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INTRODUCTION

1. The Fourth and Fifth report of Mexico on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child shows the situation of children in Mexico between 2006 and 2011 and it was submitted to the Committee in May 2012. 
2. The report was written in collaboration with thirty five institutions and entities of the Federal Public Administration that are involved, in different degrees, with the implementation of this international instrument. Other institutions such as the State Systems for the Comprehensive Development of the Family (SEDIF), autonomous organisms and other powers of the State also took part on the elaboration of the report. 
3. This publication is intended to update the Committee on developments achieved by Mexico regarding the promotion, protection and defense of the rights of the child between 2012 and June 2014.
4. During this period, México has had important developments such as local and federal legislative reforms, as well as the improved collaboration among institutions in order to respond to national needs as well as to international obligations of the Mexican State. For those reasons, the Government of Mexico considers it relevant to update the Committee on these improvements for them to be considered during the examination of the report and the dialogue with its members.
5. Mexico asks for the addendum to be read in conjunction with the original report. 
6. This addendum was coordinated by the SRE, it was written between December 2013 and June 2014 and its information was provided by nine institutions of the Federal Public Administration that are in charge of important tasks of promotion and protection of the rights of children in Mexico. Additionally, the addendum contains some comments made by organizations of the Mexican civil society and the office of UNICEF in Mexico.  

Mexico City, July 2014.

1. GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION
(ARTS. 4, 42 and 44, para 6, of the Convention)
a) Measures adopted to review and bring domestic legislation and practice into full conformity with the provisions of the Convention and its Optional Protocols. 
7. In accordance with the implementation of the constitutional amendment on human rights undertaken by the State in 2011, the Government of Mexico reviewed part of its legislation to bring it into line with the Convention. 
8. The National Development Plan (PND) 2013-2018[footnoteRef:1] contains specific strategies to promote the rights of children, particularly to face all forms of violence against them; it also contains the promotion of the right to quality education; increase programs to support children and youth in conditions of special vulnerability; promote sports and culture, among others.  [1:  Available at: http://pnd.gob.mx/ ] 

9. Also, the National Program on Human Rights 2014-2018[footnoteRef:2], published in April 2014, includes specific actions directed to children and adolescents and its objectives are in line with the PND. [2:  Available at: http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle_popup.php?codigo=5343071] 

10. In order to promote the right to identity, the Government of Mexico amended article fourth of the CPEUM to incorporate the right that every person has to bear an identity and to be registered immediately after birth. In accordance to with amendment, published on July 17, 2014 at the DOF, the authority has the obligation to issue the first birth certificate for free. 
11. In terms of education, an amendment elevated the right to quality education to the Constitutional level. This amendment, approved in February 2013, establishes the obligation of the State to guarantee the quality of basic and mid-level education given in the country. It also establishes the Professional Teaching Service to ensure its professionalization and creates the National System for the Evaluation of Education, coordinated by the INEE. Additionally, it creates a System of Education Information and Management which allows education authorities to have a single platform with all necessary data for the effective operation of the education system; it strengthens the autonomy of schools regarding their management; and forbids unhealthy food to be sold at schools. 
12. In order to ensure the full implementation of the constitutional reform on education, three regulatory laws where approved in September 2013: the reformed General Education Act[footnoteRef:3], the Law of the National Education Evaluation System[footnoteRef:4]  and the Law of the Professional Teachers’ Service[footnoteRef:5], which establishes the criteria for the acceptance, promotion, and permanence of teachers, as well as personnel in charge of supervision and management of State-sponsored education. [3:  Available at : http://bit.ly/1fSpyV4 ]  [4:  Available at: http://bit.ly/W43ILN ]  [5:  Available at: http://bit.ly/1mqNdka ] 

13. Regarding the efforts Mexico has undertaken to eradicate and prevent child labor, the Senate approved a reform to article 123 of the Constitution on April 21st, 2014, which elevates the minimum age for employment from 14 to 15 years old.[footnoteRef:6] This constitutional reform will allow our country to comply with additional international commitments, such as the ratification of ILO Convention 138. [6:  For further information, please visit: http://www.senado.gob.mx/?ver=sen&mn=8&sm=2&ano=2&tp=O&np=2&lg=62&id=2063 ] 

14. In order to prevent and respond to school harassment or bullying, an important legislative effort has been undertaken in the federal states to draft specific laws addressing this problem. To date, 21 states have laws in this matter[footnoteRef:7]. Yet, the State recognizes that it is still necessary to embark on a comprehensive effort to solve this problem from a perspective of social violence and recognizing the need to build a culture of peace for the effective enjoyment of human rights, not only at schools but also in other environments in which children unfold. It is also acknowledged that legislative measures must be directed away from punitive approaches and that they should promote peaceful environments of breeding and coexistence.  [7:  The names of the laws are: Aguascalientes (Ley para prevenir, atender y erradicar la violencia escolar del 17 de febrero de 2014); Baja California (Ley de Seguridad Escolar del 5 de octubre del 2012); Baja California Sur (Ley de seguridad escolar del 31 de septiembre del 2009); Campeche (iniciativa de Ley para la Seguridad Escolar); Chihuahua (Ley de Seguridad Escolar de 31 de julio de 2004); Coahuila (Iniciativa de Ley de Seguridad Escolar); Distrito Federal (Ley para la Promoción de la Convivencia Libre de Violencia del 31 de enero de 2012); Guanajuato (Ley para la Convivencia Libre de Violencia en el Entorno Escolar del 26 de junio de 2013); Jalisco (Iniciativa de Ley contra la Violencia y el Acoso Escolar); Hidalgo (Ley para la Prevención, Atención y Erradicación de la Violencia Escolar del 2 de septiembre del 2013); Nayarit (Ley de Seguridad Integral Escolar del 21 de enero del 2010); Nuevo León (Ley para Prevenir, Atender y Erradicar el Acoso y Violencia Escolar del 1 de julio de 2013); Puebla (Ley de Seguridad Integral Escolar del 4 de febrero del 2011); Quintana Roo (Ley para Prevenir, Atender y Erradicar la Violencia entre los Estudiantes del 19 de junio de 2013); San Luis Potosí (Ley de Prevención y Seguridad Escolar del 12 de octubre de 2013); Sonora (Ley de Seguridad Escolar del 15 de enero del 2009); Tamaulipas Ley de Seguridad Integral Escolar del 27 de marzo de 2008); Tlaxcala (Iniciativa de Ley para Prevenir y Atender la Violencia Escolar); Veracruz (Ley No. 303 contra el Acoso Escolar del 1 de noviembre del 2011); Yucatán (Ley para la Prevención, Combate y Erradicación de la Violencia en el Entorno Escolar del 13 de julio de 2013 y Zacatecas (iniciativa de Ley de Seguridad Integral Escolar).] 


15. On November 30th, 2012 the Federal Labor Act[footnoteRef:8] was amended in order to incorporate into its article 176 a list of dangerous or unhealthy work prohibited for all minors no matter their age, as established by ILO Convention 182 on the worst forms of child labor, ratified by Mexico on 30 June 2000.  [8:  For further information, please visit: http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/125.pdf ] 


16. As was announced in its Fourth and Fifth periodic report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Mexico began the procedure to withdraw its interpretative declaration on article 4 of the OPAC, thus following up on the recommendation of the Committee in that respect. On May 28th, 2013 the Government of Mexico notified the UN Secretary General of its decision to withdraw the interpretative declaration it formulated when ratifying the Protocol.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  The withdrawal of the interpretative declaration was approved by the Senate on February 7, 2013.
] 


17. Regarding the adoption of the Third Optional Protocol of the Convention, from 2012 the SRE initiated a consultation process among institutions of the Executive Power which concluded at the end of 2103. Currently, the government is doing an analysis on the next steps to be taken in order to subscribe this instrument, and to comply with the new dispositions of the CPEUM. Additionally, in response to the recommendations made by the Universal Periodic Report working group, Mexico accepted to sign this Protocol understanding that a comprehensive previous analysis of the legal impact of this ratification should be carried out before doing so.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  The answer of México to the recommendations of the UPR 2103 are available at: http://www.sre.gob.mx/images/stories/docsdh/2014/addendum.pdf ] 


18. In February 2014, Congress approved a substantial amendment to the Federal Act on the Prevention and Elimination on Discrimination (LFPED) [footnoteRef:11]  in order to strengthen the anti-discrimination legal framework in the country, incorporating measures to help inclusion as well as affirmative actions that will contribute to guaranteeing real equality of opportunities and non-discrimination for girls, boys and adolescents, as well as strengthening legal faculties to punish those who violate the right to equality and non-discrimination, inter alia, against the girls, boys and adolescents of Mexico.  [11:  Available at: http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/262.pdf ] 


b) Whether a comprehensive national strategy and corresponding plan or plans of action for children have been adopted and to what extent these have been implemented and evaluated 
19. No further information.
c) Which Government authority has the overall responsibility to coordinate implementation of the Convention and its Optional Protocols, with what level of authority
Data system
20. Mexico has requested assistance from UNICEF to develop indicators regarding children, as recommended by the Committee in its observations to Mexico’s Third Report. In collaboration with INEGI, UNICEF has contributed to the review of the national survey on demographic dynamics to include issues related to lactation and birth registry. Also, national census have been reviewed in order to systematize information related to the system of justice for adolescents. 
21. In terms of social development and poverty reduction, UNICEF collaborates with the Technical Committee on Social Development Indicators, coordinated by SEDESOL, formulating recommendations to disaggregate information related to the rights of the child. Additionally, in alliance with CONEVAL, UNICEF has contributed to the elaboration of indicators and to the measurement of multidimensional poverty, for them to consider people under 18 years old. 
d) The Budget allocated for the implementation of the Convention and its Optional Protocols
22. No further information.
e) Whether international assistance and development aid are provided or received directly related to the implementation of the Convention, its Optional Protocols and related national strategies and plans
23. Through a joint effort started in 2012, UNICEF and REDIM created the initiative “10xInfancia” (Ten for Children)[footnoteRef:12], with the objective of helping municipal, state and federal governments implement urgent measures in favor of the rights of girls, boys and adolescents and to accomplish the objectives of the Convention. To date, this program has helped Estado de Mexico, Distrito Federal, Chiapas, Coahuila, Hidalgo, Quintana Roo, Oaxaca, as well as the municipalities of Puebla, Monterrey, San Cristóbal de las Casas, the 125 municipalities of Estado de Mexico, 123 municipalities in Jalisco and 84 in Hidalgo. The CONAGO’s involvement in this program is also being sought. This initiative will allow to monitor the achievements made in areas such as the creation of an Integral System for the Guarantee of Rights of children, the universalization of birth registration, among others.  [12:  For further information, please see: http://10xinfancia.mx/ ] 


24. In the framework of Ten for Children, the northern state of Coahuila became the first state of the Republic to accomplish the objective of creating a system to guarantee the rights of children. The system is based on the Act on the System to Guarantee the Rights of Children of the State of Coahuila[footnoteRef:13]. This is the first solid effort that creates an institution with its own budget that will promote the coordination of institutions at a high level to design public policies targeted at children.  [13:  Available at: http://bit.ly/1wv5G2v ] 


25. On June 3rd, 2013 an Agreement was signed between UNICEF Mexico, SEGOB, SEDESOL, SHCP, SEP and SNDIF, through which specific actions and programs will guarantee the full exercise of the rights of girls, boys and adolescents in the country. The agreement establishes different actions that must be undertaken by each institution in order to prevent violence, deal with issues of migration, juvenile justice, equality, inclusion, quality education, transparency and accountability. 

26. In March 2014, Mexico joined the Global Alliance against Child abuse online, establishes on December 5th, 2012 by the European Union and the United States. In the framework of Mexico’s participation in this alliance, which will be coordinated by PGR, our country is committed to: strengthen the efforts to identify victims of sexual abuse and pornography and to ensure that they receive appropriate attention, support and protection; promote actions that lead to the prompt investigation and punishment of sexual abuse of children on the internet; increase social awareness of this issue, and diminish the availability of child pornography online. Mexico will also share good practices with other countries who are part of the Alliance, in order to strengthen international cooperation regarding the eradication of these crimes. 

27. During 2013, regional training courses were given to the personnel of the SEDIF with the support of UNODC, thus giving technical assistance and promoting the professionalization of officials in charge of dealing with human trafficking. 

28. In February 2014 the project Stop Child Labor in Agriculture in Mexico was concluded. This project was spearheaded by the ILO in the framework of IPEC and counted with financial support from the US Labor Department. This alliance entailed an opportunity to develop local projects in Sinaloa, Michoacán, Veracruz and Oaxaca, and its objective was to contribute to the prevention and eradication of child labor in the agricultural sector, focusing on indigenous children and on child labor as a result of internal migration. The recommendations emanating from the project are focused on the need to promote institutional coordination, engender greater sensitivity among public officials and civil society, and develop adequate education systems for migrant boys and girls or those in vulnerable situations. 

f) Whether an independent national human rights institution for monitoring implementation has been established and if it receives individual complaints from children or their representatives. 
29. No further information. 
g) Measures that have been taken to make the principles and provisions of the Convention and its Optional Protocols widely known.  
30. During 2012 in Estado de Mexico, 6,000 copies of the CRC were translated to Mazahua, Náhuatl, Otomí, Tláhuica and Matlazinca. During 2013, in Durango, various materials regarding the CRC were handed out in the Tepehuano dialect: 2,000 brochures on the CRC; 1,500 brochures and 4000 posters on the Network of Supporters for the Rights of Children (Red de DIFusores); 2000 pencils and 1500 bracelets with messages regarding rights enshrined in the CRC. These materials helped children who live in Valle de Mezquital and who speak tepehuano learn more about the CRC. 
31. On 2013 STPS published a compilation of human and labor rights, based on the national and international legal frameworks, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Through this compilation the rights of underage workers over the legal age limit are discussed, and the limits, requirements and forbidden work for underage workers is established. This document was widely distributed among key actors in the three orders of government, employer organizations, unions and organized civil society, in the 32 federal entities of the country.
32. In addition to disseminating the principles contained in the Convention, Mexico has adopted a human rights-based approach in accordance with the constitutional reform of 2011. In line with this approach, its institutions have undertaken the following actions. 
33. The design and reproduction of various materials in braille and in indigenous languages is being undertaken, for the population with visual impairment and for indigenous groups, in order to promote information, awareness and a culture of “proper treatment”, thus contributing to the prevention of violence and mistreatment of girls, boys and adolescents in various contexts: family, school and community. 
34. In the same line, CONAPRED has edited a series of books titled Kipatla in versions that are accessible to girls and boys with hearing, visual and intellectual disabilities. A complementary Reading Manual was also prepared, which serves as a guide for teachers in the comprehension and teaching of subjects related to equality and non-discrimination for girls and boys in primary education. Over 90 000 collections of stories and reading manuals have been distributed in primary schools throughout the country. Furthermore, CONAPRED and Once TV Mexico co-produced a TV series based on the stories which has 12 episodes of 15 minutes each, with two seasons (2012 and 2013). 
h) Efforts undertaken to make reports and concluding observations widely available to the public at large
35. No further information.
i) Efforts undertaken to make reports and concluding observations widely available to the public at large at the national level
36. No further information.
j) Cooperation with civil society organizations and the extent to which they are involved in the planning and monitoring of the implementation of the Convention and its Optional Protocols
37. An International Forum on Information Systems regarding Rights of Children took place on December 4th, 2013. It was co-organized by REDIM, UNICEF, the Annie E. Cassey Foundation, and the SRE. This event functioned as a space to reflect on the need for Mexico to develop a comprehensive information system on the protection and safeguard of the rights of children. 

38. The SRE has become a strategic ally towards the organization of the 6th World Congress on the Rights of Children, which will take place in the city of Puebla in November 2014. The aim of the Congress is to promote a space for debate between scholars, government officials, civil society organizations and children, regarding three main issues: the right to live in a non-violent environment, the internet as a human right, and child migration and the right to live in a family environment.

39. On the other hand, the SNDIF has agreements with 28 institutions managed by civil society, through which specialized attention is given to girls, boys and adolescents under their care in the National Model Centers for Attention, Research and Training  “Casa Cuna Tlalpan”; “Casa Coyoacán”, Group Homes for Girls “Graciela Zubirán Villarreal”; “Casa Hogar para Varones” and “Centro Amanecer para Niños”. 


2. DEFINITION OF THE CHILD
(ARTICLE 1 OF THE CONVENTION)
40. No further information.
3. GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
(ARTICLES 2, 3, 6 AND 12)
a)	Non-discrimination (art. 2);
41. The National Program for Equality and Non Discrimination (Pronaind)[footnoteRef:14], published in April 2014, intends to serve as a framework for government policy on equality and non-discrimination. The program includes specific actions concerning children, in issues such as inclusive education, right to health, right to adequate food, right to social security, right to an identity, and recognition of the best interest of the child, as well as establishing the need to undertake a national diagnosis on forms of discrimination suffered by children and adolescents.  [14:  The amendment to the LFPED published on March 20, 2014 explicitly establishes that the National Program for Equality and Non Discrimination is specialized and has the nature of a specific mechanism for the determination of public action. ] 

42. Regarding non-discrimination towards indigenous children, the new Program of Indigenous Rights implemented by CDI has a specific action geared toward the strengthening of gender equality among indigenous peoples. Bridging the gender gap among indigenous peoples is thus sought through training, capacity building, and strategic actions. This action gives economic support to NGOs and academic institutions that cooperate in the achievement of this objective, particularly among teens.
43. During 2012 CONAPRED designed and developed the online course Tolerance and non-discrimination in school for teachers and technical advisors of primary education from SEP. During that same year an agreement was celebrated with SEP to avoid discrimination against minors in the process of admission and permanence in education centers within Mexico City, especially in private schools. 
44. CONAPRED also developed the online courses Adolescents, tolerance and non-discrimination and Inclusion, disabilities and non-discrimination, the latter with the collaboration of SNDIF and CONADIS. Through these actions, a total of 7 537 persons received training between November 2011 and April 2014. 
b)	Best interest of the child (art. 3);
45. No further information. 
c)	The right to life, survival and development (art. 6);
46. No further information.
State parties must indicate measures taken to:
a) Guarantee that capital punishment is not imposed for offenses committed by persons below 18 years;
47. No further information.
b) Register deaths and extrajudicial killings of children;
48. No further information.
c) Prevent suicide and eradicate infanticide and other relevant issues affecting the right to life, survival and development of children 
49. No further information. 
d)	The right of the child to be heard (art. 12).
50. During 2013, CONAPRED published the study Legislating without Discrimination, which clearly describes the various limitations and legal restrictions in place for different groups of persons, including girls and boys, to make decisions in situations that concern them directly, thus undermining the recognition and protection of the right of minors to be heard at all times and to exercise their rights. This study proposes several legislative amendments regarding the rights of the child, taking the Convention as a basis. 

4. CIVIL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 
(ARTICLES 7, 8, 13 to 17, 28, PARA. 2, 37 A) AND 39)
a)	Birth registration, name and nationality (art. 7);
51. Mexico is in the process of consolidating a new policy regarding the right to an identity, ensuring free birth registration. As has been mentioned, a constitutional amendment approved this year guarantees that all boys and girls be registered immediately after birth.
52. On April 22nd, 2013, SEGOB and SNDIF signed a Cooperation Agreement for the implementation of the campaign Universal and Timely Birth Registration. The objective of this campaign is to coordinate federal and state government institutions to ensure an immediate, free and universal registration of all the girls and boys in Mexico. Among other actions, in the framework of this initiative, 20 agreements for cooperation where signed with the SEDIF in Aguascalientes, Baja California Sur, Chiapas, Chihuahua, Colima, Durango, Guerrero, Jalisco, México, Morelos, Puebla, Querétaro, Quintana Roo, Sonora, Tabasco, Tamaulipas, Tlaxcala, Veracruz and Yucatán. At the municipality level, 99 special campaigns on birth registration were launched. Finally, the state of Nuevo León established Modules for the Interdisciplinary Attention of the Child (MAIN), with the aim to register births free of charge and ensure that minors are enrolled in the Seguro Popular (public insurance). 

b)	Preservation of identity (art. 8);
53. No further information.
c)	Freedom of expression and the right to seek, receive and impart information (art. 13);
54. The National Congress, in coordination with SEP, SNDIF and CNDH, hosted the 9th Parliament of Mexican Girls and Boys 2013, as a space for children to exercise their full right to participation and, through opinions and proposals, to act as agents for change, projecting the best interest of the child in the construction of harmonious citizen coexistence, strengthening transparency, knowledge and the discussion of universal principles and values. 300 girls and boys from throughout the country participated in the event (one for each electoral district). The participants expressed their concerns and proposals regarding education, discrimination, sexual exploitation, child abuse, family, school harassment, poverty, the environment, recreation, security and health. 
55. During 2012, 2013 and 2014, SNDIF undertook national workshops for Red de DIFusores, with the purpose of giving relevant information to girls, boys and adolescents, as well as to create spaces for their participation. The topics discussed were the following: “Cybernetic Risks” in 2012, “Right to Adequate Food” in 2013, and “25th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child” in 2014. 
56. During 2012 and 2013 the Fourth and Fifth National Drawing Contests I Live Without Violence took place, with the objective of raising awareness regarding the rights of children to live a life free from violence and to generate a culture of prevention and eradication of child abuse, through a space where boys, girls and adolescents can freely express their feelings on the subject, thus contributing to the fostering of their right to participation. 
d)	Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 14);
57. No further information.
e)	Freedom of association and peaceful assembly (art. 15); 
58. The Contest of Children Community Projects Exercising my Rights, coordinated by SNDIF, promotes the participation of boys and girls between 10 and 17 years old in order for them to demonstrate their capacity to organize and intervene in areas they are interested in, thus fostering changes in their communities. The contest has four stages to ask them to present community projects related to the following issues: violence, psychological harassment or bullying, addictions, discrimination, care for the environment, adequate nutrition, cleanliness, care for green and recreational spaces, reading, lack of affection and attention, and disabilities. During 2013, 136 projects from 27 states were registered, and a total 1 408 children participated. 
f)	Protection of privacy and image (art. 16);
59. No further information.

g)	Access to information from various sources and protection against harmful material for their well-being (art. 17);
60. No further information.
h)	The right not to be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, including a corporal punishment (art. 37) and 28, para. 2);
61. In the states of Chihuahua, Chiapas, Jalisco, Morelos, Puebla and Sinaloa a pilot strategy to prevent school harassment or bullying, through intervention in the social field was launched. Community networks of support were created to promote the strengthening of the family, focusing primarily on positive parenting, developing conflict resolution among parents and the promotion of healthy living. Additionally, the full personal development of children was promoted, generating awareness regarding protection factors and how to diminish risk factors, through the development of social, cognitive and emotional skills that promote conflict resolution.
i)	Measures to promote physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration to child victims (art. 39).
62. The SNDIF has three protocols for childcare involved in organized crime. These protocols promote inter-institutional coordination in order to ensure respect for human rights of children who are victims, witnesses or members of criminal groups, guaranteeing that they are accompanied and protected. The protocols also give training to personnel in charge of child issues.

5. FAMILY ENVIRONMENT AND ALTERNATIVE CARE
ARTICLES 5, 9 TO 11, 18 (PARA 1 AND 2), 19 A 21, 25, 27 (PARA 4) AND 39
a) Improvement of family environment and orientation to parents in accordance with children evolving capacities (art. 5).
63. The Model DIF-network for peaceful conflict resolution within the family has provided training to 530 enablers and promoters in every state of the country. There are currently 60 training modules in 25 states and 62 facilitators are able to replicate this model at the municipal level.
64. On the other hand, the SNDIF develops and implements the methodology called Promotion of Proper Treatment, which focuses on diminishing the effects of risk situations related to violence faced by children. In 2012 and 2013, this methodology benefited 234 397 children, 99 025 adolescents, 114 756 parents and caregivers, and 11 739 families in 30 states of the country.
b) Parental Responsibilities, Parental assistance and childcare provision (art 18).
65. No further information. 
c) Separating the child from parents (art. 9).
66. Chiapas offers temporary housing for migrant mothers that travel along with their children under 12 years old and that have been detained by the INM. The SNDIF manages these shelters in which child separation from their families is prevented, opening spaces that allow women to stay with their children while their migratory status is defined. 
d) Family reunification (art. 10);
67. Unaccompanied Mexican migrant children who have been repatriated from the United States receive attention at the Modules and Halfway- Houses Network with the support of SNDIF, SEDIF and SMDIF. Social Welfare Services are given to minors, such as shelter, food, medical and psychological attention and legal advice. 
68. During the stay of repatriated Mexican migrant children at the Modules and Halfway- Houses, the institutions in charge undertake a research to locate their immediate family members, they visit their homes, and make socioeconomic evaluations in order to decide whether reunification responds to the best interest of the child. 
69. Finally, after children have been transferred from the border to their place of residence and after having delivered them to their immediate family, the SEDIFs and SMDIFs develop a rooting plan that seeks to encourage each child to stay with their family and at their place of origin.
70. From January 2012 to February 2014, 175 children that were staying in care homes were reintegrated into their families through a program of regularization of the status of minors. 
e) Payment alimony (art.27, para.4)
71. No further information. 
f) Children deprived from a family environment (art. 20);
72. No further information.
g) Periodic Review of Placement (art. 25);
73. The SNDIF has a Procedures Manual to identify the multi and inter-disciplinary attention that needs to be provided to children and adolescents at their childcare facilities. This is defined through continuous reviews and monitoring activities, as well as periodic evaluations.
h) National and International Adoption (art. 21).
74.  From January 1st, 2012 to February 28th, 2014, 129 applications for national adoption and 12 applications for international adoption were received at a federal level. During the same period, 1 496 advices on national adoption and 240 on international adoption were provided. Likewise, 83 post-adoptive international follow-ups were received. 
National
75. On April 8th, 2013, the Federal Civil Code was amended and the legislation regarding adoption in seven states was reformed. In Aguascalientes, in April 2012 the figure of simple adoption was repealed. In December 2014 in Baja California the general adoption requirements, rights and obligations of adopters, and international adoption requirements were modified. In March 2013 in Zacatecas a reform that grants more faculties to the Attorney for the Defense of Children and the Family of SEDIF concerning adoption was approved. In the states of Mexico, Veracruz and Chiapas simple adoption was repealed, on the basis of the reforms approved on May 15th, August 28th and September 17th, 2014, respectively. In the state of Sinaloa, the chapter concerning adoption was repealed and a Family Code was created in February 2013. Finally, in Tamaulipas the chapter about adoption was repealed and the Law on Adoption was drafted in August 2012.
            International
76. In June 2013, the SNDIF issued the Requirements and Procedures for the Renewal of the authorization for professionals working at private care institutions or/and private charities[footnoteRef:15]which seek to provide greater certainty and transparency to the process of international adoption in so far as it regulates the professional authorizations that develop psychosocial reports of international adoption, post- adoption follow ups and adoptability reports, essential documents within the adoption process. These guidelines were issued on the basis of articles 4.5 and 16 of the Hague Convention, as well as on its Guides to Good Practices number 1 and 2. [15:  For further information, please visit: http://sn.dif.gob.mx/requisitos-y-procedimiento-de-autorizacion-y-renovacion-de-autorizacion-a-profesionales-de-instituciones-de-asistencia-yo-beneficencia-privada/ ] 

77. Within the framework of these requirements and procedures, the SNDIF authorized three international bodies of the United States of America in May; five in July and one in August 2013 and in January 2014 it authorized an international agency from France.
i) Illicit transfer and non-return (art. 11); 
78. In April 2013, SRE, CONATRIB and PGR signed a Cooperation Agreement on human rights protection and defense, with emphasis on international child restitution. This agreement seeks to spread the legal framework on illicit transfers.

79. In October 2013, the first Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice issued a thesis that gives legal certainty to the procedure of international restitution of children.

j) Abuse and neglect, including physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration (arts. 19 and 39).
80. In order to reduce risk factors for children who live in violent and criminal environments, the National Program for Social Prevention of Violence and Delinquency 2014-2018[footnoteRef:16] promotes the following actions: democratic interaction and respect to the rights of children inside families; strengthening of parental skills that support the development of children; good school performance and attendance; prevention of violence and discrimination at school; participation and civic education among children to prevent violence and delinquency; cultural and sports activities for children to develop healthy and non-violent lifestyles; permanent actions to prevent CSEC and child trafficking, and responsible use of Internet to prevent cyber-crimes against children.  [16:  Available at: http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle_popup.php?codigo=5343087 ] 


81. An example of the aforementioned strategy is the program Sports Heroes, which uses a comprehensive approach of social prevention of violence through football and it is aimed at children between 13 and 15 years old at risk. The program has mixed academies with two components: football lessons delivered by a retired football professional player and an educative program consisting of workshops on prevention of violence, personal development and life skills delivered by OSCs experts on youth. This program was launched in 2013 as a pilot and it targeted 1 500 children in 21 cities. During the following months the program will be expanded through 30 states and 60 cities to target 10 000 children throughout the country.

82. In line with the strategy on prevention of violence, SEGOB implemented the program PreVer[footnoteRef:17] which seeks to avoid school desertion caused by undetected visual deficiencies among children and that can be corrected through the use of glasses. During the school year 2013-2014, 576 675 glasses will be provided to children who need it. The program is managed by the organization Ver bien para aprender mejor.   [17:  “PreVer” is used with a double meaning, as in “prevent” and as in “pre view”.] 


83. Furthermore, the strategy on child abuse was implemented from January 2012 to February 2014. It aims to provide psychosocial attention to prevent and detect child abuse 

84. The states of Baja California Sur, Coahuila, Quintana Roo and Yucatan installed ludic-educative spaces in the waiting rooms of health centers, familial clinics and hospitals, with the aim to promote interaction of children and caretakers through recreational activities, and to promote proper treatment, in order to build spaces of respectful human relations. 


6. 	DISABILITY, BASIC HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
(ARTS 6, 18 (PARA 3), 23, 24, 26, 27 (PARA 1 – 3) and 33)
a) Survival and development of the child (art. 6, para. 2);
85. No further information. 
b) Health and Access to healthcare services and facilities (art. 24);
86. No further information. 
c) Efforts to face health difficulties and promote physical and mental health and wellbeing of children 
87. No further information. 
d) Reproductive rights of adolescents and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle;
88. A National Model for the Prevention and Attention to Child and Adolescent Pregnancy was launched in 2013. It promotes reproductive rights, social inclusion and gender equality through prevention and attention to adolescents, their families and their communities. 
89. In October 2013, the SNDIF and SEDIF Jalisco signed a Cooperation Agreement to build the Model Center for the attention to Pregnant Children and Adolescents in the municipality of Zapopan, Jalisco. The center aims to give comprehensive protection to children and adolescents and their babies at risk or to victims of sexual abuse, physical and psychological mistreatment. 
90. Towards the end of 2013, CONAPO launched a campaign on adolescent pregnancy prevention entitled The responsibility is yours. Inform yourself, it’s your right. The campaign shows images of young people talking about the importance of being well informed and to protect themselves from undesired pregnancies and from sexually transmittable diseases, in order to exercise their sexuality in a responsible manner.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  For further information please consult: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krnYCyHxO3U ] 

91. The 21 Houses of the Indigenous Women (CAMI) coordinated and operated by organizations of indigenous women and financed by the CDI, provide services on sexual and reproductive health of indigenous women and they promote the elimination of gender-based violence. During 2014, three more CAMIs will be built. 

e) Prohibition and eradication of harmful traditional practices, in particular, genital feminine mutilation and early and forced marriages (art. 24, para. 3);
92. No further information.
f) Protection of children from the use of psychotropic abuse (art. 33);
93. No further information.
g) Measures to guarantee protection of children with imprisoned parents and children with their mothers in prison.
94. No further information.
h) Social Security and childcare services and facilities (arts. 26 y 18, para. 3);
95. In 2012, CONAPRED led a procedure with the ISSSTE, regarding the restrictions of access to children with disabilities to their childcare facilities. As a result, the ISSSTE published a bylaw that recognizes the right of children with disabilities to have access to this service. 
i) Standard of living and measures adopted to guarantee the physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development of children in the form of nutrition, clothing and housing (art. 27, para. 1 to 3).
96. Since 2012, Mexico undertook a transformation of its social policy approach and developed a policy with the aim of assuring the enjoyment of human rights. One of the axes of this policy is focused on the lifecycle of people in order to provide broader protection at the most vulnerable stages of their life: childhood, youth, and elderly adulthood. This policy also aims for an inclusive development that guarantees the rights of women, indigenous people, people with disabilities and children.
97. In line with this new social policy, the federal Government of Mexico is launching a campaign called National Crusade against Hunger.[footnoteRef:19]This program is a strategy of inclusion and wellbeing that seeks to assure food security among the 7.01 million Mexicans that live in extreme poverty. One of the purposes of this campaign is to eliminate child undernourishment and improve growth indicators of children in early childhood. [19:  For further information, please visit: http://sinhambre.gob.mx/ ] 

98. Moreover, the Human Development Program Opportunities seeks to promote capabilities associated to education, health, and nutrition of those families benefited by this program with the aim of breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty. Through this program, families with children between 0 and 9 years old receive a monthly monetary support per child. During the first trimester of 2014, a total of 2 859 998 children received this support and 99.2 per cent of these children are well nourished.

7. EDUCATION, LEISURE AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
(ARTICLES 28, 29, 30 AND 31)
a) Education, including vocational training and guidance (art. 28);
99. The Pronaind 2014-2018 includes strategic lines on inclusive education, with the purpose of combating discrimination in access to education, particularly to indigenous children, afro-descendants or children with disabilities. 
100. The program Opportunities provides scholarships and school supplies to students of elementary and middle school. From middle school on, the support is given depending on the grade and gender of the student, the highest scholarship is granted to women. By the first trimester of 2014, 5 997 454 students were benefited by this program: 4 939 005 on basic education and 1 058 449 in middle education.
101. The Program to support Indigenous Education –formerly Program of Indigenous Childcare facilities and school services-, managed by the CDI, provides accommodation and food; promotes the strengthening of social, hygienic, recreational and leisure activities, and it is focused on indigenous children willing to conclude their basic education. The program is targeted to children who live in communities without schools. Also, children and adolescents have access to food in 239 community dining halls. During 2013, the Program had an investment of 909 million pesos[footnoteRef:20] and a total of 74 982 indigenous children from 544 municipalities in 21 states were benefited, through the 1 305 shelters and community dining halls. From 2014, the Program has included scholarships for indigenous children attending high school.  [20:  The average exchange rate in 2013 was 12.8 Mexican pesos for one American dollar.] 

102. CONAPRED’s study titled Legislating without discrimination analyzes the school system in Mexico and suggests modifications to the normative framework in order to establish an inclusive educative system. The study suggests a comprehensive, deep and clear educative approach to specific needs of population groups such as children with disabilities and indigenous children. 
b) Aims of education (art. 29);
103. As it was expressed on the first part of this addendum, in 2013 a constitutional amendment established the obligation of the State to guarantee the quality on education. This amendment is complemented by secondary laws and by the National System of Educative Evaluation that will assure that educators have the skills and appropriate training to provide quality education to children in Mexico.
c) Cultural rights of children belonging to indigenous or minority groups (art. 30)
104. No further information.
d) Education on human rights and civic education;
105. No further information.
e) Leisure, recreation and cultural activities (art. 31).
8. SPECIAL PROTECTION MEASURES 
(ARTS 22, 30, 32 to 36, 37 B) A D), 38, 39 AND 40)
a) Children outside their country of origin that seeking refugee status (art. 22), unaccompanied children seeking for asylum, internally displaced children, migrant children and children affected by migration; 
106. The Special Program on Migration 2014-2018[footnoteRef:21] that was published on April 30th, 2014, seeks to consolidate a migration policy based on the promotion of human rights, sustainable development, gender equality, intercultural dialogue and human security. The Program aims to articulate public policies that might enable the integration of migrants through better access to health services, employment benefits with wage employment and legal certainty. [21:  Available at: http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle_popup.php?codigo=5343074 ] 

107. Personnel at the SEDIF that work with national and foreign migrant children are periodically trained by IOM, ACNUR and UNICEF. 
108. In collaboration with the IOM, the Mexican government is developing a Protocol for the attention of unaccompanied migrant children that aims to establish standards for the attention to this group.
109. As part of the strategy to prevent unaccompanied child migration, the Community Leaders Model of Training is a methodology that promotes participation of children recognizing that they are familiarized with the causes and impacts of migration. As such, the leaders promote projects to prevent unaccompanied child migration.

b)	Children in armed conflicts (art. 38), including their physical and psychological recovery and their social reintegration (art. 39):
110. No further information. 
c)	Children in situation of exploitation, including physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration:
i)	Economic exploitation of children, including child labor (art. 32), with specific reference to the minimum age for admission to employment;
111. The Inter-Secretarial Commission for the Prevention and Elimination of Child Labor and the Protection of Adolescents in a working age was created in June 2013. Its goal is to coordinate the entities of the Public Administration on the design, formulation, implementation and evaluation of public policies targeted at preventing and eliminating child labor. This Commission is chaired by the STPS and it is integrated by other nine Secretariats, the IMSS, the SNDIF, representatives of workers’ unions and employers’ organizations. Also UNICEF and ILO take part at the Commission as observers. This Commission represents an important achievement to coordinate the institutional work in Mexico in the spirit of achieving the international goal of eliminating the worst forms of child labor by 2016 and to totally eliminate it by 2020. Additionally, to date, almost all the states of the Republic have installed their own Inter-Secretarial Commissions on the matter. 
Urban Marginal Child Labor
112. No further information.
ii) Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (art. 34);
113. The General Law to Prevent, Prosecute and Eliminate human trafficking and to protect and assist victims of that crime and its bylaw were published in June 2012 and in September 2013, respectively. The law, which is currently being reviewed with the aim of improving it, establishes mechanisms to protect life, dignity, freedom, integrity and security of every person, as well as to promote the development of children. The best interest of the child is considered among the guiding principles of this law. This law also includes the establishment of preventive and educative campaigns, as well as local development programs that will contribute to eliminate human trafficking. 
114. With the aim of contributing to eliminate CSE, the SNDIF drafted the Protocol for the attention to Children Victims of Sexual Exploitation, as a tool aimed at all members of society, particularly to those who have contact with children under 18.
iii) Sale, trafficking and kidnap of children (art. 35):
115. No further information.
iv) Other forms of exploitation (art. 36);
116. No further information.
d)	Street children; 
117. With the support of OSCs, the Government of Mexico has developed education programs targeted at street children and intended to improve school performance and prevent school dropout. Among the projects there are courses on self-esteem, addiction management and reduction of damage, prevention of violence, sexual health education, the development of productive skills and school for parents. Other projects promote sports, health, arts, culture and leisure. These projects aim to prevent homelessness and the risks associated to this phenomenon. 
118. The facilities used to give attention to street children are constantly improved. Spaces such as computer labs and playrooms have been created and dorms have been equipped. 
e) Children in conflict with the law and victim or witness children:
i)	Juvenile justice;
119. No further information.
Organized Crime 
120. The Strategy for the attention of children in organized crime scenarios considers the protection of human rights and the safeguard of physical and psychological integrity of children though an operation against organized crime lead by police. This strategy assumes that children involved in organized crime should be treated as victims.
121. Personnel from the PGR, SSP, SEDENA, SEMAR, police from Central America and ICRC were trained on the Protocol for the First Contact, through the Interagency Board for the care of Children and Adolescents in Organized Crime Scenarios. The aim of the protocol is to provide public servants with the necessary tools to diminish the stress level and emotional crisis among children and to identify those cases of acute stress. 
122. In line with the former action, further training was provided on the Protocol for the Second Contact in the Justice Process. This second contact seeks to provide tools to officials of the public prosecutor, to take statements carefully to avoid re-victimization of those children and adolescents who are made available to them as victims, children in conflict with the law or witnesses. 
123. Meanwhile, the Protocol for the Third Moment in Joint Monitoring and Restitution of Rights seeks to coordinate a network of stakeholders to develop a diagnosis of the situation of children and adolescents according to their special characteristics and participation in criminal proceedings, and generate a plan for restoration of their rights. 

f)	Children belonging to minorities or indigenous groups (art. 30).
124. No further information. 
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8
