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Palais Wilson
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be with you for the opening of the fifty-seventh Session of the Committee and to welcome you on behalf of the Secretary-General.
I would like to extend a special welcome to the four new members elected on 8 October 2015, at the fifteenth Meeting of States parties, Mr. Abdelwahab Hani (Tunisia), Mr. Claude Heller Rouassant (Mexico), Ms. Ana Racu (Moldova) and Mr. Sébastien Touzé (France). 

Your skills and experience will further strengthen the Committee’s work and will help us address the current appalling international situation. 

As highlighted by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein in his statement to the 31st session of the Human Rights Council on 29 February 2016, today we witness a backdrop of accumulating departures from the body of institutions and laws which States built to codify their behaviour. Gross violations of international human rights law – which clearly will lead to disastrous outcomes – are being greeted with indifference. 
Against this backdrop, as new members of the Committee, your role as the custodians of this key treaty will be essential. 
Torture and ill-treatment are a cause and consequence of violence and conflict.  Through your constructive dialogues with States during this session, you will put States on record for what they have and have not done, and what they should do, to prohibit torture and ill-treatment.  
 A majority of the views you will deliver on individual complaints will also ensure protection from refoulement.  As fear of torture and ill-treatment provoke individuals and their families to seek a better life in more peaceful countries, this work is as indispensable today as ever.
Your drafting of new General Comments will also provide crucial guidance to States, human rights defenders and others.  
The Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, as well as the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Special Rapporteur on Torture will be your natural allies.   In that context, let me welcome the joint statement on gender-based crimes though the lens of torture issued on 8 March for the International Women’s Day.

Finally, the Convention against Torture Initiative (CTI) to which your Committee has been closely associated will represent another powerful voice to promote ratification and implementation of the Convention against torture.  
Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

 Let me also refer to two positive developments of interest to your work.
As you know, last year, the General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, described as a “towering achievement” for development by the Secretary General. The potentially great success for human rights of this agenda is that the text has some focus on the human rights component of development. Reassuringly, it is explicitly grounded in the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the international human rights treaties. Throughout the preamble language, the goals and the targets, the text offers a universal, integrated and indivisible vision of sustainable development.

The agenda also places the struggle against inequalities, discrimination and exclusion at its heart with two dedicated goals on combatting discrimination and inequalities. Furthermore it stresses the determination to foster peace within inter alia a specific goal on promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, providing access to justice for all and building effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.  Under this specific goal, there is a commitment to significantly reduce all forms of violence and to end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and in particular torture of children. And finally there is a strong engagement to disaggregate data along those goals.  This is where the information provided under the treaty body system can play an important part. 
The treaty bodies have therefore an unprecedented opportunity to bring human rights to the front and centre of sustainable development issues.  Importantly, with the new focus on accountability, the work of human rights mechanisms, including this Committee, have a role to play.  OHCHR is working with UN partners and developing a strategy on SDG implementation, which seeks, amongst other things, to strengthen the role of human rights mechanisms in ensuring duty-bearers are accountable for the SDGs.  In this context, I encourage this Committee to consider the SDG agenda and also your possible role in its implementation.
Strengthening the treaty body system should ultimately contribute to a better protection of human rights on the ground, especially for the most vulnerable populations.

 As you know, as required by General Assembly resolution 68/268 on the treaty body strengthening process, States have committed to consider the state of the human rights treaty body system in 2020 and to decide on further action to enhance its functioning.

In January 2015, Norway and Switzerland convened a meeting of States, independent experts and treaty body members in Wilton Park, where the concept of an independent study to explore options for treaty body reform in the context of the 2020 review emerged. In June 2016, during the 27th Chairpersons’ Meeting, Costa Rica called for a worldwide academic process to reflect on the future of the treaty body system. 

Following this call, the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights (hereafter ‘the Geneva Academy’), invited a small group of independent researchers to brainstorm on different scenarios in the lead-up to the 2020 review and to define the parameters for an academic research project that will look at future options for reform and the long-term sustainability of the treaty body system.  The research project, entitled Academic Platform Project on the 2020 Review, aims to develop innovative proposals and solutions without weakening international human rights protection. The participants of the academic platform will be widened to a larger group of independent researchers and an academic institution is being identified in each region to organize regional workshops.

This academic process is open to all relevant stakeholders, including treaty body members. And I’m pleased that a representative of the Geneva Academy will fully brief you during the course of this session.  
Item 2 of the provisional agenda: Declaration by the newly elected members of the Committee
I would like to proceed with item 2 of your provisional agenda contained in document CAT/C/57/1 which provides that the new members of the Committee will make a solemn declaration under rule 14 of the Committee’s rules of procedure. 

Therefore, I would like to invite Mr. Abdelwahab Hani (Tunisia), Mr. Claude Heller Rouassant (Mexico), Ms. Ana Racu (Moldova) and Mr. Sébastien Touzé (France) to read the solemn declaration appearing in paragraph two of the annotations to the agenda: 

Mr. Hani: “I solemnly declare that I will perform my duties and exercise my powers as a member of the Committee against Torture honourably, faithfully, independently, impartially and conscientiously”
Thank you. 

Mr. Heller Rouassant: “I solemnly declare that I will perform my duties and exercise my powers as a member of the Committee against Torture honourably, faithfully, independently, impartially and conscientiously.”

Thank you.
Ms. Racu: “I solemnly declare that I will perform my duties and exercise my powers as a member of the Committee against Torture honourably, faithfully, independently, impartially and conscientiously.”

Thank you.

Mr. Touzé: « Je déclare solennellement que j’exercerai tous mes devoirs et attributions de membre du Comité contre la torture en tout honneur et dévouement, en pleine indépendance, impartialement et en toute conscience. ».
Merci.
Item 3 of the provisional agenda: Election of the officers of the Committee

Now I would like to proceed with Item 3 of your provisional agenda: in accordance with article 18, paragraph 1 of the Convention and rules 16 and 17 of the rules of procedure, the Committee shall elect from among its members a chairperson, three vice-chairpersons and a rapporteur. The officers of the Committee shall be elected for a term of two years. Under rule 58 of the rules of procedure, elections shall be held by secret ballot, unless the Committee decides otherwise in the case of an election to fill a place for which there is only one candidate.

[…]
To conclude, I wish you a fruitful and successful session for a full realization of the Convention against Torture.
_____________
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