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Introduction
The rapid transformations occurring across the African continent have led to a decline in the human rights and humanitarian environment, with children being one of the most affected groups. Ethiopia, in particular, is often portrayed as an environment that is incompatible with the requirements of children's rights and unable to fully implement or activate them due to various challenges, including security, economic, political, social, and legal issues. These factors limit children's ability to enjoy their rights at all levels and increase their exposure to violations and abuses. In this context, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights has submitted a shadow report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. This report attempts to review the state of children's rights in Ethiopia, focusing on a set of political and civil rights, such as the right to family, the right to protection from gender-based violence, the right to equality and non-discrimination, the right to asylum, the right to nationality, and the right to birth registration and proof of identity. The report also concludes with a set of relevant recommendations.
Political and Civil Rights
Ethiopia's human rights obligations, particularly regarding political and civil rights, are still not fully implemented and translated into practice, requiring further efforts. In this regard, the following rights can be examined:
A. Right to Family
The practices of violence, armed conflict, and clashes, along with ensuing killing, and displacement have undermined any government efforts to guarantee the right to a family for children.[footnoteRef:1] In Ethiopia, an estimated 600,000 children and adolescents are homeless due to extreme poverty or family-related difficulties,[footnoteRef:2] with up to 100,000 living in the capital, Addis Ababa.[footnoteRef:3] Additionally, about 46% of street children in Ethiopia live with people other than their parents due to death, divorce, or separation.[footnoteRef:4] The war in Tigray has also caused more than 30,000 children to be separated from their parents, exposing them to various problems and challenges that violate their rights, such as exploitation, abuse, violence, living on the streets, lack of access to basic services, and sexual violence.[footnoteRef:5] [1:  Broken, Over 30,000 children  separated from their parents in Tigray : office, 21 October 2023, https://bityl.co/Qifu]  [2:  18,000 street children in Ethiopia supported by GOAL’s ChildSPACE programme over the last 10 years, but continued delivery of programme under significant financial pressure, 3 July 2023, https://bityl.co/Qig1]  [3:  Goalglobal, Empowering Homeless Youth in Ethiopia: Melkamu’s Story, 16 August 2023, https://bityl.co/QigC]  [4:  Borgen project, 7 FACTS ABOUT HOMELESS CHILDREN IN ETHIOPIA, https://borgenproject.org/homeless-children-in-ethiopia/]  [5:  IOM, DECEPTIVE DREAMS: PROTECTING UNACCOMPANIED MIGRANT CHILDREN IN ETHIOPIA, 29 Jan 2024, https://bityl.co/QigI] 

B. Right to Protection from Gender-Based Violence
Violations of gender-based violence against children in Ethiopia are widespread. Human rights reports indicate that between 40% and 50% of Ethiopian women and girls in the Tigray, Amhara, Afar, and Oromia regions - areas of conflict and armed conflict - are exposed to gender-based violence, with 90% of the victims being minor girls under the age of 18. Even after the peace agreement signed in November 2022 regarding the Tigray region, at least 128 women and girls were subjected to sexual violence in the Tigray region, according to statistics from November 2023.[footnoteRef:6] The forms of gender-based violence are multiple and diverse, not limited to a single form.  [6:  AP, Scores of women and girls were sexually assaulted after peace deal in Ethiopia’s Tigray, study shows, 2 August 2023, https://shorter.me/1lg95] 

Reports indicate that approximately 25% of girls and women aged 15-49 have been exposed to physical violence since age 15. Furthermore, 47.1% of Ethiopian girls aged 15-19 have undergone female genital mutilation. Ethiopia is home to an estimated 15 million child brides, including 6 million under the age of 15. The child marriage rate in Ethiopia may increase by 15% annually as the conflict continues. This issue is particularly prevalent in the Afar region, where girls as young as 10-11 are often married off.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  UNICEF, Children in Ethiopia The situation of children in Ethiopia, June 2024, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/children-ethiopia] 

C. Right to Life
Ethiopia has experienced violent clashes that have had a devastating impact on civilians, especially children. The Tigray War alone claimed the lives of an estimated 600,000 civilians, including children. Between December 2022 and December 2023, there were approximately 1,256 violent incidents, resulting in the deaths of 1,276 civilians, including children.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  EPO,  EPO WEEKLY UPDATE (6 FEBRUARY 2024), Access date February 2024, https://shorter.me/RvJ_n] 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Children remain the most vulnerable group, as exemplified by the deaths of 5 children in clashes in the Galadi district in March 2024 and the killing of a child in an attack in the Raya Azibu area in May 2024.
Amidst all, children remain the most vulnerable group, and the worst affected by armed and violent clashes, as exemplified by the deaths of 5 children in clashes in the Galadi district, Dolo region of Somali regional state, east of Ethiopia, in March 2024.[footnoteRef:9] Or Similar to what was depicted in the armed clashes that killed among 7 civilians in May 2024 a child in an attack in the Raya Azibu area, located in border region between Afar and Tigray. [9:  AS, Op-ed: The plight of Oromo youths dying for Ethiopia and being killed in its name: Can Oromo elites silence the guns and end the ordeal?, march 2024, https://bityl.co/Qigm] 

D. Right to Equality and Non-Discrimination
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]While the Ethiopian government has attempted to eliminate discrimination and inequality, the country still faces various violations of inequality and discrimination in all its forms based on gender, race, color, and place. Children with disabilities and children living in rural areas set the best examples of such violations. As for children with disabilities estimated to be 17.6% of the child population, suffer from poverty and limited access to health and educational services compared to their peers.[footnoteRef:10] Additionally, children living in rural areas are twice as likely to experience multidimensional poverty compared to those in large cities, with 95% and 46% respectively.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  World vision, Break barriers people with disabilities are facing, June 2024, https://bityl.co/Qigr]  [11:  UNICEF, Faces of Child Poverty in Ethiopia, 23 march 2021, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/faces-child-poverty] 

E. Right to Asylum
Ethiopia hosts approximately 1,051,918 million refugees and asylum seekers, 80% of whom are women and children, including many unaccompanied minors. It is estimated that 54% of children under the age of 17 live in 24 camps.[footnoteRef:12] Ethiopian government and its policies remain distant and do not devote any practical efforts to activating the rights of refugee children or granting them special protection because they are children. They face significant challenges, including limited access to education and safe water. Women and girls, who are often responsible for collecting water, are at increased risk of sexual and gender-based violence.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  UNHCR, The Ethiopia operation focuses on emergency response to the different IDP situations, addressing protection needs of refugees and promoting their self-reliance in line with the Global Compact on Refugees., June 2024, https://bityl.co/Qigx]  [13:  UNHCR, Nearly 1 million refugees in Ethiopia risk limited assistance due to unprecedented funding crisis, warn UNHCR, RRS and partners, 15 April 2024, https://bityl.co/QizT] 

F. Right to Nationality
Article 36 of the Ethiopian Constitution mentions the right of children to identity and nationality, but there are no clear efforts, policies, or legislation to translate or implement this right. Article 5 of the Declaration of Nationality restricts children's rights to nationality by requiring them to have reached the age of majority and capacity, which may prevent minors who are not eligible to obtain Ethiopian nationality by descent from obtaining it under the law.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Streetchildre, Can a child apply for citizenship?, February 2020, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/children-ethiopia] 

G. Right to Prove Identity
As a state party, Ethiopia is obligated, under child rights obligations, to register births and provide official identity documents for its children. However, the government's efforts are limited, with only 3% of children's births[footnoteRef:15] registered and only 7% of children receiving official identity papers. This contributes to a significant number of children being "invisible" and unrecognized by Ethiopian law, leaving them vulnerable and without access to essential services and protection against violence, abuse and exploitation, in addition to suffering from difficulty accessing public identity registration services and poverty.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  Italian Agency, Ethiopian children are entitled to celebrate their birthday. AICS – UNICEF Project on the right of minors to identity, June 2024,  https://addisabeba.aics.gov.it/2019/2805/]  [16:  Streetchildre, Can a child apply for citizenship?, February 2020, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/children-ethiopia] 

Economic & Social Rights
Economic and social rights in Ethiopia are heavily impacted by the country's fragile infrastructure, including political, security, and economic challenges. These rights can be examined in the following areas:
A. Right to Education
Ethiopia's education system has faced major setbacks due to the overlapping crises of armed conflict, drought, and the COVID-19 pandemic. Since 2021, around 20%[footnoteRef:17] of schools have been damaged, looted, or destroyed, leading to the withdrawal of at least 13 million children from school. An estimated 3.5 million additional children (primary and secondary) are at risk of dropping out of school.[footnoteRef:18] Currently, Ethiopia contexts indicate that an estimated 2.3 million children in northern Ethiopia remain out of school in northern Ethiopia despite the peace agreement reached in November 2022, with 1 in 16 children[footnoteRef:19] out of school. In Ethiopia, the education infrastructure at all legal and institutional levels remains poor, with no compulsory education and insufficient school capacity to accommodate all children.[footnoteRef:20] [17:  , Ethiopia Education Cluster Quarterly Newsletter July - September 2023, 20 OCTOBER 2023, https://shorter.me/ZFi2a]  [18:  Relief Web, Increasing Number of Children Pushed Out of Education in Ethiopia Due to Severe Drought, Conflict and Forced Displacement, December 2023, https://shorter.me/zylk_]  [19:  MORE THAN 2.3 MILLION CHILDREN OUT OF SCHOOL IN NORTHERN ETHIOPIA DESPITE PEACE AGREEMENT, 12 April 2023, https://shorter.me/GKr5X]  [20:  USAID, Education and Youth, access date March 2024, https://www.usaid.gov/ethiopia/education] 

B. Right to Housing and Shelter
Ethiopia's fragile and insecure environment prevents children, like other citizens, from enjoying the right to adequate housing and shelter, especially in the capital city of Addis Ababa. Data shows that 42% of the displaced population in Addis Ababa are children, and more than 93% of children under five do not have access to improved sanitation services, while over 38.4% lack access to improved water supply services.[footnoteRef:21] The displacement and forced relocation of 2.5 million internally displaced children is a result of the country's ongoing challenges, including drought, conflict, hunger, and health pandemics.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  UNICEF, Faces of Child Poverty in Ethiopia, June 2024, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/faces-child-poverty]  [22:  Education cannot Wait,  Increasing Number of Children Pushed Out of Education in Ethiopia Due to Severe Drought, Conflict and Forced Displacement, 7 December 2022, https://bityl.co/Qizp] 

C. Right to an Adequate Standard of Living
Conflict, climate, and fighting are intertwined with Ethiopia's economic and social challenges and prevent Ethiopian children from enjoying their right to an adequate standard of living. In Ethiopia, children suffer from low standards of living and fragile conditions, with an estimated 36 million out of 41 million Ethiopian children suffering from multidimensional poverty. This means that they are deprived of basic goods and services in at least three dimensions, and cannot access at least three basic needs such as adequate nutrition, education, health, and shelter.[footnoteRef:23] In addition, an estimated 600,000 children and adolescents are currently homeless due to extreme poverty or family-related challenges, with 100,000 living in the capital, Addis Ababa.[footnoteRef:24] To date, of the nearly 30 million people in need of urgent humanitarian assistance, more than 12.5% of the million children require humanitarian assistance and response.[footnoteRef:25] [23:  Re, Multi-dimensional Child Deprivation in Ethiopia - First National Estimates, 17 Jan 2019, https://bityl.co/Qizu]  [24:  Goalus, 18,000 street children in Ethiopia supported by GOAL’s ChildSPACE programme over the last 10 years, but continued delivery of programme under significant financial pressure, https://shorter.me/Qkw5-]  [25:  Help Children in Ethiopia June 2024, https://bityl.co/Qj5c] 

D. Right to Food
Ethiopian children, like other citizens, face one of the worst food crises in the world, which has affected 3.9 million children and made them suffer from acute malnutrition, equivalent to half of the people suffering from malnutrition throughout the Horn of Africa region.[footnoteRef:26] This crisis has become responsible for 28% of deaths of Ethiopian children due to malnutrition and is also responsible for the suffering of 38.6% and 7% of Ethiopian children without stunting and wasting, respectively.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  Save the children,  ETHIOPIA: TOUGH MONTHS AHEAD AS RAINS FAIL FOR THE FIFTH SEASON IN A ROW WITH MILLIONS IN NEED OF URGENT FOOD ASSISTANCE, 13 Jan 2023, https://bityl.co/Qih1]  [27:  UNICEF, For every child, nutrition!, JUNE 2024, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/every-child-nutrition] 

H. Right to Health
The current state of Ethiopia's health infrastructure is insufficient to ensure children's right to health care; it is still home to many health epidemics such as malaria, HIV, and TB. As a result, infant mortality rates in Ethiopia have risen to 63 deaths per 1,000 live births, one of the highest rates in the world. The percentage of AIDS orphans in Ethiopia has reached the highest rate in the world. AIDS orphans in sub-Saharan Africa, numbering approximately 886,820 children, where undernutrition still accounts for 45 percent of deaths in children under five years of age, and stunting continues to affect more than 5.4 million Ethiopian children under five years of age (39 percent).[footnoteRef:28] [28:  UNICEF, For every child, nutrition!, access date February 2024, https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/every-child-nutrition] 

Recommendations
After monitoring, and analyzing, the facts of children's rights in Ethiopia by focusing on a set of rights, namely the right to life, nationality, the right to family, asylum, birth registration, education, food, and health, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights presents the following recommendations to the Committee on Rights of the Child:
A. Maat recommends that the government of the State Party undertake legal and legislative reforms to guarantee the right to nationality for children who do not have nationality by descent.
B. Maat draws the attention of the government of the State Party to the need to develop the infrastructure of the birth registration and identity proof system in Ethiopia. This should be done in a way that provides full services for registering births, covering their vital statistics, and facilitating its procedures.
C. Maat recommends that the Ethiopian government expand its cooperation with civil society organizations and facilitate their efforts to launch awareness and educational programs on the importance of birth registration and how to report and submit complaints about the challenges resulting from non-registration.
D. Maat calls on the government of the State Party to invest in robust social safety nets and economic protection measures for children. Furthermore, Maat urges the launch of comprehensive assistance programs and provision of essential basic services for children impacted by climate change, conflict, and epidemics. This should be a primary approach to eliminating violations related to trafficking, child labor, and exploitation.
E. Maat strongly urges the government of the State Party to upgrade the capabilities of its security and legal institutions. This should include training members on how to properly uphold children's rights obligations, prevent violations, and provide effective means of redress and compensation - particularly in cases involving trafficking, sexual exploitation, and child labor.
F. Maat recommends and implores the Ethiopian government to establish rigorous monitoring and early warning systems. These systems should proactively identify the root causes of children's rights violations, including environmental degradation, climate disasters, health crises, and conflict. The government should then leverage this data to inform the development of comprehensive national plans and strategies focused on protecting children's rights. This will enable a more effective and accelerated humanitarian response to meet the urgent needs of affected children.
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