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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions to be included in the List of Issues

Pre-sessional Working Group of the CESCR Committee for the 48th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

EQUATORIAL GUINEA
Equatorial Guinea has not signed or ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities nor its Optional Protocol.
No State report submitted.

Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide the Committee detailed information on how the Government is actively consulting with and involving persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in the development of Government plans and national policies concerning health care, education, employment and social protection in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD? 
· What steps are being taken to promote the positive image of children and adults with disabilities amongst government personnel, the public and families?  What campaigns are being designed and led together with organizations of persons with disabilities to raise awareness about persons with disabilities as equal citizens and contributors to society?
· What steps are taken to ensure collection of adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society?
· What steps are being taken to accede to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol?
Article 3
· What steps are being taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of domestic violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices? What measures are being adopted to ensure that both services and information for victims are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities?
· How is information about seeking help and making complaints against perpetrators made available and accessible to children and adults with disabilities regarding violence and exploitation? 
Articles 2, 6 & 7
· What measures have been adopted to ensure the elimination of discrimination of persons with disabilities in access to employment, both in private and public sectors, and to ensure that employees with disabilities in all forms of employment, including sheltered employment, enjoy rights under fair wage and labour laws on an equal basis with others?  Does the law provide for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in the workplace, and is there an explicit recognition that its denial constitutes disability-based discrimination (Articles 2, 5(3), CRPD)? 
Article 10

· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that all children, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits) to children with disabilities and to their families, including foster families ?
· Does the law foresees the provision of support services to assist families in their care for children with disabilities?  In particular, what measures are in place to ensure that services and assistance are rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance?
Article 11
· Please provide information on the number of persons with disabilities benefitting from secured housing with supports to live independently in the community? 
Article 12

· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?  With respect to health and mental health decisions concerning the child him/herself, how does the Government ensure that children with disabilities have the opportunity to express their views and for their views to be given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and are provided with age- and disability-appropriate support to exercise these rights?
· What measures are in place to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
Articles 13 & 14
· What measures are being taken guarantee the implementation of inclusive education in the law and practice?  Please provide statistics of the number of children with disabilities attending the following mainstream schools: primary school, middle school, highs school and the rate of success and completion of schooling. What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school?   
Article 15
· What measures are in place to give full effect to the cultural rights of persons with visual impairments, and their access to information, by amending legislation to provide exceptions and limitations to copyright laws so that they may be made available and accessible?
ANNEX- Disability references in Concluding Observations with respect to Equatorial Guinea
CRC Committee Concluding Observations, 2004, CRC/C/15/ADD.245
23.
The Committee is concerned that societal discrimination and cultural practices persist against vulnerable groups of children, in particular girls, children born out of wedlock, children with disabilities, children belonging to ethnic minorities and children from poor and rural families, and that the measures taken to prevent and combat this discrimination are insufficient.

24.
The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to ensure the implementation of existing laws guaranteeing the principle of non discrimination and full compliance with article 2 of the Convention, and adopt a proactive and comprehensive strategy, including through awareness-raising, to change attitudes and values and eliminate discrimination on any grounds and against all vulnerable groups, in particular girls and children from poor and rural families.
Children with disabilities

48.
The Committee is concerned at the absence of statistical data and a comprehensive policy for disabled children, who continue to face discrimination in particular with regard to their integration in society, access to education, health and participation in social and cultural life.  

49.
In light of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339), the Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take effective measures to collect adequate and disaggregated data on children with disabilities and use such data to establish a comprehensive policy and appropriate programmes and ensure that children’s rights are adequately integrated into them;

(b)
Undertake all necessary measures to combat discriminatory attitudes towards children with disabilities, particularly amongst children and parents, and promote their participation in all aspects of social and cultural life;

(c)
Formulate a strategy that includes appropriate teacher training, to ensure that all children with disabilities have access to education and, wherever possible, that they are integrated into the mainstream education system;

(d)
Undertake awareness-raising campaigns to sensitize the public, and parents in particular, about the rights and special needs of children with disabilities;

(e)
Allocate further resources for special education, including vocational training, and for the support given to families of children with disabilities;

(f)
Seek technical cooperation for the training of professional staff working with and for children with disabilities from, inter alia, UNICEF and WHO.
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