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Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I declare open and welcome you to the fifty-fifth Session of the Committee against Torture. 
“Conflict, persecution, bad governance and severe violations of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights force millions of people to leave their countries and seek safety and opportunity elsewhere. Too often, they are met with more exploitation, discrimination, violence, coupled with harshly enforced refusals to permit entry. Whether or not they have visas, these are people with the same human rights as all of us here today. They have faces: young and old women and men, and children – accompanied or, in many cases, separated from their parents. They flee atrocities, biting poverty, places with no access to even basic rights, and where the rule of law is broken” 
The appalling situation of migrants was highlighted by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein in his statement at the interactive dialogue on the human rights of migrants at the 29th session of the Human Rights Council on 15 June 2015 in Geneva.  

Against this backdrop, the High Commissioner for Human Rights reminded all States of their human rights obligations, including the full respect of migrants’ right to be treated with dignity and therefore the necessity for a State approach that is motivated by respect for their fundamental rights as human beings.  
The High Commissioner’s statement was echoed by the call from the key-United Nations anti-torture actors in the context of the United Nations International Day in Support of Victims of Torture on 26 June 2015. 
Your committee together with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, the United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture indeed stressed on that occasion that:
“Amid the upsurge in migration around the world, it is vital that States ensure that people fleeing torture are immediately identified to avoid exposing them to further trauma, ill-treatment or being forcibly returned.

People should be afforded the same standards of protection against violations of the Convention against Torture, regardless of how and when they arrived in a country.

The significance of non-refoulement is that it applies to all, even people who may not qualify as refugees or asylum seekers. States must separately assess the risk of torture and refrain from deporting anyone to a place where he or she would be at risk of torture”
Like the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, in its concluding observations, your Committee expressed its serious concerns at the offshore processing of asylum claims whereby State’s policy consists in transferring asylum-seekers to processing centers located in another country where in many instances your Committee had received reports of appalling conditions of detention and even allegations of ill-treatment. Your Committee stressed that all persons who are under the effective control of the State party because inter alia they were transferred by the State party to centres run with its financial aid and with the involvement of private contractors, enjoy the same protection from torture and ill-treatment under the Convention.
It is therefore fundamental to remind States that they should protect vulnerable people and not victimise them.

In that context, the briefing you will have during this session on “non-refoulement: addressing practical and legal challenges” will contribute to the vital human-rights approach called upon by the High Commissioner for Human Rights. This event organized by the World Organization against Torture with the participation of experts from the civil society as well as the United Nations and your critical experience and expertise in that area will definitely be of relevance to the whole Office.
Distinguished Members, 
As you know, the revised Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners called the “Mandela Rules” were adopted by the United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice on 22 May 2015. The resolution containing the revised rules will be passed on to the ECOSOC and then for adoption to the General Assembly of the United Nations during its 70th session in December 2015.

We all welcome the fact that the large majority of the suggestions made by your Committee last year were taken into account in the text of the revised rules, which is quite remarkable, bearing in mind the fact that the “Mandela Rules” are the outcome of an intergovernmental process.

As you know, the “Mandela Rules” introduce the basic principle of the absolute prohibition of torture and ill-treatment under any circumstances. They also broaden and clarify the standards on discipline and sanctions, prohibiting several practices like indefinite solitary confinement and reduction of diet or drinking water. Furthermore they provide for external inspections by independent bodies which obviously correspond to the core work performed by National Preventive Mechanisms established under the Optional protocol to the Convention against Torture.

Let me now refer to the 27th meeting of Chairpersons recently held in San José, Costa Rica, from 22 to 26 June 2015, which you, Mr. Chairperson, facilitated and in which you played an important role.

I was very happy to learn that the meeting of Chairpersons discussed and endorsed the so-called San José Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals [copy available in Members files], reminding States of their responsibility “to avoid acts constituting intimidation or reprisals and to prevent, protect against, investigate and ensure accountability and to provide effective remedies to victims of such acts or omissions”.. After the adoption of the Addis Ababa Guidelines in 2012, this is another key instrument that the Chairpersons of the treaty bodies have endorsed to reinforce the treaty system and duly protect all potential parties that cooperate with it.
I also greatly welcome the opportunity offered to all the Chairs in meeting in San José with representatives of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court on Human Rights, National Human Rights Institution and civil society actors of the region and therefore enhancing mutual cooperation.
Furthermore, I also took note with great interest of the call made at the opening of the annual meeting of treaty body Chairs by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, Manuel A. González Sanz, to academic institutions from all over the world to reflect on innovative options to further strengthen the human rights treaty body system. All such contributions can only widen the scope of options and deepen the understanding by States of best possible ways forward for consideration and review by the General Assembly not later that in 2020, as required by resolution 68/268. 
I’m sure that the Chairperson of your Committee, Mr. Claudio Grossman will fully debrief you on the outcome of this meeting. 
In addition to its traditional activities under reporting, individual complaints, the follow-up, confidential inquiries and working methods, at its request, the Committee will have also a briefing and discussion on the new OHCHR treaty bodies capacity-building programme.
 In conclusion, allow me to wish you, on behalf of the High Commissioner, a very successful and productive session.
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