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Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is my great privilege to mark with you the opening of the eighty-first session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  Allow me to welcome in particular the four new members of the Committee: Mr. Philip Jaffé [Switzerland], Mr. Bragi Gudbrandsson [Iceland], Ms. Faith Marshall-Harris [Barbados] and Ms. Aïssatou Sidikou [Niger]. This is a very productive and hardworking Committee, and I am sure you will enjoy your work during the next four years.  
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thirty years ago the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Since then, there has been tremendous progress concerning children’s rights all over the world. Almost all countries have legislation and policies dedicated to children. Child health and education have improved almost everywhere. Children are increasingly considered as rights holders rather than merely as victims in need of assistance. Nevertheless, hundreds of millions of children continue to have their rights violated, including their right to life as demonstrated by the high casualties among children in Yemen or the children who were killed during the Easter terror attacks in Sri Lanka. Thus, it is important to pause for a moment and reflect on what has been done so far for children and what more can be done. On your last day of General Discussion back in September, Kurt a 16-year-old child human rights defender from Argentina, reminded us, and I quote: “We, the youth, are not the future; we are the present. What we are looking for is [to be] listened to.” We hope that the 30th anniversary of the Convention, to be celebrated on 20 November 2019, will allow States parties to listen to Kurt and all the children around the world and take their rights and needs seriously. 
As requested by the Committee at the last session, a note verbal was sent to Member States on 8 March requesting them to provide information to the Committee on their commitments with respect to children’s rights, as well as national initiatives to mark the 30th anniversary of the Convention. The information received from Member States will be posted on the CRC webpage and displayed at the Palais des Nations in November. The note verbale encourages States parties to renew their commitment to the Convention by pledging to take one specific and measurable action for the promotion, protection and realization of the rights of the child. 

In addition, I am pleased to announce that OHCHR has developed the CRC@30 anniversary campaign, to be launched today, in order to: 1) promote awareness among the public of the Convention’s principles and children’s rights; 2) reflect with the CRC Committee, UN Member States and other mandate holders on the success stories of the past 30 years and potential challenges in promoting the implementation of the Convention and its three optional protocols; and 3) engage stakeholders to become part of the Stand Up movement as “Children’s Rights Champions”. Through its media services and social media platforms, OHCHR will demonstrate the achievements of the Convention in advancing children’s rights in the past 30 years through press statements, stories and interviews. We are very much looking forward to working with you on the development of this campaign! 

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

I am pleased that your Committee provided a contribution on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in response to a call for inputs by the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. This year, the High-Level Political Forum will focus on Sustainable Development Goals that are of particular interest for your work. These include goals on education, inequality and climate change, as well as specific targets on ending child labour and all forms of violence against children. One of the key messages from your contribution that I would like to emphasize is that “the development framework must be anchored in the provisions and standards of the Convention, to fully ensure that no child is left behind”. Indeed, effective implementation of the Convention contributes to the achievement of all 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
On a more sober note, while the mandated activities of the human rights treaty bodies continue to grow in number and scope, our regular budget resources are not keeping pace. The financial situation across the United Nations and in OHCHR, affect all regular budget mandated human rights activities and are not limited to treaty bodies. As you may be aware, the Office has taken the exceptional measure of allocating additional resources from some unearmarked voluntary contributions to supplement the limited resources available from the regular budget and to finance mandated activities that ought to be financed by the regular budget.  
 
However, the Organization in general and OHCHR continue to face severe cash flow shortages with regard to the regular budget resources. The High Commissioner has written to your Chair and the other treaty body Chairs, laying out these challenges in full transparency and alerting to the possibility of having to cancel your third session taking place in September 2019. This will have severe consequences for the Committee’s protection mandate. However, I can assure you that the High Commissioner is doing her utmost to raise this critical situation within the UN and with Member States.

Madame Chair,

While our work to advance human rights is facing challenges, human rights treaties remain the cornerstone of the international human rights architecture. Treaty bodies play a crucial role in ensuring that States Parties uphold these standards. The 2020 Review of the treaty body system is of utmost importance to ensure the sustainability and impact of treaty bodies. We welcome the fact that the Committee on the Rights of the Child has been actively engaged in that process by elaborating your position and designating two focal points, Ms. Khazova and Ms. Otani. They participated in a meeting of all treaty body focal points on the 2020 review, in Copenhagen on 26 and 27 February 2019. The meeting of the Chairs of the treaty bodies in June in New York will be the last formal opportunity enabling inclusive discussions between treaty bodies before the Review of the treaty body system, which is due to take place by April 2020. The Secretariat of the Meeting of the Chairs of Treaty Bodies stands ready to support you in this regard. A dedicated extranet page has been created, with all available information and background documents. 

Let me also take this opportunity to recall that the General Assembly in its resolution 73/162 adopted in December last year, requested the Secretary- General to submit the next biennial report on the status of the treaty body system in January 2020, in advance of the Review. In terms of the timeline, the Secretary-General, with input from the Office, will need to finalize the report by September, and will be developing its outline and main content by the end of June. 

The Office has also shared a note verbale requesting input from States and other stakeholders on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268 and on the 2020 Review more generally. The information is posted on the treaty body strengthening webpage of the Office.  The report of the Secretary-General will highlight some of the lessons learned from the implementation of resolution 68/268. It will also address some of the procedures and activities that were not adequately funded under the resolution. This includes adequate resources for the timely treatment of individual complaints, but also for follow-up, inquiries, and country visits. We are hopeful that the outcome of this process will bring the necessary solutions to allow the system to function effectively and to make a difference where it matters most, at the national level for rights holders.

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

Please allow me to mention some developments regarding the rights of the child at intergovernmental level. At its 40th session in March this year, the Human Rights Council adopted two resolutions on the rights of the child: resolution 40/14 in which the Council decided to focus its next annual full-day meeting and thematic report on the topic “Realizing the rights of the child through a healthy environment”,  and resolution 40/15 on the thirtieth anniversary of the Convention which invites the President of the Council to consider the theme “Thirty years of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: challenges and opportunities” for the next annual high-level panel discussion on human rights mainstreaming, to be held in March 2020 during the 43rd session of the Human Rights Council. I would also like to stress the importance of the next Human Rights Council Social Forum to be held on 1 and 2 October which will focus on the rights of children and youth through education, for which we hope to count on strong collaboration with your Committee. 

As you know, the preparation of the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty is at its final stage with the conclusion of a series of consultations and the compilation of the vast research work produced by the nine thematic groups established by the independent expert on the Global Study to support his work.  The study will be launched at the General Assembly this year. The independent expert is developing his report in close consultation with Committee experts. He hopes that the work coming out from this Study will assist the Committee in monitoring the rights of children deprived of liberty. 
Madame Chair,

Let me end by thanking you for your work over the last two years representing this Committee and advocating so passionately for children’s rights. On behalf of the High Commissioner and all colleagues, I would like to thank you for your outstanding commitment. We will miss your considerate, outspoken, and frank comments. You have stirred this Committee to successful outcomes and we wish you all the best in continuing to be a passionate advocate for children and all those who are victims of injustice. 
 
Distinguished members,
I wish you a successful election of a new Bureau and a productive session. 

Thank you!
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