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[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary of the alternative report for the 4th session of the CEDAW Committee

This document summarizes some of the violations of women's rights that are mentioned in the attached report, and that we believe should be reported urgently to the international community.

1. ABORTION
- MATERNITY IMPOSED TO GIRLS, ADOLESCENTS AND ADULT WOMEN
- WITHDRAWAL OF BABIES FROM YOUNG OR PRECARIZED MOTHERS TO GIVE THEM IN ADOPTION

In Andorra, abortion is prohibited and is a crime stipulated in the penal code in all cases, whether due to rape, fetal malformation the fetus (the fetus will not live after childbirth), or for other reasons, such as the mother being under 16 years old, we have known girls raped with 12 years and forced to give birth at 13 by the government and the public services of the country.
The government hides behind Article 8 point 1 of the Andorran constitution, which it contradicts itself in the point 2
1. The Constitution recognizes the right to life and protects it fully in its different phases.
2. Everyone has the right to physical and moral integrity. No one can be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

The current government also alleges that this law cannot be changed due to the fact one of the “coprince”  and head of state of the county is the Bishop of La Seu d'Urgell, and if the right to abortion is legalize this would imply his resignation and would bring the state to an institutional crisis.
We have reminded the government that over customs, traditions and religions they should give us the rights that belong to us, but the current president of the government, Xavier Espot, has publicly said that we make a free interpretation of the Istanbul Convention, denying us many other rights among abortion.
2. SECONDARY VICTIMIZATION OF WOMEN IN SITUATION OF SEXIST VIOLENCE 
- LACK OF SERVICES SPECIALIZED IN VIOLENCE BY PARTNERS AND EX-PARTNERS
- LACK OF SERVICES SPECIALIZED IN ALL TYPES OF SEXUAL AGGRESSIONS
- EXCESSIVE AND NON-JUSTIFIED USE OF PSYCHIATRIC MEDICATION AND A DISORBITED NUMBER OF ADMISIONS IN THE PSYCHIATRIC UNIT OF THE COUNTRY

The absence of specialized services, whether in the police service, the health sector and courts, or a circuit that works effectively causes a strong secondary victimization of women due to the lack of training in gender perspective of these services. We have witnessed from our association that the police services minimize complaints of sexual assault attempts in the nightlife specification, not giving the relevant importance or facilitating a report.
The lack of economic resources, and the lack of political will to help contributes to overload the only service composed by 9 people who are not only dedicated to sexist violence, but also to the attention of the LGTBIQ+ collective and the attention to diversity and disability, this team does not supports women who have been abused with the professionalism required due to lack of economic and social resources that, in a country like Andorra, would be perfectly feasible.


The process of attention to sexist violence tend to re-victimize the woman, blaming her for the situation and diminishing the importance of the violence exerted by the partner or ex-partner, forcing women into joint custody with a man who has been shown to be an abuser.
There are no systems in place in order to repair the damage of sexist violence
3. DELIBERATE IMPOVERISHMENT OF WOMEN
- LACK OF MEANS AND SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RESOURCES TO REINSERT WOMEN WHO COME FROM DISTRUCTURED ENVIRONMENTS AND VIOLENCE

The absence of social policies, and the lack of awareness of the administration have led to the impoverishment of women suffering state violence and the subsequent criminalization of that poverty, with the state taking custody of the daughters and sons of these women when it would not be necessary.
We are testimonies on how the state is removing newborn children from women who have been precarious, impoverished by the estate and institutionalized, arguing that they are poor. We are also witnessing the state's attempt to punish women who we have helped to have an abortion, trying to legally incapacitate them under the pretext that they are poor, poverty that the state has caused, living this way in a constant schizophrenia and a perverse state violence, subtle and devastating
Withdrawal of the minors when the mother has not been able to leave a situation of partner abuse: in the words of the current president of Andorra (during a meeting with some NGO associations): the good of the child is above all, if the woman cannot leave of the situation of abuse, the state should withdraw the minor.
During this withdraw, and according to the new childhood law, if in 2 years the mother has not been "able" to recover her son or daughter, the state has the right to give it up for adoption.
Since 2014, the year in which Stop Violències was created, we can verify that women's rights had never been a priority issue in the government's agenda. In this new term, the current government has included several points on equality policies in its electoral program. which will follow very closely to see how many of them are met throughout the next years of office.


Asociación Stop Violències
Telefono : +376 346 721 / +376 64 64 64 
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stopviolencies@gmail.com 
Telegram: @Stopviolencies_   /   Twitter: @caterinayvonaSV
Yotube Chanel: youtube.com/channel/UC2VjDVeFaNyK1GKS5ErnH1g
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