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17 December 2018
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the fifth periodic report of Azerbaijan, at the Committee’s sixtieth session, held in February 2015. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/AZE/CO/5) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 45 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Azerbaijan to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 15 (a) and (b) and 23 of the concluding observations.
The Committee regrets the fourteen-month delay in the submission by the State party of the written information under the follow-up procedure of the Committee, received in May 2018. At its seventy-first session, held in November 2018 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 15 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “strengthen the capacity of the State Committee for Family, Women and Children’s Affairs by upgrading it to a fully fledged ministry in order to improve its effective functioning as a national machinery responsible for the advancement of women and the full implementation of the Convention; establish clear terms of reference for gender focal points in government institutions; and provide them with adequate human, financial and technical resources”: 

 The Committee takes note of the State party’s position which states it is satisfied the current capacity of the State Committee for Family, Women and Children`s Affairs (SCFWCA) for the implementation of the Convention. It regrets the absence of measures taken to strengthen the capacity of SCFWCA, including the functioning of the ministry, establishing clear terms of reference for gender focal points and providing them with adequate human, financial and technical resources. The Committee considers that the State party has taken no action to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State has failed to address the recommendations. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

His Excellency

Mr. Vaqif Sadiqov
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Azerbaijan
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Route des Fayards 237

1290 Versoix
Email: geneva@mission.mfa.gov.az
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “adopt a national action plan on gender equality and the advancement of women, taking into account, inter alia, recommendations in the present concluding observations”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the development of the National Action Plan on Gender Equality and Women Empowerment by the SCFWCA in partnership with the UNFPA Azerbaijan and experts. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 15 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Strengthen the capacity of the State Committee for Family, Women and Children’s Affairs by upgrading it to a fully-fledged ministry in order to improve its effective functioning as a national machinery responsible for the advancement of women and the full implementation of the Convention, establish clear terms of reference for gender focal points in government institutions and provide them with adequate human, financial and technical resources.
2.
Adopt a national action plan on gender equality and the advancement of women, taking into account, inter alia, recommendations in the previous concluding observations.
With regards to the recommendation made in paragraph 23 of the concluding observations, urging the State party in “recalling its general recommendation No. 19 on violence against women, adopt without delay the national strategy on the prevention of domestic violence and the national action plan on the prevention of domestic violence, and allocate adequate resources for their implementation” (Since the dialogue with the State party in 2015, the Committee has adopted the general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19): 
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the development of strategies on violence against women within the framework of the project of “Combating gender-based violence in Azerbaijan” (2016-2018) initiated by the State Committee for Family, Women and Children’s Affairs. It also takes note on the preparation of draft National Action Plan on Prevention of Domestic Violence. The Committee, however, regrets that both the national strategy and the national action plan have not been adopted and the lack of information on their resource allocation plan. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “put in place a system to collect comprehensive data on all forms of violence against women, disaggregated by age, urban and rural areas and relationship between the victim and the perpetrator”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that the inter-agency database on gender-based violence, disaggregated by sex, age, location, relationship between the victim and perpetrator and interim measures, has been developed and it is being further improved. It also welcomes that the State party has provided a set of user training on the database related to domestic violence to representatives from relevant agencies at state, regional and municipal levels. The Committee considers that the State party took significant steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “establish State-funded support and referral centres for victims of violence throughout the country and strengthen cooperation with relevant non-governmental organizations in this respect”:
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on the provisions to improve services for victims of violence by the support and referral centres provided for within the development of the National Action Plan on GBV prevention and response and the guideline for establishment of the inter-agency coordination mechanism. Regretting the absence of measures taken to establish support and referral centres funded by the State party in cooperation with relevant non-governmental organizations, the Committee considers that the State party has not taken sufficient steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

With regards to the recommendation urging the State party to “increase the number of State-funded shelters for women who are victims of violence, especially in the regions, and establish a round-the-clock national helpline for victims”:

The Committee notes that, although the SCFWCA is making the advocacy efforts, the State party has not taken measures to increase the number of State-funded shelters for women who are victims of violence and to establish a national helpline, due to the inadequate financial resources. The Committee considers that the State party has not taken sufficient steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is incomplete and fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “set a time frame for the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence”:

The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence is under discussion by the SCFWCA, the governmental officials and the Parliament. The Committee considers that the State party has not taken sufficient steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory. 

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 23 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Adopt without delay the national strategy on the prevention of domestic violence and the national action plan on the prevention of domestic violence, and allocate adequate resources for their implementation.

2.
Establish State-funded support and referral centres for victims of violence throughout the country and strengthen cooperation with relevant non-governmental organizations in this respect.

3.
Increase the number of State-funded shelters for women who are victims of violence, especially in the regions, and establish a round-the-clock national helpline for victims.

4.
Set a time frame for the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Hilary Gbedemah 
Rapporteur on follow-up
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