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Proposal for the List of issues in relation to the initial report of the Republic of Latvia

The Association „Latvian Movement for Independent living“ (hereinafter -  LATMIL) was founded in 2009. LATMIL is national-wide network of non-governmental organizations and individuals. The members of LATMIL are persons with disabilities, family members of persons with disabilities, community based service providers for persons with disabilities, social work professionals, academic staff and representatives of civic society. All the members are united by the mission of organization to ensure the independent living opportunities for persons with disabilities, promote deinstitutionalization and implementation of human rights based disability model in  Latvia. 
The vision of LATMIL is inclusive society, in which people with disabilities live as equal citizens with full respect for their human rights. 
The main work directions of LATMIL are:

1. Advocacy for the equal rights of persons with disabilities, to promote the effective participation of non-governmental organizations of persons with disabilities in decision making process
2. Awareness rising on human rights approach to disability.

3. Development and provision of community based social services for persons with disabilities. 

Contact information:

Chairperson Inga Skestere, 

email: inga.skestere@lkndz.lv
adress: Dīķa str 1A, LV – 1004, Riga, Latvia, 

phone +371 26176901. 

Children with disabilities (art. 7).

There have been approved amendments to the Article 27 of the Law on Protection of the Rights of the Child. The Law now supports the placement of children with disabilities under three year of age in long term care institutions in the cases when is received a medical doctors conclusion about the child's health or functional disorders and necessary special  care and the care about child does not undertake to provide any
foster family, nor the guardian.  
There is no systematic approach in state to provide rehabilitation/ habilitation programs for children with functional impairments. These activities are fragmented, often not available for children with most severe disabilities, they are mainly implemented in the frameworks of projects and with support of donations.  
Rest time service is not available for all the families in need and at the same time is not able to accommodate the children with severe disabilities, especially challenging behaviour. 
Suggested questions: 

1. Please explain how the planned further instutionalization of children with disabilities under the age of three years will ensure the best environment for development of child. 

2. Please explain why not all the children with disabilities were evaluate to assess the rehabilitation needs and what were the criteria to define that for the child will be available the services, even in very limited amount and what are the criteria to exclude the children with disabilities from the opportunity to receive the rehabilitation service.
Awareness-raising (art.8)

To ensure equal rights for persons with disabilities, positive awareness raising in society on disability issues is crucial. At the same time deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities will not be possible without the positive communication with the society and awareness raising on  rights for every person to live in society. 

Decision-makers as an urgent problem accents stigmatizing attitudes in society towards people with mental disabilities. Unfortunately, communication with the society about importance and positive effects of deinstitutionalization on persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities is still insufficient,  rare and fragmented. 
From Mass media are often heard opinions that the closer of  long-term social care institutions is not right solution rather than positive information on what services would be needed for people with mental disabilities be able to live in society.
According to the Action plan for implementation of deinstitutionalization there will be used 900 000 EUR from European Funds for awareness raising activities in the framework of deinstitutionalization program. Active awareness raising activities should be implemented from beginning of 2016, but active implementation have not stated yet. Instead non-governmental organizations are making efforts to raise awareness of society without any financial support.

We would like to emphasize that communication activities does not matter if they are done too late. Active communication with the society about rights of persons with disabilities, deinstitutionalization and community-based services for persons with mental disabilities should be started before the EU project on deinstitutionalization launch. 
Suggested questions: 
1. Please indicate what monitoring mechanisms are in the place to ensure that the awareness raising activities will give the real influence on decrease of existing prejudices and stereotypes on persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities. 
Living independently and being included in the community (art. 19).

From 2013 for persons with disabilities is available personal assistant service. Even the service is called personal assistant service, in reality it is service to accompany person with disability outside the home, for example to attend day care service, working place. Persons who have severe disabilities and for whom are not available community based services, do not benefit for the assistant service. The service called personal assistant service actually do not give opportunity for persons with disabilities to live independent life as they can receive support only outside home. 
Deinstitutionalization process in  Latvia have started in 2015 and is implemented in accordance with Guidelines for the Development of Social Services 2014–2020 (Cabinet decree of 4 December, 2013 no. 589)  and  Action plan for implementation of deinstitutionalization, approved by Cabinet of ministers on 15th June 2015.    

In elaboration of both mentioned documents have been actively involved non-governmental organizations, including LATMIL. Unfortunately involvement was limited to participation in the conceptual development of the setting, but non-governmental sector was restricted from participation  of planning Funds distribution.
Cabinet of ministers Regulation no. 313 states that the implementation of  Deinstitunalisation  should be monitored and evaluated by the Council of Social Services Development (hereinafter - Council). LATMIL is representing non-governmental organizations of persons with disabilities in the Council. There are essential tasks set for Council in implementation of  deinstitutionalisation, including the Council should provide recommendations to the planning regions in the deinstitutionalization plans preparation process.

It should be mentioned that  activities of the Council from our point are  ineffective. Council in year 2016 had only one meeting, which has been formally informative. Between Council meetings Council members are not provided with the information about the progress in de-institutionalization activities and achievements made so far, what may have a negative impact on the monitoring process.
Regular visits from local municipalities social departments to social services provided by LATMIL shows that local municipalities lack the knowledge on social services for adults with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities, on content of these services, the way how social services should be combined in order to ensure people with disabilities a full life in society. 
Non-governmental organizations voluntarily dedicate the time to educate local municipalities during experience exchange visits, however, it should be emphasized that such a fragmented information collection method is not considered to be effective to provide sufficient knowledge for the local authorities on the quality of social services, the needs of the people with disabilities and ensure a smooth level of knowledge in all municipalities.

In year 2016 there have been already closed one state long term care institution por persons with mental disabilities already. Nevertheless the majority of people with disabilities who lived in this institution didn’t benefit from the closure of the institution as they were simply moved to other institutions. There are just few  clients of institution who had the opportunity to receive the community based services.
In the framework of deinstitutionalization, with the support of EU funds, is planned to develop new community based services for persons with disabilities or establish additional places for the provision of community based services for 1,400 persons with disabilities. At the same time it is noticed that during the needs assessment of adult persons with disabilities often the assessment is done for the persons already receiving the community based service, for example the day care centre service. 
Therefore, there is a high risk that the real number of new developed services will be remarkably smaller than 1400 as it will be possible to have also compensation for already existing social service, not only for new developed.  Furthermore, if the needs of persons with disabilities who do not receive the social services and are excluded from society are not accessed, it means that these needs will not be taken into account when planning the development of social services in regions.

In particular, we want to emphasize that there is not planned complete transition of persons with disabilities from care in long-term social care institutions to community-based social service, as it should be in accordance with the UN Convention on the with disabilities. It is still scheduled for people with severe intellectual disabilities placement into the state long-term social care institutions. 
Suggested questions: 
1. Please explain when it is planned to finish completely the full deinstitutionalization process in Latvia  (closure of all long term care institutions for persons with disabilities) and provide for all persons with disabilities community based, personalized services?

2. Please indicate what monitoring mechanisms are in place to ensure that during the closing of long term care institutions the quality of life of clients do not decrease. 

3. Please explain how real will be community based service development plans in framework of deinstitutionalization process if the needs of persons with disabilities are assessed only partly.

4. Please explain why the persons with profound and complex disabilities is seen as the target group for institutionalization also in future? 
5.  Please explain why the biggest part of clients of long term care institution have been moved to another institutions instead of providing community based services during closing the long term care institution and do sate mean with that deinstitutionalization?
Education (art.24)
We would like to emphasize that in Latvia is still accepted practice for children with severe disabilities to determine the learning at home, which is provided couple  times a week, no more than two hours. This can not be considered as normal education process equal with those children attending school every day. If a family is not offered services, which could provide the child the opportunity to spend time outside the house, then both the child and the family is experiencing social isolation. It should be emphasized, as well as after school for children with special needs are not sufficiently offered free services.

There are no programmes available for young persons with disability to have smooth transition from special education establishments to adult life and employment. Even there are the vocational training classes in the special schools with limited coise of professions, after the finishing of those training young persons do not receive the necessary support for starting independent life and they too often find themselves isolated from the society life.
Suggested questions: 
1. Please indicate what concrete measures are taken to decrease  the number of segregated special education establishments in Latvia. 

2. Please explain what concrete measures are taken to avoid the home learning for children with severe disabilities and ensure for these children the equal opportunities to receive high quality education in inclusive environment.

3. What concrete steps are planned to elaborate and implement the systematic programs for ensuring smooth transition of young persons with disabilities from education system to adult life in inclusive society with equal opportunities.
Implementation and monitoring (art. 33)

The implementation of Convention is monitored by the Ombudsman. Nevertheless the cooperation with non-governmental organizations to monitor the process is fragmented and weak. 
1. Suggested questions: 
2. Please explain what kind of human and financial resources were allocated for the  effective work of  monitoring framework, taking into account that it is crucial to involve the organizations of persons with disabilities. 
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