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Good afternoon, dear Mr. President and members of the Committee. Receive a warm greeting from the Ecuadorian people; and, of the Constitutional President of the Republic of Ecuador, Lenín Moreno Garcés and his wife, Mrs. Rocío González de Moreno, President Ad Honorem of the Interinstitutional Committee "All Life Plan”
Our President represents a population of 17,307,369 inhabitants, of which 50.38% are women; and, in fact, our Delegation is mostly made up of Ecuadorian women, which I would like to present to you:

The National Secretary of Human Rights; Mrs. Cecilia Chacón, with the rank of Minister.

The Vice Minister of Social Inclusion; Mrs. Soledad Vela.

The National Director of Disabilities of the Ministry of Health; Miss Diana Cárdenas.

The National Director of Inclusive and Specialized Education; Miss Lorena Salazar.

On behalf of the Civil Society of people with disabilities: Mrs. María Cristina Kronfle. And, Myself, Xavier Torres; as Head of Delegation; Government Advisor and President of the National Council for the Equality of Disabilities - CONADIS Ecuador.

Ecuador leads an important processes within the Region in the field of disabilities; Thus, since when the current President of the Republic was Vice President and then Special Envoy to the United Nations Organization, he encouraged and promoted the signing of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities and worked to guarantee their rights and of their families; both in Ecuador and in the rest of the world; This is due to the fact that his condition of physical disability allows him greater visibility within the global context.

As a relevant fact, I mention the execution of the First Biopsychosocial, Clinical and Genetic Study of Disabilities, MANUELA ESPEJO MISSION, with an important work of identification and registration of people with disabilities in urban and rural areas of the country. Now, we are carrying out a second phase through the LAS MANUELAS MISSION, executed by the Technical Secretariat of the All-Life Plan, a name that identifies our current National Development Plan. Also an important function of the Las Manuelas Mission is the coordination and articulation of the services offered by the Ministries, for effective care of people with disabilities in the territories; In this way, access to public services is guaranteed.
The latest version of the Organic Law on Disabilities of Ecuador was published in 2012; and its Regulation was updated in October 2017, which has allowed us to incorporate thirty-four (34) affirmative action measures, such as:

tax benefits, rate discounts, fee exemptions; economic transfers; scholarships; preferential attention; and others; that show the commitment assumed by the national government and the decentralized autonomous governments in their budgets.
Likewise, the Ecuadorian legislative framework includes the enactment of eighteen (18) Laws with a disability and non-discrimination approach, for the respect and exercise of the rights of people with disabilities. To date, the National Assembly of Ecuador analyzes the updates of the Organic Law on Disabilities raised from various social sectors, such as the one presented by Atty. María Cristina Kronfle, who accompanies us in the Delegation.

The National Council for Disability Equality - CONADIS Ecuador, is the institution of the Executive Function responsible for the formulation, mainstreaming, enforcement, monitoring and evaluation of public policies on disabilities.

The Council is made up of ten (10) female counselors and male counselors; of whom, five (5) represent Civil Society; they were elected jointly, through a merit contest by the Citizen Participation and Social Control Council; and, they are rights holders who represent the five disabilities recognized in the Law: physical, intellectual, auditory, visual and psychosocial.

The Ecuadorian State, for its part, is represented by five (5) female Counselors or male Counselors, one for each State Function. The Atty. María Cristina Kronfle is one of the elected Councilors, representing people with physical disabilities, she was also designated as civil society representative for the presentation of this Report.

The Ministry of Public Health is the national authority responsible for the qualification of disabilities; which implies a process of integral evaluation of the biopsychosocial condition of the person. During the years 2017 and 2018, CONADIS Ecuador, the Ministry of Health, the Academy and the National Federations of and for Disability, we worked on the generation of our own instrument that allows us to perform the qualification of people with disabilities; identifying deficiencies, functional limitations, and, above all, restrictions on participation in relationships with the environment due to existing barriers. The new instrument will become effective as of January 2020.

Then, of the qualification, the data is entered into the National Registry of People with Disabilities. This is a nominal Registry of all people with disabilities legally recognized in Ecuador. Therefore, the disability metric in the country is governed by this legal norm. To date, 466,236 people are accredited as people with disabilities. By the year 2020 the use of the disability card will be suppressed, and the disability data will be incorporated in the Identification card.

The National Agenda for Disability Equality, our National Disability Plan, for the years 2017 to 2021, was prepared by CONADIS Ecuador, and is aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the National Development Plan and the postulates of the Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. It was built of participatory form, between state institutions and civil society.

The executing institutions report periodically the indicators that reflect the fulfillment of the goals of the National Government, which shows the progress of the fulfillment of the rights, affirmative actions and reasonable adjustments for people with disabilities and their families, throughout the national territory.

The execution of public policies in the field of disabilities is carried out through the Ministries and other State Institutions and organized Civil Society, within the scope of their powers, as follows:

The Ministry of Health, through a National Directorate of Disabilities;

The Ministry of Education, through the Undersecretary of Inclusive and Specialized Education;

The Ministry of Economic and Social Inclusion, through the Undersecretary of Disabilities;

The Ministry of Labor, through the Priority Groups Attention Directorate;

The Ministry of Sports, through the Ecuadorian Paralympic Committee;

The Ministry of Tourism, through Accessible Tourism programs;

The Technical Secretary of the Whole Life Plan, through the Las Manuelas Mission; among other institutions, which account for the institutionality of public policies in the Ecuadorian State.

The indicators that show achievements in terms of their permanence and quantitative increase, during the years 2017 to 2019, are those related to the areas of:

Health: with the delivery of 58,799 technical aids, and 4,811,160 children screened for the early detection of deficiencies: metabolic, auditory, visual and neurodevelopmental.

Education: which reports 38,446 children and adolescents with disabilities, of school age from 3 to 18 years, who are included in the National Education System. This represents 58% of the total children and adolescents with disabilities in the country.

Social protection: attending 165,290 people with disabilities with economic transfers and 34,340 people in social protection services;

Labor inclusion of 72,177 people with disabilities in the ordinary market.

Likewise, the strengthening of the processes of access to suffrage for people with disabilities; They have achieved that, in the last electoral process of the year 2019, 298,966 people with disabilities act their right to vote, which represents 75.58% of people with disabilities registered.

Significant is the progress in access to Justice, with the development of the “Routes and Protocols for the Protection of the Rights of People with Disabilities”; the "Handbook on the Rights of People with Disabilities in the Judicial Function"; and, the “Directory of Complexes and Judicial Units” with which 20,459 justice operators and 16,891 agents of the National Police have been trained. In addition, 257 Complexes and Judicial Units implemented measures of accessibility to the physical environment.

We have worked permanently to spread a positive image of people with disabilities, their rights and the approach to equality and non-discrimination, raising awareness among the population. An important part of this intervention has been the use of virtual awareness and training courses, which have been accessed by 296,521 public workers, in order to achieve effective care for people with disabilities.

Other notable advances include adapted Sport and accessible Tourism. Now we are improving the quality of care indicators.

I think it is important to highlight, in addition, the work that is being done with the sectional authorities elected in the last electoral process, and that they took possession on May 14, 2019; with the objective of mainstreaming the public policy of disabilities, within the scope of their competences.

We are focusing on other areas in which we still have to improve, such as: the promotion of productive enterprises; more inclusive cities; improving access to social interest housing, inclusive risk management; sexual and reproductive rights for adolescents, youth and women with disabilities; life free of violence by gender, domestic and heritage; empower women with disabilities; accessibility to the physical environment, mobilization and transport; for which we have several projects and actions in execution, some of which have the support of international cooperation.

Ecuador is a reference in constant work by and for people with disabilities. We have carried out cooperation programs and exchange of experiences with countries such as: Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador, Spain, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic.

Definitely, we move forward; However, we still have a way to go and aspects to improve. Our presence as a country before you, members of the Committee, has the unique purpose of being able to evacuate your concerns and provide more disaggregated information on the progress achieved and evidenced in the Second and Third Combined Report, so we are at your service.
