threats and risks as they seek life-saving services and assistance (World Health Organization, 2024a: 5). 
4. Increased risk of poverty, malnutrition and starvation
Based on the Article 28.1 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living for themselves and their families, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions, and shall take appropriate steps to safeguard and promote the realization of this right without discrimination on the basis of disability (United Nations, 2006: 20).
Generally, poor living conditions and social exclusion add to the risk of poor health and unmet health-care needs among persons with disabilities. Across 36 European countries, 77.7% of persons with severe disabilities were at risk of poverty before social transfers (such as benefits, allowances and pensions), compared with 35.2% of persons with no disability (World Health Organization, 2024b: 74).
Women, who are hungry, traumatized and afraid, are now being stripped of what remains of their dignity. Overflowing, makeshift camps have become hotbeds of disease, with infestations of fleas and mites, no sanitation, and no access to clean water or privacy. Sanitation and menstrual hygiene are impossible to maintain under these conditions. Thousands of people are living in the open or inside unsafe, damaged structures, exposed to bombardment and the threat of buildings collapsing (United Nations Population Fund, 2025: 2).
The Palestinian people constantly suffer from poverty, hunger, and malnutrition due to constant Israeli pressure on them. According to the latest report by Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics on March 2025, 63.6% of individuals in Gaza Strip has been face with poverty in 2023. The poverty rate among Gazan people has been increased from 38.8% in 2011 to 63.6% in 2023. At the same time period, the deep poverty has also become more than doubled from 21.1% in 2011 to 43.5% in 2023 (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2025b: 38). 
The Israeli military has been using starvation of Palestinian civilians as a method of war in Gaza. This tactic has placed children with disabilities who require a specific diet at a particularly high risk of malnutrition and starvation. Israeli restrictions on water and destruction of Gaza’s water infrastructure have left the population without sufficient access to safe water or sanitation, which have further affected children with disabilities (Human Rights Watch, 2024: 3).
5. Increased health risks
According to the Article 25 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) ratified by Israel in 2012, States Parties recognize that persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure access for persons with disabilities to health services that are gender-sensitive, including health-related rehabilitation… (United Nations, 2006: 18). 
The war in Gaza has caused an enormous surge in traumatic injuries while severely disrupting available rehabilitation services. 25% of all those injured (or 22,500 people) are likely to have acute and ongoing rehabilitation needs, including patients with extremity injuries, amputations, head and spinal cord injuries and burns. While extremity injuries are the dominant injury with about 15,000 cases, there are also likely to be 3000-4000 amputations, and over 2000 major head and spinal cord injuries, and over 2000 major burns (World Health Organization Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 2024: 3).
Policy recommendations
1. Israel, with its increasing pressure and repeated attacks, is increasingly causing disabilities to Palestinian women and children, especially in the Gaza Strip. Therefore, it is reccomended to the UN member states to impose targeted sanctions and diplomatic pressure on Israel to cease violations against all Palestinians, particularly women and children with disabilities. At the same time, western countries especially, the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and European Union member countries must stop or at least condition military aid to Israel on its adherence to Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) obligations. 
2. Israel has passed and implemented numerous laws for the welfare and comfort of its disabled citizens, especially women and children, but on the other hand, with widespread attacks against Palestinians, the number of Palestinian disabled people, especially women and children, is increasing day by day. Accordingly, it is suggested that the United Nations and its member states use all their capacities to prevent these double standards and force Israel to adhere to international laws, and immediate ceasefire.
3. It is recommended to all UN member States to co-operate with the United Nations to end to Israel’s illegal presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the full realization of the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination. It is obvious due to such international cooperation will help end the crimes of the occupying power, prevent the increase in the number of disabled people, especially women and children, and improvement of the condition of women and children with disabilities.
4. Given the multitude of war crimes by Israel committed against Palestinians, especially women and disabled children, it is recommended that the United Nations, it is suggested to the UN to immediately launch a specialized task force to address the crisis facing Palestinians with disabilities, particularly in Gaza Strip.
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