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Mm. Chair person,
 First of all, I would like to thank the Mm. Chairperson and her team for organizing the meeting. My delegation is supported today by the representatives of the main organizations and institutions directly related to the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Although the national support for persons with disabilities is mainstreamed in my country and many more organizations are involved in the issue, we have shortened the list and selected some of their most related ones to present here before this august body. So my delegation is composed of the representatives of focal points of the” International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”, representative of disability related NGOs, representatives of legislative, executive and judicial branches and representatives of the most related ministries.
 I’m also honored to inform the committee members that we have the first Iranian woman who won the gold medal in two consecutive world Paralympic games in Rio 2016 and London 2017, Ms. Zahra Nemati here with ourselves. a flash containing the activities and achievements of Iran Paralympic committee and successes of Ms Nemati is readily available for the participants. We are also pleased to have a member of our parliament on wheelchair, Mr. Jafarzadeh and last not least the our NGO representative, Mr. Moeini who is visually challenged,  
Mm. Chairman, 
According to the Islamic laws and sharia, persons with disabilities should be treated with high respect and esteem. Based on this teachings and in full conformity with our international commitments, we have made our utmost efforts to improve the accessibility, availability, reasonable accommodation and support for persons with disabilities; and in the same pace of the country development, those rights are being considered in legislation. 
Generally we are with this attitude that, rights of persons with disabilities should be perused regardless of political statuses and any barrier which hampers reaching these rights should be removed.
Let me elaborate further on the importance we attach to the Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities:
I. The Accession of Iran to the Convention and its implementation
It was before the ratification of the International Convention that rights of persons with disabilities was considered seriously in Iran and consequently, the contribution of relevant stakeholders including NGOs combined with the sincere efforts and will of the government, the Comprehensive law for persons with disabilities was ratified and came into force in 2004. Although there is still further room to improve this law, it can be assessed as a step forward.
The travaux preparatoires of the Convention clearly speaks for itself how far. Indeed, the Islamic Republic of Iran was one of the main supporters of this Convention and signed it on December 3, 2008. Thereafter, law of the accession was adopted by the Parliament, and consequently approved by the Guardian Council in 2008. 
Following the adoption of the Convention, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has embarked on serious measures to implement the Convention. The first step in this regard was appointing State Welfare Organization (SWO) and Foundation of Martyr and Veterans Affairs" (FMVA) as the focal points of the Convention. So, the responsibility of fulfilling the rights of persons with disabilities is divided between these two national focal points in a way that, State Welfare Organization is obliged to facilitate and provide services for naturally disabled persons and FMVA is responsible for the war originated disabilities. 
On the FMVA, I should draw the attention of committee members that a large number of the disabled persons in my country are the victims of 8 years imposed war by Iraq that occurred from 1980-1988, Like any other country in the world, special respects and services are being rendered to those people who sacrificed their lives and families for defending their country. I’m sure that these kinds of attentions to the veterans and victims are very much understandable by the committee members. 
II. Achievements in the realization of the right with disabilities since initial report submitted in 2013
The initial report of the I.R. Iran to the Convention was submitted on December 24, 2013 in accordance with Article 35 of the Convention. Because it was our first report to the committee, the preparation process of the report was coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Human Rights Office); albeit, with close cooperation of related Governmental bodies and non- governmental experts (the charter of the organizations is drawn in 3rd page of the national report). 
Since 2013 that our initial report submitted to the committee, we have succeeded to mainstream the rights of persons with disabilities and in any new public and general law or decision, their rights are being considered.  Let me enumerate some of our illustrative achievements: 
·  The expansion of the standards of accessibility for persons with disabilities to transportation systems and public buildings,
·  The successful increase of the number of inclusive schools for children with disabilities, the representative of ministry of Especial Education Organization is here with us and can inform the committee about the recent developments,
·  Adoption of “bill of Comprehensive law on the rights of persons with disability”. In the light of the efforts of State Welfare Organization and disability related NGOs, new bill to the Islamic Assembly entitled “The bill of Comprehensive law on the rights of persons with disabilities” was ratified couple of month ago. This bill that is ratified by the Assembly, will come into force as soon as Guardian Council approves it. Many more budgetary and legal provisions are predicted in this bill for the disabled.  As SWO is the focal point in the implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities, the representative of this organization will inform the committee about some of their activities. 
·  In the Islamic republic of Iran, each five years, we have a national plan of action that prescribes the government’s activities. In our Fifth and Sixth Development plans, that covers the 5 previous and 5 next year’s development of the country, many provisions are entitled to improve the rights of persons with disabilities.
· regarding the general comment number 3 and article 6 of the convention that emphasize on the rights of women with disabilities, By efforts of Deputy of President in Women and Family affairs, the daily working hour for women with disabilities or those with disabled children is drastically reduced from 8 to 6 hours, and these women can enjoy the right of early retirement in their own wishes. As other activities of this deputy for persons with disabilities we can mention: 
· Strategic planning for empowering householder women, especially those who have disabled children or husband. For last year 160 women with these situations were distinguished and supported by the plan.

· Economic empowerment of prisoner’s families in two fields of Vocational training and employment. Between these families we have many with disabled members. 
· Performing the educative plans for the girls with disabilities in deprived areas, especially for those girls suffering from mental retardation.  This plan is currently being piloted in 7 provinces. 

· The plan of support for damaged or vulnerable women, including the plan for improving the quality of life for elderly women in 10 provinces;
· regarding the article 24 of the convention and general comment number 4, its worthy to mention that in the last year (2016), more than 14255 men and 9724 woman with disabilities have been supported to benefit the tertiary education in the PHD and Master levels. In last year, more than 5817 persons with disabilities got support to record their invention and research. Disaggregated data are available in the case of demand. 
·  In accordance with article 8, many efforts have been undertaken to increase awareness of people about persons with disabilities in this regard in 2016, more than 1154 hours of the national media programs was dedicated to the rights of persons with disabilities. 
· The other significant positive step that is worthy to mention here is the initiative of president Rouhani. In December 2016, the president introduced the “Charter on Citizens’ Rights” and ordered to all departments of executive branch to implement it. This Charter is drawn up with the objective of realizing and promoting citizens’ rights as the “Plan and Policy” of the government, the subject matter of Article 134 of the Constitution. This charter contains 22 sections (120 Articles) and is a turning point in the rights of civilians, especially for the persons with disabilities. In articles 3, 5, and 111 of this charter, directly refer to the rights of persons with disabilities and the “International convention on the rights of persons with disabilities” is the source of these references. 
III. Challenges and obstacles towards the realization of the rights of person with disabilities
In this regard we strongly oppose those unilateral coercive measures that restrict country resources, budgets and technology to support persons with disabilities. We believe that international cooperation especially in the case of easy technology transfer is crucial for improving the rights of persons with disabilities.  Unilateral coercive measures are against the Charter of the United Nations. There is no doubt such measures are a serious challenge and obstacle including in particular to developing countries, as it restricts country resources, budgets, and hinders the transfer of technology to support persons with disabilities. 
Furthermore, we are of the firm belief that that international cooperation especially in the case of easy technology transfer is crucial for improving the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Each day 80 child with disability come into birth in Iran. It means 30 thousand children with disability in a year. To prevent the birth of children with disabilities, premarital genetic examination and consultation are now obligatory in Iran. According to the article 90 of the 6th Development Plan of Iran, all the couples before marriage should fill in the genetic forms and be examined to prevent the birth of children with disabilities. 
Let me conclude that this delegation is of the view that sustained and comprehensive  program along with necessary financial and human resources are needed to realize the rights of persons with disabilities, Towards that end, Iran has made so far every effort necessary and would continue to do so in the future along with our commitments under the Convention. Having said that, we hope today interaction with the members of the committee would further pave the way for the realization of the rights of the person with disabilities.
Now I’m pleased to pass the floor to our national focal points on the implementation of the CRPD who will introduce themselves to this august body.
 I thank you.  [image: image1.png]
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