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Talofa katoa koutou (Greetings to you all)
Before we begin with Tuvalu’s national statement, I would like to acknowledge and thank our Heavenly Father, for his guidance and protection upon us, and for enabling us to be here today.    
Mister Chair,
Distinguished and esteemed members of the Convention on the Rights of the Child Committee
Excellencies 

It gives me great pleasure on behalf of the Government of Tuvalu, the people of Tuvalu and its delegation to this review under the CRC and to be leading this delegation. I bring you greetings from the people and the peaceful islands of Tuvalu. I am Ms. Kaai Fanaoiga, Acting Director for Education and Head of Delegation from Tuvalu.
Mister Chair, with me today are:
Ms. Melissa Ako, Crown Counsel
Ms. Alaita Faletapu, Hospital sister
Ms. Alamai George, Police Constable
Mr. Leopold Paeniu, UN Desk Officer
Ms. Esther Saamu, Crown Counsel
Ms. Senee Sotaga, UNESCO Officer
Ms. Gabriella McMahon, Child Protection Technical Assistant
Ms. Pamela Lysaght, Education Advisor

Introduction
Mister Chair, on behalf of the Government of Tuvalu, please allow me to extend our gratitude to everyone involved in giving us this opportunity to appear before you for dialogue regarding our national report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. We would particularly like to extend our thanks to the Government of Samoa and congratulate them on hosting this historic event. 
Mister Chair, the submission of our national report and subsequent appearance before the committee is an indication of the Government of Tuvalu’s ongoing commitment, dedication and recognition of the role all children will play for the betterment of Tuvalu’s future. This is inclusive of children living with disabilities and other marginalized children. 
Mister Chair, this national statement highlights the progress which Tuvalu, as a country, has made in the 25 years since ratifying the CRC and recognizes the fundamental role that Tuvaluan families, society and our Falekaupule (traditional institutions) play in the development of our Tuvaluan children. 
In this statement, I will focus on the status of children in Tuvalu, the challenges encountered, recent achievements, integrated holistic approach, data, climate change and recent laws, policies and regulations that Tuvalu has made after the submission of the national report. The national statement will also focus on the specific requests and call for financial and technical support to the international community. 
Tuvalu is the fourth smallest country in the world, covering only 26square kilometers, and a population of 11,000. Our beautiful country comprises of nine atoll islands- the capital, Funafuti and 8 outer islands. 
Each outer island has one primary school and there are two primary schools located in the capital. There are 18 Early Child Care Education Centre (ECCE) in Tuvalu of which the Government of Tuvalu supports in making compulsory education mandatory and payment of ECCE staff salary. There are two secondary schools, one is located on the capital and the other, which is a boarding facility, is located on one of the larger outer islands. 
The Government of Tuvalu supports Fusialofa, which is the national disability organization, that provides educational services and support for children living with disabilities. 
The Government of Tuvalu in partnership with the Government of Australia has embarked on an initiative that will allow and provide educational opportunities for secondary school students in Tuvalu to undergo further studies in Australia. 
I am proud to inform the CRC committee that we currently have in place a National Advisory Committee on Children’s Rights (NACCR), which was established in 2017, that is dedicated to the fulfilment of the Government’s commitment under the CRC. The Government of Tuvalu provides financial support to assist NACCR in the implementation of governments commitments. NACCR received its first funding of $20,000 AUD in 2018 and this increased to $30,300 AUD in 2019. 
The Government of Tuvalu wishes to inform the committee that children’s rights and issues implementations are the result of strategic collaboration and partnership within the various Government ministries and departments in Tuvalu. This is reflected in the composition of the Government delegation presenting our report to you today. In relation to the consultation and consolidation of our national report, specific line ministries and departments focusing on children’s rights were directly involved. The consultation process was inclusive of Non- Government Organizations and Civil Society Organizations. The process involved informing them of the report, seeking their views and responses and facilitating workshop on the implementation process.  
Mister Chair, as a small island state collaboration amongst Government and non-government organizations is integral to the realization of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Tuvalu. This is also in line with key governance principles articulated under the National Strategy for Sustainable Development 2016-2020 (Te Kakeenga III). 
The Government of Tuvalu wishes to inform the committee that the National Strategy for Sustainable Development will end in 2020 and subsequent review will be facilitated for the coming year.
The Government of Tuvalu acknowledges and is incredibly grateful for the support provided through technical and financial support from donors, development partners and stakeholders. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mister Chair, Tuvalu also faces challenges in the implementation of our commitments to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The nine islands of Tuvalu are low-lying, barely three meters above sea level and the 8 outer islands can only be accessed by ship. This poses a significant challenge in reaching these islands. This therefore impacts on Government plans in terms of implementing its commitment to children nationally. The lack of timely shipping services also has resulted in the late delivery of government priorities, and ensuring access of supplies and support to the outer islands. To put this in context, the closest island to the capital is a 6-hour boat trip with the furthest being a 24-hour boat trip. This is an existing and ongoing challenge with regards to our shipping services is the constant delay effecting the delivery of school supplies, health and other basic services to the outer islands. In addition, shipping schedules does not allow for government staff to stay on outer islands for more than a one-day stop over which hinders in the delivery of key work on children’s rights and issues. Important to note that the shipping services is used by other Government ministries and departments who have work commitments on the outer islands. Further, there is only one ship that currently services all the outer islands. This service includes delivery of goods and services to the outer islands including the picking and dropping of students to school centers (the capital, Funafuti and one of the outer islands, Vaitupu). Furthermore, staff turnover is a significant challenge faced by line all ministries.  
Mister Chair, climate change presents an immediate threat to the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of the children of Tuvalu. As a coral atoll nation, rising temperatures and sea levels poses a serious threat to children in Tuvalu. Hurricane and cyclones have adversely affected the progress of the school calendar year for 2020. Ongoing changes and severity in weather conditions has seen a decline in contact hours between students and teachers in schools have had direct impact on the operation of schools and the ability to progress necessary building works. This has also led to school activities, school learning held in the Falekaupule (island meeting hall). Additionally, this also poses a risk and threat to children’s mental well-being, health, safety and security. In addition, health issues remain a concern for the Government of Tuvalu especially as it hinders the progressive realization of projects, staff recruitment and staff safety which affects the implementation of the Convention of the Rights of the Child in Tuvalu. 
The lack of financial resource and assistance is an ongoing concern not just for the Government of Tuvalu, but also for our national partners. It is in this regard that I call upon the international community to provide financial, technical and aid support to enable us to effectively implement the CRC. 
Managing and dealing with competing national priorities is also a challenge for the specific line ministries and departments that deal specifically with children. I wish to reiterate that the Government of Tuvalu with its limited resources is doing all that it can to ensure that the best interest of the child is of paramount consideration in its implementation endeavors. 
Mister Chair, Tuvalu has made significant progress in relation to its commitment to the CRC. Some of the notable achievements include: 
Child Welfare and Protection Bill
Policy for the Protection of all children in Educational Institutions in Tuvalu
The employment of a Child Protection Technical Advisor (through the support of the Australian Volunteers Program and UNICEF)
Employment of a national officer to support the work of the Child Protection Technical Advisor
The appointment of a Commissioner for the Ombudsman (Good Governance)
The appointment of a Gender Equality and Social Inclusion Advisor (Department of Gender Affairs)
Tuvalu recognizes that the best interest of the child is significant in Government laws, policies and regulations and this is reflected in our implementation progress. Further, the Government of Tuvalu recognizes that in keeping in line with respecting the dignity of the child, communal, familial and traditional institutions play a key role in the habilitation and rehabilitation of young offenders in Tuvalu. A strength of our Tuvaluan culture is the support provided to children through our family and community based setting and we utilize this in rehabilitation of children rather than resorting to incarceration. This community based model will also be relied upon in our child protection system. To date, there are no children incarcerated in Tuvalu. 
Mister Chair, the Child Welfare and Protection Bill will be tabled in the first sitting of parliament in March, 2020. As is parliament procedure, the bill will need to be read three times before it is passed. We are confident that the bill will become an Act after the third reading in 2020. 
Tuvalu has completed the Tuvalu National Population and Housing Mini-Census of 2017. Important to note is the inclusion of data and statistics to support our ongoing implementation activities on children’s development. Significantly, gathered data and statistics will also provide an opportunity to assist other government ministries and departments better plan their commitment to the overall implementation of the CRC.
Mister Chair, Tuvalu has passed the following legislation, bills and regulations relevant to the promotion and protection of the rights of the child: 
Island Courts (Amendment) Act
Tobacco Control (Amendment) Act
Alcoholic Drinks (Amendment) Act 
Marriage (Amendment) Act 
Family Protection and Domestic Violence Act 
Family Protection and Domestic Violence (Amendment) 
National Human Rights Institution Act 
Labour and Employment Relations Act
Education (Amendment) Act
Cybercrime Bill
Births, Deaths and Marriage Bill
Alcoholic Drinks (Amendment) Bill 
Penal Code (Amendment) Bill
Family Protection Fund Regulation 
Mister Chair, respected members of the Committee, Tuvalu remains committed to ensuring that it sets the proper foundation for the development and the nourishment of the wellbeing of the children of Tuvalu as our children are the future of our beloved and peaceful country.
We thank you for the opportunity to address you and the respected members of the Committee. 

TUVALU MO TE ATUA!

Fakafetai lasi Mister Chair




image1.png




