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Dear Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is a profound honor to open the twenty-eighth session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, in my new capacity as Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch.  
A very warm welcome to all of you here in the room, as well as everyone following remotely.
To start with, I want to thank the five Members of the Committee whose first mandate will come to an end next June: Mr. Juan Pablo ALBAN ALENCASTRO; Mr. Mohammed AYAT; Ms. Suela JANINA, Ms. Milica KOLAKOVIC-BOJOVIC and Mr. Horacio RAVENNA. In accordance with the Convention, some of you might be reelected by the States Parties, in which case we would look forward to seeing you back. Whatever the outcome of the June elections, I would like to highlight the great contribution that each of you has made to the work of the Committee. It is a privilege to be working with you and we wish you continued success. 
In that connection, I would like to reiterate our call to States parties to nominate well qualified candidates. As of today, only five nominations have been received to cover the five positions. The deadline communicated to States parties has been extended.  
Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The global landscape today is fraught with challenges that continue to highlight the urgency and necessity of eradicating the heinous crime of enforced disappearances.
Enforced disappearances remain a pervasive violation of human rights, cutting across various national and international conflicts, but also throughout the daily reality of victims in all regions of the world, contributing to a climate of fear, despair, and injustice. 
It is therefore important that we work toward universal ratification of the Convention. It is in that connection that we welcome every new ratification of the Convention. Since your last session, Poland became the 77th State party to the Convention, which we celebrate.
The holding of the World Congress on Enforced Disappearances, held here in Geneva two months ago, was a pivotal step in joining forces to address enforced disappearances and to encourage ratification of the Convention.
The World Congress, as you know, was co-organized by your Committee, the Working Group on Enforced Disappearances, and the NGO CEDI (Coalition against Enforced Disappearance Initiative) with the support of France, Argentina, Morocco and Samoa. It gathered more than 620 participants in Geneva and 1,392 online, coming from 118 countries and all regions of the world.  
The Congress represented a multi-actor platform for collective action,  resulting in concrete recommendations and pledges submitted by the Congress partners, 16 States, 5 regional and international organizations, 25 civil society organizations, 2 national human rights institutions, and 4 professionals. The event concluded with a call to action and unveiling of key follow-up activities. These initiatives include the creation of a victim-led regional network in Africa; the organization of regular meetings of women searchers; the promotion of civil society contributions to the sessions of the Committee; and the creation of a global youth network against enforced disappearances. All these projects reply to concrete and urgent needs of the victims of enforced disappearances and must now be followed up. We call on States to support them without delay, taking benefit of the extraordinary momentum created by the Congress. 
Dear Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The Congress also highlighted the centrality of the voices of family members of the disappeared, and the crucial role of women in addressing enforced disappearances. At the event, therea were twice as women representatives of victim-led organizations as men, a reflection of the disproportionate impact of enforced disappearances on women and of the women’s leading role in the struggle for truth and justice.
This reality is well known to the Committee but must be more clearly acknowledged by all actors. I am therefore particularly pleased to note that during the session starting today, you will consider a draft concept note for the elaboration of a General Comment on women and girls and enforced disappearances. This concept note will be the basis for a call for inputs from. all interested actors. Regional consultations will also be organized. We look forward to the outcome of this process.
Since your last session in September, you also undertook a two week-visit to Colombia, during which the delegation met with 80 authorities. The delegation visited five detention centres and accompanied operations in cemeteries with unidentified bodies, and in a crematorium. You will consider the report of the visit during this session.
You will also address the situation of enforced disappearances in 14 other States parties to the Convention: you will review the first reports of the Central African Republic, Gambia and Malta; the follow-up report of Panama; and additional information of Belgium and Serbia. You will also adopt lists of issues for Croatia, Luxembourg and Togo; and adopt lists of priority themes for Armenia, Gabon and Montenegro. Finally, you will consider the replies of Argentina and Peru to the stand alone requests for information .
You will also continue the consideration of an individual complaint against Mexico, under article 31 of the Convention, starting this afternoon with an oral hearing. 
Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
	I would like to highlight the important ongoing work of the Committee on urgent actions. Through this procedure, the Committee can request a State party to take immediate action to search for a disappeared person and to investigate his or her disappearance. Together with the secretariat, the Committee examines new requests, registers the cases that meet the criteria of article 30, and follows up on the registered cases until the fate and whereabouts of the disappeared person is clarified. 
Since your last session, you have registered 120 new urgent actions, bringing the number of registered urgent actions to a total of 2003 since 2012. Out of these cases, 518 have been closed following the location of the disappeared person, including 410 alive. This means that 1481 urgent actions remain active, requiring follow-up by the Committee.
Follow-up to the urgent actions is conducted on the basis of a thorough analysis of the information provided by the State party concerned, and of any comments by the authors on the request. The Committee makes specific recommendations as to the actions that State authorities should take to search for the disappeared person and investigate his or her disappearance. 
On many occasions, the Committee also serves as a bridge between the victims and the State party, sharing pieces of evidence and information that the authors do not feel safe to provide directly to the authorities. The periodic reports on urgent actions that are adopted at each session trace the general trends in the cases and the Committee’s jurisprudence on urgent actions.
The Secretary General’s latest report on the treaty body system highlights the fact that due to insufficient staff resources, the Committee is facing challenges in handling urgent action requests and ensuring follow-up in a timely manner. The recent figures that are reflected in the report that you will adopt during this session also clearly demonstrate the impact of the limited human resources assigned to this procedure. 
I regret that the resource problems continue to affect this committee and the whole treaty body system . In addition to the chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has hampered and continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications point to a continuation of the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future.  
The treaty body strengthening process remains active. It reached a key moment, with the adoption in December of last year of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly. The Resolution invites the Treaty Bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. However, the biennial resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals made by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the one for an eight-year predictable schedule of reviews. 
On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with the Office and the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with member States and other stakeholders. The meeting explored the latest developments on the treaty body system and sought to identify possible ways to improve harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. 
The Chairs and focal points on working methods also had the opportunity to interact with the coordination committee of special procedures mandate holders, who was meeting in Geneva during the same time. The exchange was very rich in sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence and actual or potential conflict of interest of experts, and on ensuring an “all mechanisms” approach to the many challenges the human rights mechanisms are facing.  
Our colleagues are working with the Chairs and Committee focal points to ensure that the coordination on working methods continues to take place, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chairs meeting in June, which will be led by your Chairperson.
Mr. Chairperson,
The eradication and prevention of enforced disappearances demand unwavering commitment and concerted action. As the World Congress demonstrated, awareness of the issue is on the rise, a global network is forming, and the demands of victims searching for their loved ones are not abating. 
The work of the Committee is at the core of these efforts: despite the challenging circumstances, you do your utmost to obtain answers about the whereabouts of the disappeared persons, calling for accountability and concrete remedies. And you seek to prevent disappearances from occurring in the first place. We look forward to continuing to support you and working with you in implementing this imperative mandate. 
I extend my best wishes for a fruitful and productive session. Thank you for your attention. 
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