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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, I have the honour to declare open the thirty-sixth session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
	It is a privilege for me today to address this meeting and I wish to extend a warm welcome to all of you.

Allow me at the onset to take this opportunity to congratulate Ms. Sabrina GAHAR, Professor in Clinical Psychology, who was appointed on 31 January 2023 by the Government of Algeria, to replace Mr. Lazhar Soualem, who resigned effective 12 December 2023, as a member of the Committee. This brings the number of female Committee members to four, which is a good development. We all know the High Commissioner’s strong call on the States parties to meet their commitments to gender parity by, at least, nominating more female candidates for membership of the treaty bodies. This – like geodiversity – is a matter of fairness, equality of opportunity and of credibility of the treaty body system. 
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
During the thirty-sixth session, your Committee will consider the second periodic report of Morocco, the combined initial and second periodic reports of Nigeria, the third periodic report of El Salvador, and the third periodic report of the Philippines. The Committee will also adopt the lists of issues prior to reporting for the second periodic report of Niger and the second periodic report of Seychelles, under the simplified reporting procedure, in addition to follow-up letters concerning the follow-up reports for Argentina, Colombia and Guatemala, with respect to the implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families.
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	The situation of women in the context of the work with which you have been charged could not be more strategically important. More than half of the world’s 281 million migrants are women and children. The populations of the majority of the countries of origin of migrants are the youngest in the world. This is a crisis for families, parents, primary carers and the young and younger. 

	As Experts, you know far better than everybody, the significance of today’s migration for the future of justice, sustainability, peace and prosperity in our world. As old as human history, nonetheless, our era is distinguished by unprecedented movements within and across borders. But we also understand that migration is a phenomenon, from which so many of us here have benefited directly. Yet for the vast majority of those who never will enjoy the privilege of sitting in such rooms, migration involves a flight from fear; not a choice to explore new frontiers nor an achievement to celebrate.

People do not embark on perilous journeys as a choice from among viable options but because they have no other options. 

Drivers of migration include economic, demographic, environmental factors, social and political dynamics, and insecurity and conflict. People may migrate to access better economic, employment and education opportunities for themselves and their families. Some migrate due to a lack of access to their human rights such as health, food or basic education, and due to discrimination, poverty or separation from their family. They may move in response to crises – both natural and human-made – and, increasingly, in response to environmental change. Many people move, indeed, for a combination of these reasons. In some circumstances, the resulting movement will be under the protection international refugee law but nonetheless will mean that the person is in need of the protection provided by international human rights law. Some migrants who move in these circumstances will be unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin. People who are compelled to move are at greater risk of human rights violations throughout their journey.

Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	Contemporary migration is an increasingly complex phenomenon, whether one looks at who moves, why they move or how. Currently some 281 million people live and work in countries that are not their own. This is high on the agenda of the international community not just because migration is a symptom and effect of deep social, economic, and-now-environmental stresses and change but because the often precarious movement of people worldwide engages fundamental human rights and responsibilities.
Migrants, notably those in an irregular situation, are disproportionately vulnerable to human rights abuses and violations, including discrimination, marginalization, exploitation, violence and xenophobia. They frequently have no access to guarantees of due process or to remedies. As border controls have become stricter and regular pathways to entry and stay have narrowed, migrant journeys have become longer, more fragmented and more dangerous. Between 2014 and 2021, more than 40,000 women, men and children have gone missing or have lost their lives on migratory routes across the globe. Too many people have been reported dead or missing en route, and countless other disappearances were never reported, the whereabouts remain unknown or the bodies never found.
Yet the human rights dimensions of migration remain widely neglected. Migration is usually discussed in terms of economic development or security and border control. Inflammatory and xenophobic rhetoric against migrants helps politicians win votes, and in times of crisis, the migrant makes a convenient scapegoat to blame for social and economic difficulties.
Recognizing the seriousness of the human rights challenges that arise in the context of migration, OHCHR has been working to close the protection gap between the human rights norms enshrined in international law and the many violations of rights that occur in practice. OHCHR has strongly advocated for the inclusion of a human rights perspective in migration policies and their implementation and has called for the realization of the human rights of all migrants, regardless of their migration status, in accordance with the international human rights framework.
Allow me in this regard to commend the OHCHR Migration Unit for having developed a Training Guide: Towards a human rights-based approach to Migration with a substantive contribution from the CMW Secretariat.
I very much welcome the joint launch of this Training Guide by the OHCHR Migration Unit and your Committee, in a joint parallel side event, which will take place on Wednesday, the 4th of April, on the margins of your thirty-sixth session.
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	I welcome the decision of the Committee to elaborate a general comment No. 6, on the Convergence of the Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. The main objective of the General Comment is to provide authoritative guidance to States on the need to implement the two instruments in synergy. The CMW Convention – the only global legally binding instrument on migration – and the Global Compact for Migration – a non-binding instrument – are the most important international instruments in the context of migration. They are unique, complementary and mutually reinforcing in advancing migration governance and in promoting and protecting the rights of all migrants, regardless of their status. The Global Compact is also a guiding policy instrument for the achievement of its objectives, which after all contributes to fulfilling the various human rights of migrants and helps to operationalize the provisions of the Convention. These international human rights instruments should be implemented in synergy, as they present numerous complementarities and synergies.

Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	Regular migration remains a central mechanism for protecting the rights of migrants and their families, especially those in a particularly vulnerable situation, as a key tool for the implementation of a comprehensive migration policy, and as a factor that contributes to the fulfilment of the goals of numerous public policies in destination countries. 
Thus, a tool for protection and inclusion benefits migrants, their families, the receiving society and the states of destination. Furthermore, by reducing the risks along migratory routes, positive effects are generated in transit States, and on the other hand, by promoting the inclusion and well-being of migrants and their families, it can benefit other family members, in the country of origin as well as the economy of those countries, through an eventual increase of remittances. 
In their joint General Comments Nos. 3 and 4 and 22 and 23 on the human rights of children in the context of international migration, the CMW and the CRC Committees refer to the increased vulnerability of “children in the context of international migration, in particular those who are undocumented, stateless, unaccompanied or separated from their families throughout the migratory process, to different forms of violence, including kidnapping and abduction.They acknowledge that the lack of regular and safe channels for children and families to migrate contributes to children taking life-threatening and extremely migration journeys”.
We value the work of your Committee, through its concluding observations and general comments for the expansion of channels of regular pathways for migration, as well as guaranteeing permanent and temporary regularization channels in destination countries.
For instance, in the five General Comments it has adopted so far, the Committee has identified regularization as the “most effective measure to address the extreme vulnerability of migrants and their families, in an irregular situation”. Since, the Committee first addressed the issue of regularization in a concluding observation in 2007, it has expressed concern to States parties at a lack of regularization options, and has commended States that have adopted regularization measures, and has identified shortcomings in the regularization undertaken by some States parties, along with recommendations for addressing such shortcomings.
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
In ending my statement, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Chair for his commitment and dedication as the Chair of the Chairs of the treaty bodies for the tangible outcomes of the 34th meeting of the Chairs. I would like also to thank your Committee and Mr. Can Ünver for his contribution to the meeting of the focal points of the treaty bodies on the harmonization of the working methods, hosted by the Geneva Academy, on 29 November 2022. 
	I wish you all a most successful session and thank you for your attention. 
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