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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 88th session
Opening of the session, 6 September 2021

UNICEF statement


Madam Chair, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

Am very pleased to see you all in-person today, and to provide you with some updates of UNICEF’s work of direct relevance to the work of the Committee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk71718101]In my last update in May, I was telling you how we wanted to bring more attention to the issue of children’s rights to access justice and to seek effective remedies for violations of their rights – an issue at the core of child rights, but still very much neglected by the international community and duty-bearers, resulting in an important gap in the consideration of children as rights-holders. We were glad therefore to organize a very well attended HLPF side event on the issue in July, together with the Committee and Child Rights Connect and continue to believe that it would be important to collectively better reflect this issue in the reporting process. We would be pleased to discuss how to best do that, at your convenience. 

In May, I was also telling you about our plans to beef up our reporting on issues of public financing and budgeting, in line with the General Comment 19 and as agreed at our last Biennial meeting. I am now pleased to report that this work is starting and that we have hired former Committee member Cephas Lumina to support it. 

This Fall, we continue to disseminate the findings of our report Realizing Rights, Changing Lives, prepared together with the Universal Rights Group, that demonstrates how engagement with human rights mechanisms, including the CRC Committee, brings measurable results and positive change in children’s lives. The next webinar, this time for West and Central Africa, is coming up in October and will benefit from the presence of two Committee members. 

We are also preparing a partnership with the University of Leiden, to provide guidance on how best to carry out child rights legislative reform – in terms of both substance and process – using and updating existing guidance, making it more accessible and user-friendly and adding good practice examples. We hope that this will be a useful resource for the many States that receive recommendations for legislative changes from the Committee. 

In addition, we are developing a global technical guidance to build UNICEF’s collective capacity to support the work of independent human rights institutions on children’s rights, which will be launched in December, with many thanks to Velina who is supporting this work. 

We are progressing well with our video animation explaining child rights to children aged 3 to 6, with the storyboard currently being circulated for comments with a group of experts in communication with young children from Africa, Asia and Latin America. Our aim is to finalize the video in time for World Children’s Day on 20 November and we count on all of you to help disseminating. 


And we have drafted, in collaboration with OHCHR, this year’s SG report on the status of implementation of the CRC which is focusing on child rights and the SDGs, to be released in the coming days and to serve as a foundation for the next GA resolution on the rights of the child this Fall.

Finally, we are preparing internal guidance on how to support and protect children who are exercising their right to peaceful assembly. In this process, we have found a particular, substantial gap in the existing resources on the issue – including in General Comment 37 from the Human Rights Committee, reports from the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and recent OHCHR guidance for law enforcement – namely, in terms of how to adapt crowd management and policing techniques in assemblies including children. We therefore aim to start a consultation process before the end of the year, to start filling this gap, and will of course involve the Committee and others who wish to join. 

On a different note and in closing, I’d like to share our continuing concern about the pushback on child rights and gender issues, including in particular girls’ rights, that we continue to witness in many countries and in intergovernmental fora such as the Human Rights Council. 

At the last session of the Council in June and July, women’s and girls’ rights indeed suffered enhanced pushback as compared to the previous sessions. While pushback was already systematic and organized in recent sessions, you may have seen that demands counter to the promotion of the gender equality agenda were intensified and that language that had been agreed in the past was now questioned. Specifically, general references to gender were systematically targeted, as well as references to sexual and gender-based violence, to sexual and reproductive health and rights and to Comprehensive Sexuality Education. Some States continued to particularly question girls’ rights and agency, using a misconstrued interpretation of article 5 of the CRC on parental guidance to systematically undermine references to empowering girls, and adolescents in general. It is worth mentioning in this context that other States, especially Western, Latin American and the Pacific countries, were generally as cohesive and systematic in ‘pushing back the push back’. 

We believe that the Committee has a great role to play, along like-minded States, civil society and UN entities, in countering regressive interpretations, voicing clear positions and clarifying the meaning of the CRC, including article 5, when it needs to be. We would be happy to have a discussion on how to best do that. 

We wish you all the best for the session, and look forward to continuing partnering with you, as well as with civil society and other UN entities. 

Thank you. 
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