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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished members of the Committee,

It is an honor for me to introduce to you the sixth report of Aruba under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

I would like to briefly highlight some important areas of progress and recent developments with regard to the implementation of the Convention. 
 
As mentioned in the report, concerted efforts have been made to modernize the legislation on criminal law where necessary, in conformity with the human rights conventions. 

First of all, in April 2012, the New Criminal Code was approved by the Parliament of Aruba.  

The new juvenile justice system imbedded in the Code provides for a new measure, called PIJ-measure (PIJ- maatregel), which may be imposed by the court if deemed necessary for the development of the accused juvenile or for the treatment of juveniles with diminished mental capacity or a mental health disorder. 

A completely new measure also in the criminal justice system is a center for substance abuse addicts, who are repeat offenders. The center provides for proper care and rehabilitation. The facility is currently being organized and will be probably located at the completely renovated facility for addicts, the ‘Centro di Motivacion’ (Motivation Center), located next to the Correctional Institute. 

This expansion in legislation gives the court more freedom to impose the sanctions it deems necessary whilst taking into account the social background and education as well as the circumstances under which the criminal offence was  committed. This will make it possible for convicted persons to receive the adequate treatment and care needed to make the transition back into society as smooth as possible and offer them a better chance for the future. 

Furthermore special attention has been given to improving the procedures with regard to the rights of detainees to ensure that it complies with the norms of the European Committee on the Prevention of Torture. The revised Police Order on Detainees came into force in 2009. A new revision of the Police Order on Detainees in February 2012, incorporates the legal prescribed hours of access by a duty lawyer. The Order now also complies with the Salduz ruling of the European Court of Human Rights, which guarantees the right of consultation with a lawyer even before the first police interview. An instruction for the use of force for prison personnel was also introduced in 2012. In cooperation with the Netherlands, training on the treatment of detainees was provided for police officers and personnel at the Correctional Institute.   

Finally, I would like to mention that the government of Aruba also made progress tackling human trafficking and smuggling. Aruba established an interdepartmental and interdisciplinary Task Force against the trafficking and smuggling of persons in early 2007, which has drawn up a comprehensive counter-trafficking action plan. The Task Force implemented several initiatives, inter alia on prevention, victim assistance and awareness. Aruba also appointed a National Coordinator and a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Ministers of Justice of the Kingdom. 

In June 2012 the Aruba National Coordinator received the Trafficking in Persons Award 2012 from the then US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, in recognition of the commitment to uncover human trafficking cases, to raise public awareness and to provide protection services to trafficking victims in Aruba.    

Distinguished members of the Committee, compliance with and protection of human rights is a continuous process in which we encounter many challenges on the road ahead. We hold your views and recommendations in high esteem in helping us on this road. 

I thank you for your attention.  
