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WRITTEN REPLIES TO QUESTIONS POSED DURING AN INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE ON THE REVIEW OF LESOTHO ON THE CONVENTION OF THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND ON 09 – 10 MARCH 2026
















ARTICLE 1 – 4
Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities:
Through the 10th Amendment to the Constitution, the Government will begin to do wider consultations including seeking approval from Parliament before ratification on international human rights instruments amongst others. In this regard, all Protocols relating to the ratified instruments will be looked into. The modalities of sequential ratification of the Optional Protocols.

ARTICLE 7
Measures taken to institutionalise Children’s Parliament and Statistics of children with disabilities in the Children’s Parliament
The Children’s Parliament is a platform that allows children to discuss issues that affect them on a day-to-day basis, which influence development of policy and law frameworks. In this regard, the Lesotho considers incorporating children’s parliament in the Children’s Protection and Welfare (Amendment) Bill 2023 with the view to give it a legal basis.
Representation of children with disabilities in the Children’s Parliament is 5 out of 80 members. Children’s Parliament suffered major setbacks during the Covid-19 pandemic, and has not been able to hold Sessions from 2019 until 2025 when it reconvened. It is currently at resuscitation stage. The Government intends to initiate a policy development which will guide its institutionalization.  

ARTICLE 10
The mechanisms in place to prohibit forced and discriminatory termination of pregnancy by women with disabilities especially in the rural arears and the measures to support affected families to access information in that regard.
In Lesotho, there is internal grievance procedures within the health system. In addition, there is the judicial justice procedures which complainants could follow to vindicate their rights. In this regard, there is Legal Aid Clinics which have been decentralised to all the districts with the aim to also serve the rural communities. Further, the Government continues to hold awareness raising campaigns for wider dissemination of information which also supports families with the available grievance procedures should discriminatory cases arise.
ARTARTICLE 24
The number of children with disabilities identified through community rehabilitation programmes and number of children enrolled in inclusive schools and special schools
With regards to number of children identified through community-based rehabilitation programmes, Lesotho uses analogy mode of data collection and recording; thus, we have challenge with accurate statistical information across all sectors. As a result, wo do have statistics who were identified through the community-based rehabilitation programs alluded to in the report. However, we have about 261 boys and 130 girls enrolled in 7 inclusive schools, while boys 89 girls 59 enrolled in special schools. This data has been extracted from 7 schools being, 1 special school and 6 inclusive schools. 

ARTICLE 25
Whether the State Party has undertaken any research on dementia. Has it identified any emerging trends of this disease?
Lesotho is making strides in understanding and addressing dementia. A study on situational analysis on older persons in Lesotho of 2023 found that the prevalence is around 4.89%, which aligns with regional estimates for Africa. The study identified several factors associated with increased odds of dementia. Lesotho is also part of the African Dementia Consortium, which aims to improve understanding and management of the illness. The Consortium focuses on epidemiological studies, genetic research and capacity building.

ARTICLE 27
Measures taken measures to incentify the private sector to modify their property in terms of buildings and transport to make them accessible.
Lesotho recognises the need for enactment of the Regulations that would articulate on what amounts to accessibility standards. Since there are no regulations in place, punitive measures are not applied in cases of failure to comply with the laws regulating accessibility. Whereas we recognise the need for incentives for the private sector to accelerate compliance in this regard, we do have such incentives in place.

ARTICLE 32
Measures taken to include persons with disabilities in international cooperation.
The Government include people with disabilities through the representative organization in the design, implementation and monitoring and evaluation of projects supported by international partners. 
Lesotho has Memorandum of Understanding on intercountry adoptions with Canada, USA and the Netherlands. The Law mandates that in the process of adoptions, a child aged 12 years and above should give consent to adoption.
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