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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the CRC,,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the eighty-eighth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  I am particularly glad to see you all in Geneva after three sessions held online following your last in-person session held here in January 2020. I would like to recognize your hard work on-line throughout a very difficult year and a half. We appreciate your enduring efforts, also between sessions, to monitor children’s rights worldwide through all available means despite the various challenges imposed by the global pandemic. 

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

 I open this session with a heavy heart. The rapid seizure by the Taliban of Afghanistan, one of the States you were scheduled to review during this session, has raised worries of a return to past grave patterns of human rights violations, including for children’s rights. Our Office has received credible reports of serious violations of international humanitarian law, and children’s rights abuses, taking place in areas under effective control of the Taliban. These include restrictions on girls' right to attend school, recruitment of child soldiers and repression of peaceful protest and expression of dissent. We hope that, as mentioned in your statement of 30 August issued jointly with the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, all parties will “respect, protect and fulfil all the human rights of women and children enshrined in both Conventions” and that the new Government will resume the dialogue with your Committee soon.

Madame la Présidente,
Cette année marque le 25e anniversaire du mandat de la Représentante spéciale du Secrétaire General pour les enfants et les conflits armés. Son rapport démontre que l'incidence des violations contre les enfants dans les conflits est " alarmante ", et que la pandémie a encore accru la vulnérabilité des enfants à cet égard. Pour la seule année 2020, les Nations Unies ont recensé plus de 26 000 violations graves. Les violations liées au recrutement et à l'utilisation d'enfants dans les conflits armés ont été les plus nombreuses, suivies par les cas de meurtre et de  mutilation d'enfants, et le refus de l'accès à l’aide humanitaire. Aussi, dans la majorité des cas, les filles ont subi des violences sexuelles tandis que les garçons étaient recrutés et utilisés dans les conflits armés, enlevés et tués. Les États doivent respecter les droits des enfants dans les conflits armés, notamment en s'acquittant de leurs obligations au titre de la Convention relative aux droits de l'enfant et en devenant parties à son Protocole facultatif concernant l'implication d'enfants dans les conflits armés, s'ils ne l'ont pas encore fait. 
Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Messieurs les experts,
	Nous nous félicitons de la décision du Comité de consacrer sa prochaine Observation générale aux droits de l'enfant et à l'environnement, en mettant l'accent sur le changement climatique. Cette décision est non seulement opportune, mais également essentielle pour garantir le droit des enfants à un environnement sûr, sain et durable. Le mois dernier, le Groupe d'experts intergouvernemental sur l'évolution du climat a rappelé que le changement climatique est réel, et qu'il est à l'origine de phénomènes météorologiques extrêmes et de catastrophes naturelles plus fréquents, ainsi que de la propagation de maladies tropicales. Ces phénomènes menacent directement et indirectement la jouissance pleine et effective d'un ensemble de droits de l'homme dans le monde entier, et touchent de manière disproportionnée les personnes et les communautés en situation vulnérable, notamment les enfants, qui ont le moins contribué aux émissions de gaz à effet de serre. En effet, les impacts négatifs du changement climatique affectent les droits des enfants à la vie, à l'eau potable et à l'assainissement, à l'alimentation, à la santé, au logement, à la culture, au travail et au développement. Les enfants qui vivent dans des zones côtières et dans d'autres écosystèmes fragiles sont les plus menacés par le changement climatique.  J'espère que cette Observation générale contribuera à aider les enfants et les jeunes, ainsi que leurs défenseurs, à demander des comptes aux gouvernements et aux autres acteurs concernés.
Madam Chair,
The 33rd annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, conducted under the leadership of the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, took place from 7 to 11 June.  It was a timely opportunity for the Chairs to discuss critical issues, and translating their vision into concrete actions in  light of the major positive development, which is the report of the co-facilitators on the 2020 treaty body review .  Issues under discussion included: (1) the development of a predictable review calendar that maximizes synergies and complementarities across treaty bodies and ensures full reporting compliance, including the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition, including the use of new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the treaty body system. These are all topics that have been considered in depth at various stages and in different settings and on which action is now expected. In follow-up to the meeting,  the Chair of the CRPD and of this year’s Chairs meeting, has put on the table comprehensive proposals,  in consultation with the CRPD, to be considered by all Committees during their meetings until the end of the year. OHCHR will continue to support treaty bodies in this critical endeavor for the future of the treaty body system, including by facilitating, if deemed necessary, another meeting of the Chairs, with a view to reaching a consensual way forward on the main issues at hand.
Distinguished Members of the CRC,
	I will now recall recent developments regarding the rights of the child at the intergovernmental level.   As previously mentioned, the topic of the next  resolution of the Human Rights Council, the thematic report of the High Commissioner and the 2022 annual full-day meeting on the rights of the child will be “the rights of the child and family reunification”.  This topic will encompass challenges to children’s rights in the context of migration, conflict and other complex areas. The aim of the Council process will be to highlight and advance in addressing ongoing gaps in international cooperation, norms and practices with respect to the rights of the child and family reunification. We recognize the active and valued engagement of the Committee on this matter so far, in particular Ms. Otani’s and Ms. Skelton’s participation in the recent advisory meeting of experts convened by OHCHR. The Committee’s commitment to remaining involved in this process is vital to ensuring strong recommendations and outcomes for the Council process. 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
I am aware that you have a heavy program ahead of you for the next 3 weeks, and would like to extend my best  wishes to all of you t for a successful and productive session. 
Thank you for the attention.  
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