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1.0. [bookmark: _Toc180999926]List of Acronyms 

ARD Association of Refugees with Disability (ARD)
AU Albinism Umbrella
CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child 
CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
ECD Early Childhood Development 
EMIS Education Management Information System
ESAU Epilepsy Support Association of Uganda 
IU Inclusion Uganda
MHU Mental Health Uganda 
NADBU National Association of Deaf Blind Union
NUDIPU National Union of Disabled Persons of Uganda
PLE Primary Leaving Examinations 
SAU Show Abilities Uganda 
SHAU Spina bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of Uganda 
SNUPA Source of the Nile Union of Persons with Albinism
UAA Uganda Albinos Association 
UCPNA Umbrella Cerebral Palsy Network Association 
UFHOH Uganda Federation of the Hard of Hearing
UNAB Uganda National Association of the Blind
UNAD Uganda National Association of the Deaf
UNAPD Uganda National Action on Physical Disability
UNICEF United Nations Children's Fund
UPPID Uganda Parents of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities
USDC Uganda Society for Disabled Children
[bookmark: _Toc160793873][bookmark: _Toc180999927]

2.0. Introduction 
1. This submission is presented by the National Union of Disabled Persons of Uganda (NUDIPU) which is the umbrella Organisation of persons with disabilities in Uganda that was established on 14th November 1987 to bring together disability organizations. NUDIPU exists to ensure a just and fair society where Persons with Disabilities live a prosperous and dignified life. This is pursued through advocacy for the rights of Persons with Disabilities including children with disabilities in a unified voice for improved livelihoods. NUDIPU also works with State and non-state actors at the national and local levels to foster the realization of her Vision and Mission. Currently, the members of NUDIPU are District Unions of Persons with Disabilities and National Organizations of Persons with Disabilities that represent each category. 
2. This submission is a culmination by NUDIPU in joint consultation with Organizations of Persons with Disabilities in Uganda. These organizations are; Uganda Society for Disabled Children (USDC), Mental Health Uganda (MHU), Uganda National Association of the Blind (UNAB), Uganda Parents of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (UPPID), Epilepsy Support Association of Uganda (ESAU), Uganda National Association of the Deaf (UNAD), Uganda Albinos Association (UAA), Uganda National Action on Physical Disability (UNAPD), National Association of Deaf Blind Union (NADBU), Uganda Federation of the Hard of Hearing (UFHOH), Source of the Nile Union of Persons with Albinism (SNUPA), Albinism Umbrella, Inclusion Uganda, Spina bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of Uganda (SHAU), Show Abilities Uganda (SAU), Umbrella Cerebral Palsy Network (UCPNA), Triumph Uganda and Association of Refugees with Disability (ARD). 
3. The submission therefore seeks to provide supplementary information to the state report submitted by Uganda government to the CRC Committee. We would like to emphatically note that our organization upholds the human rights-based approach of the CRC and the CRPD that intersect and reinforce each other when it comes to the rights of children with disabilities. We have therefore expounded on the problem to the respective articles and suggested questions for the list of issues on those respective articles. 
NUDIPU appreciates the technical support rendered by Disability Rights Fund and International Disability Alliance in coming up with this submission. 

[bookmark: _Toc180999928]3.0. Article 19 on the protection from violence, abuse and neglect. 
4. According to Joy for Children Uganda, children with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities are at a higher risk for sexual abuse than others, estimates ranging from 4-10 times the rate. Their report highlights that girl with disabilities reported slightly more physical violence compared to non-disabled girls on a scale of (99.1% to 94.6%) and considerably more sexual violence (23.6% to 12.3%) than non-disabled girls. Every child is at risk of child sexual abuse but children with disabilities are rendered more vulnerable. Girls with disabilities are often at greater risk, both within and outside the home, of violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation. The factors which place children with disabilities at higher risk of violence include stigma, discrimination, and ignorance about disability, as well as a lack of social support for those who care for them. 
Placement of children with disabilities in institutions also increases their vulnerability to violence. In these settings and elsewhere, children with hearing and visual impairments are hampered in their ability to disclose abusive experiences.[footnoteRef:1] Sexual violence towards girls with disabilities, especially blind girls has been demonstrated by the Nile Post. Dr. Eron Lawrence, a Senior Lecturer at Kyambogo, was on 6th July 2024 charged with aggravated defilement. The prosecution alleged that on October 12, 2023, between Kyambogo University and Namugongo Nsawo village in the Wakiso District, Dr Eron had carnal knowledge with a visually impaired girl aged 16 well knowing he was HIV-positive and a person in authority over her. The case is still in court.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Joy for Children Uganda: Sexual Abuse among Children with Special Needs: Accessed at https://joyforchildren.org/sexual-abuse-among-children-with-special-needs/ on 28th October 2024. ]  [2:  Nile Post: PWDs rights advocates slam court over delays to prosecute Kyambogo lecturer accessed on 28th October 2024. ] 

5. According to FIDA Uganda, discrimination against and negative attitudes towards the rights and needs of girls with disabilities rank high amongst the stumbling blocks to girls with disabilities access to justice. Discrimination towards people with disabilities, coupled with attitudes towards women in patriarchal societies, put girls with disabilities at an increased risk for violence. For instance, a local council leader in Arua cited a tendency of community members to discourage “a lady or girl with disability who is sexually abused, by telling her that ‘you wanted it...’ According to this official, this is because – “…cases involving girls with disabilities are taken lightly.[footnoteRef:3] The report went further to highlight inaccessibility of public buildings as another hindering factor especially police offices being physically inaccessible due to absence of ramps, handrails and lifts to aid their mobility.[footnoteRef:4] This happens even when there is the Building Control Act which regulates the construction industry. Other barriers include inability to meet costs such as transport, Aides’ Allowances and Accommodation.  [3:  FIDA Uganda: Study report on access to justice to women and girls with disabilities in Arua, Kampala and Moroto Districts of uganda, June 2022, Page 13. Report accessed at  https://fidauganda.or.ug/uploads//Study_on_access_to_justice_to_women_and_girls_with_disabilities_in_Arua_Kampala_and_Moroto.pdf]  [4:  Supra No. 3, page 23] 

Proposed questions for the List of Issues:
a. What mechanisms exist to ensure children with disabilities are protected against sexual abuse? 
b. What training is provided to police, judicial actors, health professionals and others who interface with survivors of violence?
c.  Concerning the visually impaired girl who was defiled by the Kyambogo university lecturer, please provide information on the outcome or status of that case. 
[bookmark: _Toc180999929]4.0. Article 24 on Health and Health Services 
6. According to Uganda National Association of the Deaf (UNAD), accessing healthcare is a challenge faced by children with hearing impairments due to communication barriers in public hospitals brought about by the lack of sign language interpreters. Although the Ugandan government committed to providing sign language interpreters in these situations as noted in the Uganda’s Commitments to the Disability Summit Report 2022,[footnoteRef:5] this commitment has yet to be realized. Consequently, children with hearing impairments and their families face difficulties in receiving adequate healthcare. Addressing this communication gap is essential to ensure equitable healthcare access and uphold the health rights of children with disabilities.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Uganda 2022 Global Disability Summit Commitments, accessed at https://mglsd.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Disability-Summit-commitments-2022-1.pdf ]  [6:  Said by Nkwangu Robert, Executive Director Uganda National Association of the Deaf (UNAD)] 

7. Access to medical treatments and assistive devices: Financial constraints, long distances, and limited availability of assistive devices like hearing aids and wheelchairs hinder proper care by and for children with disabilities. It will be recalled that government of Uganda committed in the Global Disability Summit to equip 40% of the orthopaedic workshops across the country to facilitate quality production of assistive devices by 2024 but this has yet to be done. There are few hospitals providing speech therapy services for children with cerebral palsy and intellectual disabilities.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Said by Kirungi Christine, the Executive Director Umbrella Cerebral Palsy Network Association ] 

8. There is also lack of early diagnosis and intervention: Delays in diagnosing disabilities and providing early intervention can worsen conditions and limit developmental progress of children. We also have few specialised care centres and specialist for neurological conditions and this largely affects children with spinal bifida and hydrocephalus. There are challenges in accessing essential healthcare services, such as qualified medical professionals, diagnostics, surgeries, rehabilitative therapies, and assistive devices. 

9. According to the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the annual cost to families related to caring for a young child with developmental disability in Uganda is high and unaffordable.[footnoteRef:8] The biggest cost drivers are the cost of seeking medical care and the indirect loss of a caregiver’s income due to loss of employment. The estimates show that the economic burden of caring for a young child with developmental disability is higher for households with a lower level of income than those on higher incomes, and for households in urban areas of Uganda than those in rural areas. They also show a higher economic burden for those households caring for a child with "severe" disability and those that experience paternal abandonment. The analysis included data from 70 households in Uganda. It found that the annual cost of illness was USD 949, more than 100% of the national GDP per capita for all households that took part. The lowest household cost was USD 10 and the highest was USD 3,921. Families caring for a child with a "severe" disability faced average costs of USD 358 more each year than those caring for children with mild or moderate impairment.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine: Cost of caring for a young child with developmental disability in Uganda high and unaffordable. Accessed at https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/newsevents/news/2023/cost-caring-young-child-developmental-disability-uganda-high-and-unaffordable ]  [9:  London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine: Cost of caring for a young child with developmental disability in Uganda high and unaffordable. Accessed at https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/newsevents/news/2023/cost-caring-young-child-developmental-disability-uganda-high-and-unaffordable ] 


Proposed questions for the List of Issues:
a. What has the government done to improve physical access to health facilities by children with disabilities? 
b. Health access is very costly, is there plan to provide health insurance to children with disabilities in Uganda?
c. What is the government’s plan on ensuring that sign language interpreters and services are available within the government public health system to promote communication with children with hearing impairments?
d. We have noted that the orthopedic workshops in the country are in a deplorable state and yet these are critical for improving the health of children with disabilities through rehabilitation. Government of Uganda recognized this and committed to equip 40% of the orthopaedic workshops across the country to facilitate quality production of assistive devices by 2024. What is the plan of action, what has been achieved so far. Which orthopedic workshops established or being established currently?
e. What is the government’s plan to increase the health centres in the country to manage neurological conditions for children affected by spinal bifida and hydrocephalus? Is there any mooted plan of action to increase on the specialists to manage neurological conditions in the country? 
f. What strategy has been put by government to ensure access to health information, including accessible information and communications, for children with disabilities and for parents/caregivers of children with disabilities, especially in villages and remotes areas?

[bookmark: _Toc180999930]5.0. Article 26 on social security 
[bookmark: _Toc180999931]10. Lack of National Social Protection Benefits for Disabled Children. Social protection programs in Uganda such as the Parish Development Model and disability grants, primarily target youth and adults with disabilities to support income-generating activities. However, these programs are not tailored to address the specific needs of children with disabilities or their families. The exclusion of this vulnerable group limits the impact of these initiatives and underscores the need for more inclusive policies that address the needs of children with disabilities directly. According to NUDIPU’s position paper[footnoteRef:10] which was presented to Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development on the introduction of the National Child Disability Benefit, Uganda does not offer any national social protection benefit to children with disabilities. Existing livelihood programmes, such as the Special Grant for Persons with Disabilities, have the purpose of supporting groups interested in starting small businesses or investing in other livelihoods activities. They do so by providing grants to fund business proposals put forward by groups of adults with disabilities.[footnoteRef:11] These business proposals are sometimes successful in generating income and sometimes not, since many factors determine the success of a small business or livelihoods activity. The same is not in existence for children with disabilities.  [10:  Position paper to be accessed at https://nudipuorganization-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/nangosi_david_nudipu_org/EQCWoXdkrqZDuhfTxXps2HgBej1RdhEEKucYqbamTdvJlQ?rtime=9Rf7OYkD3Ug ]  [11:  NUDIPU: Position paper on the introduction of a National Child Disability Benefit, presented to Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development, 2024. ] 


[bookmark: _Toc180999932]Proposed questions for the List of Issues:
a. What steps are being taken to assess disability related extra costs of households of children and adults with disabilities, taking into account loss of household income by a parent or family member who serves as caregiver, and costs of assistive devices, increased healthcare, etc. to address and prevent falling into poverty?
b. Is the government of Uganda considering the adoption of the National child disability benefit? 

[bookmark: _Toc180999934]6.0. Article 28 on the right to education for children with disabilities 
11. The Situational Analysis of Persons with Disabilities in Uganda report has noted that the number of children with disabilities accessing all levels of education (pre-primary, primary, secondary) is falling, with the transition from primary to secondary school being particularly problematic. Certain categories of children with disabilities are more likely not to be in school, in particular girls with physical, multiple and learning difficulties, children with physical and multiple impairments, and children living in geographical areas where enrolment is lower overall. There is also a lack of inclusive early childhood development programmes (ECD), despite a progressive policy around ECD, and a general lack of education facilities in some districts.[footnoteRef:12]  According to the Uganda National Association of the Blind (UNAB), there is no early childhood development for visually impaired children, most of the visually impaired children start schooling at a later age where they can be accepted to join primary one.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  MGLSD: Situational Analysis of Persons with Disabilities in Uganda, 2020, page 144. Accessed at https://www.developmentpathways.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Webready-DP1294-ESP-Disability-Uganda-Sept-2020.pdf  accessed on 26th October 2024. ]  [13:  Said by Denis Tumwebaze, Executive Director UNAB] 

12. Gender has a significant impact on school attendance for children with disabilities in Uganda where girls with disabilities are left at the periphery because of their disability. Some parents/caregivers for reasons such as safety going to and from school, and anxiety about how their children will manage in school have decided to keep children with disabilities at home as it was the case with grandmother of Beatrice. “Beatrice, a 13-year-old girl with epilepsy, who is looked after by her paternal grandmother. Her absent father sends money, but this is done irregularly, as he has many other children to provide for. Her mother left when her father remarried. Beatrice initially attended school, but according to her grandmother, because she had convulsions, she was taken out of school when she was 10. She now spends her day helping her grandmother with the household chores, although she is not allowed to enter the kitchen alone for fear that she may fall into the fire. Consequently, Beatrice is mainly restricted to one room in the house, and if she goes out anywhere, she is escorted by her grandmother. Her grandmother is very fearful that Beatrice is vulnerable to abuse”.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Supra no. 1, page 145 of the report ] 

13. Despite the political will to promote inclusive schools, there is limited budget and resources directed towards ensuring that children with disabilities can attend inclusive mainstream schools. While Uganda is one of the few low-income countries that has a specific budget allocation for children with disabilities, these budget lines do not clearly indicate whether finances are for special or inclusive education. This is important as it relates to the additional costs of disability, particularly the use of additional resources in the classroom, including classroom assistants or support teachers. Moreover, the budget is only 0.1% of the overall education budget.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Supra no. 1, page 145 of the report] 

14. There is lack of/limited disaggregated data on children with disabilities. The Situational assessment report has noted that the low level of allocation of finances may be exacerbated by the limited data available about children with disabilities from the education management information system (EMIS), which aggregates total numbers in school by age/sex/impairment, but does not capture dropout rates, or those not in school, thereby giving a lower rate than it is.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  Supra no. 1, page 146 of the report] 

15. According to UNICEF, despite education being free under UPE, hidden costs (such as uniforms, mid-day meals and school materials) continue to create barriers for children whose parents cannot afford them. Children are also discouraged from attending school by high levels of violence (in school and at home), a lack of parental and community involvement in education programmes, and communities not having the power or the avenues to demand good-quality education.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  UNICEF: The Situational Analysis of Children in Uganda. Accessed at https://www.unicef.org/esa/media/5051/file/UNICEF-Uganda-2019-Situation-Analysis-of-Children.pdf on 28th October 2024. ] 

16. Inaccessible teaching and learning materials for certain categories of children with disabilities. Often, children with disabilities face challenges of accessing teaching and learning materials, most of the materials are not in accessible format for some categories of children with disabilities and hence leaving them at the periphery. According to UNAB, access to information by the visually impaired children is still another big challenge where the gadgets that are used by the blind are too expensive for example Perkins braillers, braille paper and others making them unaffordable for children with visual impairments.[footnoteRef:18] The then Disability Status report by the National Council for Disability[footnoteRef:19], now National Council for Persons with Disabilities goes ahead to note the inaccessible school environment and inadequate scholastic materials for learners with disabilities in school.   [18:  Said by Denis Tumwebaze, Executive Director UNAB]  [19:  National Council for Disability: Disability Status report, 2019. Page 42-43. Report to be accessed at file:///D:/OneDrive%20-%20National%20Union%20of%20Disabled%20persons%20of%20Uganda%20(NUDIPU)/Desktop/NUDIPU%20Documents/Disability%20Status%20Report,%202019.pdf  ] 

17. Poor performance by learners with disabilities with others not being graded by the Uganda National Examinations Board (UNEB), which is the national statistical body in Uganda. Figures from UNEB indicate that the number of candidates with disabilities and special learning needs who registered for PLE examinations in 2022 were 2436 out of the 749,254 pupils that registered. This increased to 2652 in 2023. Of the 2652 candidates who sat PLE in 2023, 208 were ungraded, of the 208, 119 are deaf, 81 are blind while 8 are dyslexic. Also, the 46 candidates who registered to sit for the PLE exams did not show up for the exams.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Monitor: Accessed at https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/news/education/concern-as-learners-with-disabilities-perform-poorly-again-4528902 ] 

18. Although the government of Uganda made a commitment at the Global Disability Summit of 2022 to finalize, disseminate and implement pending disability inclusive policies and studies including the National Inclusive Education Policy in consultation with Organisations of Persons with Disabilities and unit cost study on learners with special needs, this is yet to be realized.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Uganda 2022 Global Disability Summit Commitments accessed at https://mglsd.go.ug/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Disability-Summit-commitments-2022-1.pdf ] 

19. Inaccessible infrastructure. While Uganda enacted the Building Control Act 2013[footnoteRef:22] to regulate the construction of public buildings including schools, most schools often lack ramps, accessible toilets, walkways or adapted learning materials, making it difficult for children with physical disabilities to participate fully.  [22:  https://bills.parliament.ug/attachments/The%20building%20control%20act%202013.pdf ] 

20. Lack of specialized personnel:  There is a shortage of trained teachers who can cater to the diverse needs of children with disabilities, including those with sensory or intellectual disabilities.
Discrimination and stigma. Children with disabilities may face negative attitudes from peers and teachers, leading to social isolation and reduced participation in the classroom.
21. Cost barriers. The need for assistive devices or specialized transport may impose additional financial burdens on families of children with disabilities and hence limiting their access to education. 
22. Discrimination at school on the basis of disability continues to exist. This is especially for children with physical disability, cerebral Palsy and psychosocial disabilities. A case in point is a girl child aged 16 in Buwenda who said that “Peers say that I have demons and they do not want to associate with me, play with me that the demons might get them. I feel sad and unhappy unlike other children”.
23. According to Association of Refugees with Disability (ARD),[footnoteRef:23] whereas access to education is a fundamental right, refugee children with disabilities in Uganda are going through challenges in an effort to acquire education. There are no sign language interpreters to support the day today learning of children with hearing impairments in the refugee settlements. Children with visual impairments in the refugee settlements also struggle to access user friendly materials including perkins braille.  [23:  Shared by James Muombamungu, Executive Director Association of Refugees with Disability (ARD)] 

Proposed questions for the List of Issues:
a. Most children with disabilities especially the deaf and hard of hearing have continued performing poorly in education. What has the government done to promote performance of children with disabilities especially deaf and hard of hearing?
b. We have noted that government enacted the Building Control Act to regulate the construction industry, but public schools are still inaccessible by children with disabilities especially those with physical disabilities, what could be the plan of action to address and why is it continuing to be a problem even when there is an enabling law in place? 
c. We have noted that Section 7 of the National Planning Authority Act has directed that all plans must be gender and disability inclusive, but the same is not implemented. We have noted that children with disabilities do not have accessible learnings materials nor assistive devices, including perkins braille for the visually impaired and as such they struggle to complete, or even leave school, what steps are being taken to provide the necessary supports and learning materials so children with disabilities can complete schooling on an equal basis with others?  
d. Please explain what measures has the government of Uganda put in place to ensure that children with disabilities are provided reasonable accommodation to enable them to enjoy their right to education without being discriminated against, especially children with severe disabilities?
e. What measures are in place to prevent bullying in schools and raise awareness to combat ableist, stereotypes, cultural, traditional, religious beliefs and stigma against children with disabilities?
f. What are some of the efforts/plans to ensure inclusive education for children with disabilities in the refugee settlements? 

[bookmark: _Toc180999935]7.0. Article 31 on leisure, play and culture
24. Limited inclusive recreational facilities. Many recreational and sports facilities are not designed to accommodate children with disabilities, and hence preventing them from engaging in physical activities. According to UNAB, there are few and not in existence the sporting equipment for children with disabilities especially for the blind and children with physical disabilities yet other equipment are provided for other children without disabilities. There are also no specialized playing grounds which are accessible for all children with disabilities especially in schools.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Said by Denis Tumwebaze, Executive Director UNAB
] 

25. Exclusion and discrimination from social activities: Children with disabilities often face barriers to participation in social or cultural activities due to inaccessibility or lack of inclusive programming.
26. Inadequate awareness: There is often a lack of awareness about the importance of involving children with disabilities in leisure and sports activities for their physical and emotional development.
Proposed questions for the List of Issues:
a. Is there a plan by government to provide access to leisure and sports for children with disabilities free of charge at schools and in the prion units? Most leisure place are not accessible and would require compensation for children with disabilities?
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