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Palais Wilson
Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

 Since your last session the failure of the international community to cope with the refugee crisis has reach epic proportions: one hundred million people require humanitarian assistance today, with 60 million having been forced to flee their homes or countries. Who cannot agree with the High Commissioner that, “the people most responsible for this migration and misery are those leaders who have failed to uphold human rights, and robbed their people of hope.”  You have a role to play in this drama. At this session, you will be examining and adopting list of issues on States where the plight of migrants and refugees is of grave concern. I look forward to hearing the outcome of your deliberations on these issues.
Since your last meeting, the General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, described as a “towering achievement” for development by the Secretary General. The potentially great success for human rights of this agenda is that the text has some focus on the human rights component of development. Reassuringly, it is explicitly grounded in the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the international human rights treaties. Throughout the preambular language, the goals and the targets, the text offers a universal, integrated and indivisible vision of sustainable development.

The agenda also places the struggle against inequalities, discrimination and exclusion at its heart with two dedicated goals on combatting discrimination and inequalities, and a strong commitment to disaggregate data along multiple axes of discrimination.  This is where the information provided under the treaty body system can play an important part. In addition, the anticipated review and accountability architecture, as recommended by the High Commissioner, should establish strong links to existing human rights monitoring mechanisms. Specific proposals in this regard are already being formulated and I encourage you to consider ways in which your work can link to this important agenda.  
Chairperson,

Distinguished Members,

You are already aware about the endorsement by the Chairs’ of the San José Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals at the Chairperson’s meeting last June. These Guidelines set out a series of procedures available to the treaty bodies to help respond to acts of intimidation or reprisals against individuals or groups who cooperate with the Committees.  In doing so, the Guidelines re-emphasize the right of everyone to have unhindered access to and to communicate with the treaty bodies and their members for the effective implementation of the treaty body mandates. 
Given the experiences of this Committee with reprisals, I hope you will be persuaded to give effect to those Guidelines and thus encourage civil society actors to engage with your Committee. The Human Rights Council recently reviewed a report from the Secretary General on reprisals. This report found that acts of intimidation and reprisals against persons cooperating with the UN are becoming more “severe and varied” and attacks target, “not only individuals or groups concerned but also their families, legal representatives, non-governmental organizations and anyone linked to them”. This is a worrying development and makes coordinated action on this issue even more important.

You should also be aware that another important outcome of the Chair’s meeting was the call of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica for academic institutions across the world to begin a reflection on options for the further strengthening of the human rights treaty body system. This reflection will build on the successfully concluded treaty body strengthening process, and will form a timely contribution to the General Assembly’s 2020 review, as required by resolution 68/268. 
Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee
We will all be celebrating the 50th anniversary of the two Covenants next year. Allow me to say a few words about the initiatives of the Office to celebration this important occasion.  The Office is preparing to launch the festivities on Human Rights Day this year, 10 December: festivities which will continue through to the actual anniversary of the adoption on 16 December 2016.  Various events are planned, including a panel discussion during the High-level segment of the Human Rights Council in March, the joint meeting of this Committee with the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights in June, and, ideally, a commemoration in the context of the General Assembly. 
OHCHR has been preparing a series of promotional materials to raise awareness of the Covenants and your work, including an easy-to-read version of the two Covenants and a video demonstrating the impact of your work.  We have been in periodic contact with your focal point to discuss preparations and of course we are available to provide you an update on the celebrations during the session.
I would conclude by wishing you a successful session and assuring you of my, and my colleagues, continued support for your work.
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