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Chair,
Distinguished Committee Members,

[bookmark: _Hlk79581214]It is my honour to address you at the opening of the 29th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in my capacity as the Chair of the Human Rights Council Task Force on accessibility for persons with disabilities. Let me thank you sincerely for giving me this opportunity. 

I would also like to thank the President of the Human Rights Council, H.E. Mr. Václav Bálek, for extending me the opportunity to serve as Chair of this important Task Force.

For those who are not aware, the Human Rights Council established the Task Force to enhance participation for persons with disabilities with the work of the Council, in accordance with international standards. The Council, like the CPRD, is an important part of the international human rights ecosystem. We understand how crucial inclusivity is to the delivery of our mandate to promote and protect human rights, in particular the rights of persons with disabilities. I am pleased to share that the Task Force’s activities have resulted in progressive improvements to accessibility.

Over the last few years, the continued use of hybrid modalities for meetings of the Human Rights Council has been a boon for accessibility. Pre-recorded video statements in most debates of the Council, show how mainstreamed virtual participation has become, in what was a decision made in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Accessibility features through the Zoom platform for State participants, including customized settings, keyboard accessibility and screen reader support, have all become a standard option. Even the option of virtual participation has removed a significant barrier to those persons with disabilities who are unable to attend Council sessions in person.

As the business case for Covid-19 extraordinary measures have eased, the Task Force, with the support of the Council’s Bureau and the Secretariat, have treated accessibility as non-negotiable and worked to continue to hold hybrid meetings of the Council. With the agreement of the UN Secretary-General, hybrid modalities have been maintained this year and for the upcoming 54th session of the Council in September. The Task Force will continue to advocate for the importance of virtual participation options at Council sessions.

The Task Force has also been leveraging technology to mainstream accessibility in the work of the Council. For example, guidance for all video statements encourages the inclusion of captioning. Statements received by the Secretariat for posting to our website is now only permitted in an accessible format. And the President’s opening speech of each session of the Human Rights Council, contains a substantive paragraph on accessibility, including requests to States that panels be mandated accessible in the resolutions sponsoring them.

The use of sign language and captioning services are presently procured only when mandated by resolution. As such it is a real success story of the Council, that States have increasingly included such accessibility language in resolutions. In 2022, the Council held twelve panels and one interactive dialogue with international sign interpretation and captioning, and adopted nineteen resolutions mandating accessibility, including for specific panels, workshops, and seminars as well as reports. This is nearly double the number of resolutions mandating accessibility in 2021. In 2023 so far in the two Council sessions that we have held, eleven panel discussions and one interactive dialogue were fully accessible. This is encouraging for the future, and a main objective of the Task Force is to ensure that this trend continues.

The Task Force has also contributed to ensure reasonable accommodation for those that need it. For example, at the fifty-second session of the Council, two interventions were delivered by persons reading from Braille statements, for which they were granted additional time.

I am also happy to share some of the substantive work of the Council this year that focused on the rights of persons with disabilities. This included the report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on “Support systems to ensure community inclusion of persons with disabilities, including as a means of building forward better after the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”, which was discussed at the annual panel on the rights of persons with disabilities. OHCHR also presented an oral report on the implementation of the United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy across its programmes and operations. The Council also held an interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities on his report on the “Transformation of services for persons with disabilities”.

In July, The Council adopted resolution 53/14 by consensus, renewing the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities. Of note the resolution includes new language mandating the Special Rapporteur to “promote the universal ratification of the CPRD and its Optional Protocol, and also its implementation”.

I trust that I was able to convey to you the efforts that the Task Force and the Council has made to improve accessibility for person with disabilities. I hope our continued cooperation can help build on these efforts. We are in the process of organizing the next meeting of the Task Force and would welcome your participation. The Secretariat can relay the details of the meeting.

I thank you for your time and wish you well for the Committee’s session. 
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