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This note is prepared in the context of the adoption of the List of Issues Prior to Reporting (LOIPR) on Cameroon by the UN Human Rights Committee at its 142nd session in October 2024.
It focuses on the cases adopted by the Committee under the ICCPR-OP1 regarding Cameroon and assesses the implementation of the recommendations provided in the Committee's views.
As of 1st August 2024, 23 cases were submitted to the Committee. The Committee found one (or more) ICCPR violations in 20 out of these 23 cases, as listed below. For all these cases, remedies were requested by the Committee with a 6-month deadline for compliance.
Regarding cooperation, Cameroon submitted follow-up information in seven out of 20 cases. All this information pertained to cases adopted prior to 2017. Since then, no information has been provided to the Committee despite 10 new cases being adopted.
In terms of implementation, some positive steps were taken in the past (prior to 2014) on a few cases, particularly regarding compensation (CCPR/C/91/D/1186/2003, CCPR/C/89/D/1353/2005, CCPR/C/83/D/1134/2002, and CCPR/C/51/D/458/1991). However, none of the other recommendations were implemented.
More worryingly, the two most recent cases assessed by the Committee received C, D, or E grades, indicating no progress in implementation or rejection of the recommendations.
This development is particularly concerning as the lack of cooperation and implementation of the views was addressed by the Committee in its previous Concluding Observations on Cameroon adopted in October 2017 as follows:
"The State party should (...) take all appropriate measures to give full effect to the Committee's Views without undue delay and to ensure that an effective remedy is available to persons whose rights under the Covenant have been violated."[footnoteRef:1] [1:  CCPR/C/CMR/CO/5 §6] 

Additional information from REDRESS (2017 report and update) also shows that no further steps were taken by the national authorities, despite the concerns of the Human Rights Committee and the additional reminders sent by the Rapporteur on the follow-up to the views.
It is therefore suggested to request in the List of Issues Prior to Reporting (LOIPR) that the Government of Cameroon provide information on the measures taken to implement the recommendations under the Committee's views.

 Table of cases and assessment / follow-up 
	1
	D. Télesphore Ambassa v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/138/D/3214/2018
	2023.07.14

	No information provided by Cameroon

	2
	A. Benoit Zogo Andela v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/138/D/3838/2020
	2023.07.14

	No information provided by Cameroon

	3
	François Martin Zibi v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/137/D/2886/2016
	2023.03.17

	No information provided by Cameroon

	4
	J. E. Kandem Foumbi v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/135/D/2825/2016
	2022.07.13

	No information provided by Cameroon

	5
	C. D. Bengono v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/132/D/2609/2015
	2021.07.12

	No information provided by Cameroon

	6
	Étienne Abessolo v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/130/D/2587/2015
	2020.10.30

	No information provided by Cameroon

	7
	J. Ebénézer Ngapna & al. v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/126/D/2035/2011
	2019.07.25

	No information provided by Cameroon

	8
	Fondjio Ernest and others v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/126/D/2213/2012
	2019.07.19

	No information provided by Cameroon

	9
	U. Olanguena Awono v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/123/D/2660/2015
	2018.07.19

	10
	C. G. Moutono Zogo v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/121/D/2764/2016
	2017.11.08

	No information provided by Cameroon

	11
	A. Benoit Zogo Andela v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/121/D/2764/2016
	2017.11.08

	Committee’s assessment:[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Extract from the follow-up report: CCPR/C/134/4 SEP 2022: 
Submissions from the State party: None 
On 25 October 2018, the Special Rapporteur for follow-up to Views met with a representative of the Permanent Mission of Cameroon to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva to enquire about the author’s health and the measures taken by the State party to implement the Committee’s Views. The delegation informed the Special Rapporteur that the State party would respond by the deadline of 3 December 2018. Despite three reminders being sent to the State party,12 including one requesting the State party to comment on the author’s submissions of 17 September 2018 and 21 September 2018 which are already included in the report examined by the Committee at its 125th session
and are summarized below, no submission by the State party has been received to date. ] 

(a) Immediate release, pending trial: E
(b) Trial without delay: E
(c) Compensation: D
(d) Non-repetition: D
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing. The Committee will also continue the follow-up dialogue with the State party in the framework of the State party’s periodic reporting to the Committee on the measures adopted to give effect to the rights recognized in the Covenant.

	12
	Paul Eric Kingue v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/118/D/2388/2014
	2016.11.03

	No information provided by Cameroon

	13
	Monika v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/112/D/1965/2010
	2014-10-21

	No information provided by Cameroon

	14
	Akwanga v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/101/D/1813/2008
	2011.03.29

	Submission from: State party[footnoteRef:3] [3:  CCPR/C/112/3 Dec. 2014] 

Date of submission: 19 June 2014
The State party is willing to implement the Committee’s recommendation. New
proceedings can be initiated as soon as the author appeals the judgement sentencing him to 20 years’ imprisonment. If the author’s leave to appeal is granted, a full re-examination of the case will be conducted. An investigation will be undertaken once the author files a complaint for torture and ill-treatment. The procedure requires the physical presence of the author for cross-examination purposes.
The author has escaped from prison, and an arrest warrant has been issued for him. The above-mentioned procedures will only be initiated after the arrest warrant is executed. Compensation may also be awarded, on the basis of available resources and the results of the investigations.
Committee’s assessment:
(a) Review of conviction: C2
(b) Investigation and prosecution: C2
(c) Publication of Views: No information
Transmittal to the author: 14 October 2014
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing.

	15
	Engo v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/96/D/1397/2005
	2009.07.22

	Committee’s assessment: (a) Release: A; (b) Provision of adequate ophthalmological treatment: B; (c) Non-repetition: C
Close the follow-up dialogue, with a note of partially satisfactory implementation of the Committee’s recommendations[footnoteRef:4] [4:  CCPR/C/122/R.2 May 2018] 


	16
	Titiahonjo v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/91/D/1186/2003
	2007.10.26

	Submission from: State party[footnoteRef:5] [5:  CCPR/C/112/3 Dec. 2014] 

Date of submission: 19 June 2014
Contact has been initiated with a view to offering compensation to the author.
Committee’s assessment:
(a) Compensation: B2
(b) Institution of criminal proceedings: No information
(c) Publication of the Views: No information
Transmittal to the author: 14 October 2014
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing.

	17
	Afuson v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/89/D/1353/2005
	2007.03.19

	Final assessment[footnoteRef:6] [6:  CCPR/C/113/3 June 2015] 

The State party has failed to meet its obligation to promptly and effectively investigate, prosecute and convict those responsible for the violations and it is not implementing the Committee’s Views. The author reiterates that he received threats and was subjected to acts of intimidation that were never investigated. The State party has failed to ensure that similar violations do not occur in the future. The compensation offered by the State party is not in accordance with the damages suffered. The author stresses that the State party should not have discretionary power to establish a monetary sum for compensation.
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing.
Earlier assessment (OCT 2014)[footnoteRef:7] [7:  CCPR/C/112/3 Dec. 2014] 

(a) Criminal prosecution: C1
(b) Protection from threats and intimidation: N/A: the author has left the country
(c) Effective reparation, including full compensation: B2
(d) Publication of the Views: C1
(e) Non-repetition: B2
Transmittal to the author: 14 October 2014
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing

	18
	Afuson v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/83/D/1134/2002
	2005.03.17

	Submission from: State party[footnoteRef:8] [8:  CCPR/C/112/3 Dec. 2014] 

Date of submission: 19 June 2014
An agreement with the author was reached, and measures are under way to offer him compensation of CFAF40,000,000 (around 60,980 euros).
Committee’s assessment:
(a) Compensation: B1
(b) Assurance of the author’s enjoyment of his civil and political rights: No information
(c) Publication of Views: No information
Transmittal to the author: 14 October 2014
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing.

	19
	Mazou v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/72/D/630/1995
	2001-07-26

	No information provided by Cameroon

	20
	Mukong v. Cameroon
	CCPR/C/51/D/458/1991
	1994.07.21

	Submission from: State party[footnoteRef:9] [9:  CCPR/C/112/3 Dec. 2014] 

Date of submission: 19 June 2014
Compensation of CFAF100,000,000 (around 152,450 euros) was offered to the author.
Committee’s assessment:
(a) Appropriate compensation: B2
(b) Investigation: D1
(c) Respect for the author’s rights under article 19: No information
(d) Publication of the Views: No information
Transmittal to the author: 14 October 2014
Committee’s decision: Follow-up dialogue ongoing




