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STATEMENT OF THE HEAD OF DELEGATION

Dear Mr. Chair,
Dear Members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,

1. On behalf of the Albanian Government, I would like to relay the highest considerations for Your work in promoting and protecting human rights at a global level. We welcome this opportunity to discuss the latest developments, achievements and challenges in the protection and exercise of civil and political rights in Albania. 

2. I am here today alongside high-level representatives of various institutions and highly respected experts in the field of human rights. Additionally, we are honored to have with us Mr. Tedi Tobi, the Deputy Minister of Justice, whose presence further highlights the importance of our discussion.

The legal and constitutional framework in which the Convention is implemented (Article 2)

3. Albania has ratified all the UN human rights treaties and the Council of Europe Human Rights Conventions. Albania has a long record of engaging closely with UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies. 

4. Since the submission of the last report, Albania has made significant commitments to ensure that all individuals are able to fully exercise their rights and fundamental freedoms, without discrimination.

5. Albania ratified the Additional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in 2024. This important step reinforces the country’s dedication to advancing the protection of economic, social, and cultural rights, and enhances its commitment to ensuring that all individuals can fully enjoy them.

6. The new Law on Electronic Communications, which was approved in 2024, includes comprehensive measures to ensure accessibility for people with disabilities. This legislation reflects Albania's commitment to creating an inclusive digital environment, where individuals with disabilities can equally access electronic communication services and information.

7. The Amendments of Audiovisual Media Law and the New Broadcasting Code for Audiovisual Media approved in 2023 were enriched with new principles and rules in line with the best international practices. The law and the Code foresee better protection of children and the victims of crime, guarantee the equality and non-discrimination based on gender, address prevention of sexism in the media; promote gender representation in audiovisual media, increase access for people with disabilities; guarantee the right to information and freedom of expression;  increase transparency of media service providers' ownership, promote self-regulation and co-regulation in the media sector. 

8. The Electoral Code provides voting procedures for people with disabilities, and in 2024, the Code was amended guaranteeing for the first time the right to vote for Albanians leaving abroad. 

9. The new law on personal data protection, approved in 2024, sets out rules for the protection of individuals regarding the processing of their personal data and harmonizes the right to the protection of personal data with the freedom of expression and information. 

10. Since the last report, three remains bylaws pursuant to the Law 96/2017 “On the protection of national minorities in the Republic of Albania” were adopted. The legal framework for the protection of national minorities is completed. 
11. To ensure the protection of the freedom and security of individuals in the digital environment, the law "On electronic governance" was approved in 2024. 

12. To increase the effective of investigation and prosecution of the criminal offences against women, minors, domestic violence, to guarantee victim’s protection, the safety of journalists and ensuring electoral integrity, several general instructions are approved by General Prosecutor.

13. Regarding the Independent Judiciary Institutions and the National Human Rights Institutions, their budgets were increased during the period 2021-2025. From 2020 to 2024, the budget of the People’s Advocate increased by 64%, the staff has grown by 10 employees (17%) and the budget of the Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination has increased by 45%.

14. Regarding the implementation of recommendations of independent institutions, the number of Ombudsman’s recommendations and those of the Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination fully and partially implemented and those in progress were increased during the period 2021-2024. The number of court cases against the decision of the CPD decreased in 2024. 

15. An Online Platform for tracking recommendations of independent institutions was established for 6 independent institutions by the Assembly. The Assembly is currently working to track, through the online platform, the implementation of the recommendations of 26 independent institutions.

Anti-corruption measures (Arts 2 and 25)
16. Albania is committed to prevent and combat the corruption and to continue to strengthen the justice efficiency. The new anti-corruption institutions are fully operational, the number of personnel and the budget of the anti-corruption institutions have increased. During the period 2020-2023, 43 high-level officials are investigated for corruption and 32 cases were sent to the court. 

17. The New Cross-Sector Justice Strategy 2024–2030, approved in 2024, outlines comprehensive measures to prevent and combat corruption, with a particular focus on corruption within the judiciary. 

18. In January 2025, the Assembly approved new provisions regarding the Ex-Post legislative assessment of legal, normative and other acts, as well as corruption proofing during the consideration of draft laws in the Assembly. 

Non-discrimination (arts. 2, 20 and 26) 
19. Albania has a solid strategic framework to tackle discrimination, enabling equal access to services. The New National Action Plan 2021-2025 for Equality, Inclusion and Participation of Roma and Egyptians in Albania foresees measures for the integration of Roma and Egyptians in fields such as employment, housing, education, health, civil registration and non-discrimination.

20. Thanks to awareness campaigns organized by the Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination (CPD) and the NGO-s, the number of complaints from individuals and proceeded by CPD increased in 2023, compared to 2022. 

21. Access to civil registration and to legal aid has improved for both Roma and Egyptian minorities in Albania. Concrete measures have been taken to prevent statelessness and to ensure access to birth registration for Roma and Egyptians. 

22. Regarding the Case Faslliu & Rexha, (reference no. 3602/2019) that was presented to Human Rights Committee in February 2018, following the amendment of the Law “On Civil Status” this case was solved on 2019.

Violence against women (Arts 2-3, 6-8, 24 and 26)

23. Albania ratified the ILO Convention no. 190 “On Violence and Harassment" in 2022.

24.  The law “On the National Register of Convicted Sexual Crimes", approved in 2022 aims to prevent harassment, violence, abuse or sexual exploitation of all individuals.  The National Registry of Convicted Sexual Crimes was created. 


25.  Albania is the first country in the region that established the Observatory of Femicide, an initiative undertaken by the Ombudsman. 

26. The Gender Responsive Budgeting in Albania at central and local level is considered the best practice in the region and beyond. 

27.  The National Strategy for Gender Equality (2021-2030) includes one strategic goal on the reduction of all forms of harmful practices, gender-based violence and domestic violence. Its primary objective is to empower women and girls from all backgrounds, enabling them to have full autonomy and the ability to make free and responsible decisions regarding sexual and reproductive health.

28. The Cross-Sector Strategy for the Protection of Crime Victims 2024–2030 approved in 2023, aims to empower victims by ensuring equal access to justice and specialized support services.



29. The Gender Unequality Index in Albania is produced and reported annually, in line with European methodology. Gender statistics are regularly generated, and significant improvements have been made in the collection of data related to crime and victims.

30. According to official data, since 2022, there has been no marriage under the age of 18. 

Voluntary termination of pregnancy and reproductive rights (arts. 3 and 6-7)

31. The state provides universal care to all women in need of abortion or family planning, regardless of their ability to pay. Currently, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection is working for an updated legal package, which will guarantee a coordinated and supervised functioning of all activity in the field of sexual and reproductive health in the country. 

32. To raise awareness about reproductive health and rights among young people, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection (MHSP) has implemented initiatives in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, local governments, and UNFPA. Comprehensive sexual education is integrated into high school curricula, while various youth networks and participatory platforms that promote sexual and reproductive health and rights have received support in Tirana and several other municipalities. 

The right to life and the prohibition of torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment (Arts.6-7)
33.  For the year 2023, there were no criminal offenses, victims, or perpetrators for torture or torture with serious consequences, foreseen by article 86 and 87 of the Criminal Code.

Liberty and security of the person (article 9)

34. In 2024, the Prosecutor General has approved a General Instruction aiming to ensure that security measures are requested in accordance with the principles of legality, proportionality, presumption of innocence, and non-discrimination.

35. The New Cross-Sector Justice for Children Strategy 2022–2026 and its Action Plan, approved in 2022, outlines Albania's commitment to strengthening the juvenile justice system.  

36. Progress has been made regarding juvenile justice aiming to ensure friendly justice for minors. 11 special sections have been established in 13 prosecution offices of general jurisdiction and dedicated prosecutors have been assigned to 2 prosecution offices. Additionally, prosecutors, judicial police officers, and victims' coordinators have been supported through targeted training programs and manuals. 


37. The application of arrest is assessed as a measure of last resort for minors in conflict with the law. Over the past five years, the average number of minors under arrest has been less than 5%.

38. In 2024, the measure of diversion was applied for 64% of minors and only 36% were sent to the court, while in 2020, the application of diversion and court trial were almost equal.

39. Overcrowding in the prison system has been effectively eliminated through a series of measures, including the opening of a new prison in Pojska, the amnesty law, and improved distribution and accommodation of prisoners across institutions. Additionally, a 'Roadmap for the Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Prisoners' was approved in 2024.

Elimination of slavery, servitude and human trafficking (Arts. 2, 7–8, 24 and 26)
40.  The Albanian Criminal Code criminalizes all forms and methods of slavery and human trafficking.  

41. The Cross-Sector Strategy for the Protection of Crime Victims 2024–2030 and its Action Plan, approved in 2023 is aligned with European Union standards to ensure a high degree of protection for the victims of all forms of exploitation, including trafficking and labor exploitation, against vulnerable groups such as women, children, Roma, and Egyptian communities, LGBT+ etc.



Liberty and security of the person (Article 9)

42. In 2024, the General Director of the State Police issued an order aiming to respect and guarantee the right to be informed about the legal rights of unaccompanied persons, arrested/detained persons. 

43. Five "Letters of Rights" minors in conflict with the law or victims of criminal offences, detained or arrested persons, for persons in temporary police custody, for victims of domestic violence have been printed and distributed in 10 languages.

44.  In addition to the existing 15 Friendly Interviewing Units for minors in conflict with the law, as well as victims and witnesses of criminal offenses, new interviewing units for crime victims were established in police stations throughout 2024.

45. The Security Academy has revised its curricula and training courses on criminal justice for minors, victims, non-discrimination, and related topics. Several training sessions have been organized focusing on liberty, security measures, human rights, non-discrimination, and the protection of victims.

Treatment of foreigners: immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers (arts.7, 9, 12-13, 24)
46. The new National Strategy for Migration 2024–2030, along with its Action Plan (2024–2026), was approved in 2024. The strategy aims to ensure the strategic governance of migration in Albania, develop effective policies for employment-related migration, promote regular migration, protect migrants' rights, and facilitate their integration into Albanian society. Additionally, it seeks to strengthen the international protection system, guarantee the rights of asylum seekers and refugees, and provide sustainable solutions.

47. The Single Permit foreseen in the Asylum Law is obtained through a single application procedure, enhancing services for foreigners and reducing their financial burdens.



48. Albania has reception centers for asylum seekers and irregular migrants. The infrastructure for receiving, accommodating and interviewing migrants and asylum seekers has been upgraded to meet international standards with the help of relevant agencies.

49. In cooperation with the European Union Agency for Asylum and UN organizations, Albanian authorities receive ongoing support and training for asylum staff to enhance their abilities to manage and assess the international protection requests. 

Access to justice, judicial independence and fair trial (Article 14)

50. The Cross-Sector Justice Strategy 2024–2030 outlines several measures to strengthen the independence, efficiency, accessibility of the judicial system in Albania and align it with European standards.

51. Measures have been implemented to strengthen the free legal aid system, including expanding its accessibility nationwide, increasing the number of legal aid providers, and enhancing the quality of services offered. Special attention is given to vulnerable groups to ensure equal access to justice for all citizens. Across the country, 20 Primary Legal Aid Centers, 14 non-profit organizations authorized by the Minister of Justice and 12 Legal Clinics offer free legal aid. 

Freedom of Expression (Arts. 19 and 20)
52. The obligation for audiovisual media providers to publicly disclose information about ownership structure, including beneficial owners, was one of the most significant changes made in 2023. This development aligns with Albania's international commitments, especially in the context of adapting to European Union standards and directives, aiming to strengthen transparency in the media market. 

53. The Rule of Law Roadmap, adopted in 2023, set as a task for the Audiovisual Media Authority (AMA) to address issues of market concentration, increase transparency, and regulate aspects of media ownership. 

54. In 2023-2024, employees of the State Police and the Security Academy participated in EU and Council of Europe training sessions focused on freedom of expression and journalist safety. Additionally, the General Prosecutor issued a circular addressing the investigation of issues related to the safety of journalists and the media
Rights of the child (arts. 23–24 and 26)

55. [bookmark: _Hlk192371127]National Agenda for Children’s Rights 2021-2026 foresees measures for comprehensive and friendly services for children, respecting and protecting the highest interest of the child. Childcare is an integral part of family-friendly policies.

56. An Action Plan for the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the European Children Guarantee was approved in 2024. 

57. Child protection workers in collaboration with other professionals at the local level have organized awareness-raising meetings and information sessions for children, parents and schools, to combat the phenomenon of child labor and street begging/trafficking. Municipalities have compiled databases for children in street situations. 

58. Since 2019, the management of cases of children in street situations has been regulated by a government decision. Field teams operate in 15 municipalities. The intervention plans have been approved in 13 municipalities; the database for children in street situations at the local level was created in 9 municipalities; the informative and awareness-raising activities have been organized in 15 municipalities with the participation of children and parents.

59. Child protection in cyberspace is a top priority. Several workshops, training sessions, and informational activities for professionals and parents have been organized across various municipalities, with children actively participating in these initiatives.

60. The first National Foster Care Registry was created in some municipalities and new parents are trained in child reunification and family-based care models. A national assessment of children with disabilities in residential care has been launched, in early 2025, aiming to develop individualized transition plans.

Participation in Public Works (arts. 25 and 26)

61. Women’s participation in Albania's Parliament is significant improved. The Speaker of the Assembly of Albania is a woman. In 2023, women's participation rate in Assembly was 35.7%, the same as the previous year. 

62. In 2023, the Albanian government consisted of 17 ministers, 10 of whom were women. At the local government level, women hold 13% of mayor positions and make up 49.6% of the total number of councilors in Municipal Councils.


63. The index of gender equality quotas has improved in the State Police. In February 2025, 15.3% of the police staff are women. 


Dear Mr. Chair,

Distinguished members of the Committee,

64. The Albanian delegation looks forward to engaging in a constructive dialogue with the esteemed members of the Committee and is committed to providing full support in the review of our report. Promoting and protecting human rights is a task that can never be considered fully accomplished as it requires our constant attention and commitment. 
Thank you!
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