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Distinguished members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues!

The Latvian delegation has the honour, on behalf of the Latvian government, to present the national report setting out measures taken to  implement the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
I am also honoured to lead the delegation consisting of so many knowledgeable experts. I am confident that it will ensure that our dialogue with the Committee is constructive, professional and productive.

Latvia attaches high priority to the fulfilment of its international commitments, and to the implementation at national level of the well-established principles of international human rights law. The delegation is aware of what improvements can and should be made domestically, but the delegation does appreciate international cooperation and constructive dialogue that help us to accomplish them. 

I invite the Committee to note Latvia’s significant achievements since the submission and examination of its periodic report in 2006. The situation of children in Latvia has improved in a number of aspects since the presentation of the previous national report. This was possible due to the targeted implementation of relevant policies
During the ten years since the presentation of the first periodic report, considerable changes have taken place in Latvia. Changes refer to both, political and economic situations, public awareness and implementation of rights. Many of the previous challenges in the area of the protection of the rights of the child have been successfully solved. However, changes in technologies and developments in other areas create new challenges.
I would like to draw the Committee’s attention to the indicators showing the positive achievements of Latvia.
Ladies and gentlemen!
First, I would like to emphasise the increase in the number of healthy children. The health condition of new-borns and the children having reached the age of one year has improved.
Second, another essential achievement is the decrease in mortality rate of infants and children. In 2014, the infant mortality rate fell to the lowest level in a decade. 
During the last six years, the mortality rate of children aged up to 14 years has decreased by more than 20%. 
Third, the proportion of children living in family environment is increasing in comparison to 2004, thus ensuring better implementation of the rights established by Article 20. At regional level among European Nordic and Baltic countries, Latvia has the second largest proportion of children living in family environment.
Fourth, the number of children under poverty risk has been considerably decreasing. The financial situation of families has improved, attested by the fact that the number of children in families with the status of a needy family has decreased by half. 
In order to successfully address the challenges faced by the government of Latvia, we have considerably improved the regulatory framework. Thus, we have improved the enforcement of a number of the Convention provisions.  
In order to improve the protection of minors from criminal offences against morals and sexual inviolability as well as violence, Latvia has  expanded the range of acts considered criminal offences. Number of  complex measures to support and protect the victims of violence against the child have been introduced. As a result, the compliance with Articles 19 and 34 has been improved. 

Amendments to the regulatory framework aimed at ensuring the rights of children who exhibit antisocial behaviour thus ensuring better compliance with the obligations imposed by Article 40 are elaborated. This initiative shifts the focus from punitive to preventive and educational work with children. This means that the work with the child and his/ her family is commenced prior to the actual act of violence. A new information system has been developed for this purpose. It allows operational sharing of information by competent institutions and provides an insight into the general situation of the child. This, in turn, enables planning of support based on a comprehensive study of the child’s needs.
We have also focused on the improvement of compliance with the conditions of Article 27 namely the eradication of child poverty. 
In this regard I would like to refer to several important measures in the fight against poverty.
The allowances to families that were reduced during the global financial and economic crisis have now been restored to the pre-crisis level. The state has strived to restore and improve the means of support for families with children in order to minimise the risk of poverty.
Such restrictions as the ceiling of social insurance allowances were lifted. We also increased the amount of certain allowances in comparison to their pre-crisis level. 
Free education is provided to all children.
Families with children also enjoy considerable tax credits and reliefs. 
Financial support is provided for child care services in order to assure effective family and work life reconciliation. 
State subsidies are provided for free meals at school, as well as public funding are ensured for purchase of study materials for pupils. 
The Maintenance Guarantee Fund has been successfully operating since 2004 helping to reduce poverty in single-parent families.
Along with raising the minimum wage, the amount of the maintenance per child guaranteed by the state for single-parent families has also increased. 
Special support measures have been introduced for families with three or more children. 
Support to the youth is provided in the form of the “Youth Guarantee”. It aims to assist in finding a suitable profession and occupation as well as employment trails.
As regards prevention of violence against the child, there have been considerable developments in the implementation of Article 19. The professional social work and the integrated child protection system play an important role in this respect. Support is provided to a family prior to the emergence of a risk situation. Thus, we minimise the cases when an alternative care needs to be provided for a child. It is important to mention that the state provides financial support for the work with the perpetrator and the potential perpetrator. 
In order to implement the Convention, a comprehensive system for coordination of the protection of the rights of the child has been established. The State Inspectorate for Protection of Children’s Rights plays the central role here. The Inspectorate under the supervision of Ministry of Welfare implements policy rooted in the recommendations (General Comments and Concluding observations) provided by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on the implementation of the Convention. 
Based on the Convention, the policy cornerstones in the field of the rights of the child are the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child, the National Development Plan 2014 – 2020 and the governmental guidelines “Latvia fit for children”. 
The policy of the protection of the rights of the child is horizontally mainstreamed within the policy planning documents in all the relevant sectors. 
NGO’s are an indispensable component of the system. NGO’s work both, as independent supervisors and advisors of the system and as providers of particular services. The Commission of the Protection of the Rights of the Child operates as a platform for consultations with NGO’s. 
In order to have a regular (annual) comprehensive overview of the situation regarding the rights of the child in the country, the Ministry of Welfare using data from different information systems, develops an annual report, which is reviewed by the government. Government review results in particular assignment for ministries   for improving policy planning documents. Such procedure provides systematic, evidence based policy planning to protect the rights of the child in all relevant policy fields.    
As regards our major future challenges, we pay significant attention to a synergic implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in particular in the areas like education, health care, housing and spending of leisure time. 
Also, we will continue the work on the introduction of the minimum income scheme in order to eliminate child poverty.
We highly appreciate the opportunities provided by international cooperation to further improve the situation of children both multilaterally within the UN, the Council of Europe, the European Union and the Council of the Baltic Sea States, as well as bilaterally by emphasising the human rights and the rights of the child as a core value at the international and the national levels. Latvia also greatly appreciates the recommendations provided by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child which have helped in highlighting the major tasks for the improvement of the rights of the child, and will also serve as an encouragement in our further work.
Latvia has joined two optional protocols to the Convention, in particular, the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict and the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. We will analyse these in more detail in further sessions.
Still, we would like to emphasise that until now there have not been any cases of involvement of children in armed conflicts in Latvia. However, taking into account the changing world and the fact that Latvia is preparing to accept refugees among whom there could be such children, Latvia has approved an action plan providing also for provision of rehabilitation services.
As regards fighting against the sale of children, involvement of children in prostitution and pornography, Latvia continued the implementation of both – preventive work and improvement of regulatory enactments, as well as strengthened the capacity of law enforcement institutions to take effective actions against the persons having committed such offences. By implementing the requirements of the Optional Protocol to the Convention, an essential progress has been achieved in strengthening and developing the 4 core principles, in particular, prevention, protection, prosecution and partnership, recognizing gaps and problems and ensuring the development of targeted policy and measures based on efficient inter-institutional cooperation.
I would also like to refer to the recent achievements of Latvia by assuming the obligations of international treaties arising from the Revised European Social Charter, the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Council of Europe Convention on the protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.
In conclusion, I would like to underline that the delegation sees the cooperation with the UN in general and the Committee in particular as one of the key factors that contribute to the full implementation of the Convention. The delegation sees the dialogue with the Committee as an opportunity to further Latvia’s work and look forward to the comments and questions by the members of the Committee.

Thank you very much for your attention! 


