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The legality of corporal punishment
Corporal punishment in the home
Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. The legal system is based on French civil law and English common law, and a right to inflict corporal punishment on children is recognised. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Penal Code (1967) and the Constitution (1996) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment of children. In 2010 a draft Family Code and draft Child Protection Code were under discussion; by February 2011, it had been decided to incorporate these into a revised Civil Code.

According to statistics from UNICEF, 93% of children aged 2-14 experienced physical punishment and/or psychological aggression in the home in 2005-2006.
 Disabled children were more likely to experience harsh discipline (being hit on the face, head or ears, hit repeatedly or hit hard); of girls and women aged 15-49, 56% think that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under certain circumstances.
 In a study of 180 children who had lost their parent(s) due to HIV-related illnesses 70% of boys without a mother reported experiencing physical violence in the month before the study, as did 62% of non-orphan boys; between 60% and 70% of non-orphan girls reported suffering physical punishment during the same period.
 In another study, 43% of women aged 18-24 had been hit in childhood, 66% beaten, 21% kicked, 31% denied food, 7% choked or burned and 18% forced to do hard work.

Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is unlawful in schools under article 35 of the Law of Cameroon National Educational Guidelines No. 98/004 (1998), which prohibits all forms of violence. We have yet to confirm that it explicitly refers to corporal punishment.
In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Criminal Procedure Code (2005), the Penal Code and the Constitution. It appears to be unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions, but we have been unable to confirm explicit prohibition in law. Article 615 of the Code of Criminal Investigation states that “the use of force in the process of arrest, detention or execution of a sentence is a crime except where authorized by law”. Decree No. 92/052 (1992) prohibits police from using the baton or whip as a means to extract confessions, and ill-treatment against detainees is punishable under Order No. 080 (1983).
There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings.
Recommendations by human rights treaty monitoring bodies
Following examination of the state party’s second report in 2010, the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, care institutions and situations of employment (CRC/C/CMR/CO/2, paras. 37 and 38). The Committee had previously recommended proper implementation of the prohibition in schools in 2001 (CRC/C/15/Add.164, Concluding observations on initial report, paras. 54 and 55). 
Examination by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The second/third state party report of Cameroon (E/C.12/CMR/2-3) provides only a small amount of information regarding protection of children from violence and makes no mention at all of corporal punishment, violence that may lawfully be inflicted on children under the guise of “discipline”.
In the List of Issues, the Committee asks about domestic violence (E/C.12/CMR/Q/2-3, Question 18) but does not ask specifically about corporal punishment.

In light of the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 8, the importance of eradicating this form of violence given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children and the recommendations of treaty monitoring bodies, we hope the Committee on Economic and Social Rights will raise the issue of corporal punishment in its examination of Cameroon and urge the state party to prohibit corporal punishment in all settings, including the home, as a matter of urgency.
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