Isatou Jammeh - The Gambia

My dad was the cousin of Yahya Jammeh, the former President of The Gambia. He used to manage the family farm. In 2005, when I was 14, my father and my auntie were disappeared. 

For what we have been told, he was the only person who would face his cousin and tell him the truth. This is apparently the reason why he was disappeared. 

From the age of 14 years, I had to go on growing up without the love of my father. That love was snatched away from me in a blink of an eye. Since then, we have never seen my father again. 

15 years that have passed since the disappearance of my father and aunty. These years have not been an easy for me and my family. Justice still has not been done. 

I lost two family members both because of their enforced disappearance. We do not know where my father and auntie are. We heard the testimonies of some members of the Jungulars before the Truth Commission, who said that they were killed. What they said about how they were killed is terrible and invades my days and nights. Every single day of our lives, my family and I go through trauma. 

This Jungulars happen to be the hit squad of the former president of the Gambia who is now in Exile in Equatorial Guinea. Hearing their testimonies at the truth commission freshens the wounds. This has inflicted so much pains and fear in our hearts. I always ask myself when there will be Justice for my family, and when we will know where my father and his sister are to finally rest in peace. 

My story is one of many others in my country. Many who do not know the fate of their loved one and who, like us, live in continuous trauma.  

I am pleading to the Committee to help and support the victims of enforced disappearance here in Gambia to ensure that my government supports the victims of ED. Victims of ED need more than Justice for what happened to them. We also need the truth. 

I want the Committee to guide my government to take action to ensure that the families of the disappeared are looked after, and receive help to search for their disappeared loved ones. 

I also want the Committee to help with advice and support, to ensure that the persons responsible are brought to Justice. 

We all hope that the Gambia will soon send its report to the Committee, so that you, the Committee, can give recommendations to the State on all this and help us in our daily fight.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thanks a lot for having listened to me. 
