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CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE LIST OF ISSUES AND QUESTIONS FOR THE 8TH PERIODIC REPORT OF THE STATE OF ITALY TO THE CEDAW COMMITTEE

Differenza Donna (hereinafter DD) is a feminist organization of women based in Rome, Italy which since 1989 pursues the aim to fight, prevent and overcome all forms of violence against women. Since 1992, when the first Italian central-south shelter for women victims of gender violence was established in Rome, the “Anti-violence shelter of Rome’s Province” DD has received more than 30.000 women of which 50% migrants and asylum seekers and more than 1000 women survivors of human trafficking.  DD was granted special consultative Status by ECOSOC in 2016 and is active on both a national and international level, running women’s shelters and several helpdesks which target survivors of all forms of GBV, including THB for sexual exploitation.
Since 2020 DD is part of WAVE-Women Against Violence Europe, the European network of NGO’s aiming to combat Gender Based Violence and promote women’s rights. DD is also part, since 2015, of the Platform for Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM) , AOI and CILD. 
DD is Co-Author of several shadow reports submitted to monitoring national and international bodies on women’s rights and access to justice.
*****
Considering of the upcoming deadlines regarding the definition of the List of issues prior of the 8th periodic report of the State of Italy to the CEDAW Committee, DD would like to submit to the Hon. Committee the following comments in the light of the Committee’s previous recommendations.

1. Visibility of the Convention, the Optional Protocol and the Committee’s general recommendations- Responsibility and accountability of the national Government
· Please, consider asking for information about general and intersectional measures, including legal training and capacity-building programmes for judges, prosecutors, lawyers and other legal professionals for enhancing women’s awareness of their rights under the Convention and the remedies available to them under the Optional Protocol and the Committee’s general recommendations.
· In the light of CEDAW Committee’s concluding observations on 7Th Report of Italy, §14, please ask to provide information about the reasons why Italy still lacks an effective mechanism aimed at ensuring accountability and the transparent, coherent and consistent implementation of the Convention throughout its territory. 
· Ask information about the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action as it was recognized by the Committee as relevant framework for the implementation of the CEDAW.
· Information is needed about the taken measures for the realization of substantive gender equality throughout the process of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

2. Stereotypes and access to justice

a. Legislative framework and access to justice
· DD suggests to asking for information about the measures that the Government adopted or intend to design in order to protect lesbian, bisexual and transgender women and intersex persons from intersecting forms of discrimination or hate crimes, including the amendment of article 3 of the Constitution and Act No. 205/1993.
· Please, consider asking for detailed information about the financial implementation of adopted measures (law no. 69/2019) to expedite legal proceedings and improve the treatment of victims of gender-based violence against women.
· It would be crucial to request the Government about the measures adopted for eliminating gender-based stereotyping within the judiciary and ensure that intersecting forms of discrimination are adequately addressed by courts.
· Please, consider also to ask the reasons of lack of a proactive and sustained measures to eliminate and modify patriarchal attitudes and gender stereotypes, by revising textbooks and curricula and conducting awareness-raising campaigns directed at women and men in general and at the media and advertising agencies.

b. Gender-based violence against women 
· Consider asking for updates about the adoption of the new national action plan against gender-based violence, and ensure that adequate human, technical and financial resources are allocated for their systematic and effective implementation, monitoring and assessment and which forms of participation will be ensured to women’s organizations.
· Information is required also about the monitoring process and mechanism established to ensure that the response of the police and the judiciary is consistent with international obligations, in particular to grant timely action in adopting protection measures.
· Detailed are needed about the financial recourses invested in raising awareness in law enforcement bodies about the obligation of destigmatizing victims, ensure that women have effective access to civil courts to obtain restraining orders against abusive partners and prevent alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, such as mediation, conciliation and restorative justice for cases of gender-based violence. 
· Data are needed about the conducted investigation and prosecution about racist, xenophobic and sexist acts against women.
· Please, ask information about the measures adopted in order to strengthening the capacity of shelters and ensuring that they meet the needs of victims and cover the entire territory of the State party and which remedies have been apported to the criticism underlined by the “Corte dei conti” in allocating adequate human, technical and financial resources.
· Please, ask information about the collection of statistical data on domestic and sexual violence disaggregated by sex, age, nationality and relationship between the victim and the perpetrator.
· Information are required about adopted measures to grant adequate forms of compensation/reparation of damage for all victims of GB violence, even when the author is not able to pay for it or it is unknown.

c. Marriage and family relations
· It is urgent to require information about all measures adopted to discourage the use “parental alienation syndrome” by experts and by courts in custody cases and to assess the specific needs of women and children in custody cases involving GBV, giving priority to the safeguard of their physical and psychological health and taking into account the increasing number of courts’ discrimination against women as mothers and the killing of children by their fathers during child custody disputes.
· Please, require information about the measures to prevent all forms of economic violence, and discrimination regarding the distribution of matrimonial property following divorce or separation, remedies against the disparity in the earning capacity and women’s pursuing of their career; failure of fathers to pay child maintenance in all districts when the father fails to pay child maintenance event by implementing adequate services.  
· Please, require information about measures aiming at ensuring effective application of men’s parental leave and implement public services supporting working mothers such as nurseries and kindergartens.   
d. Trafficking and exploitation of prostitution
· Please, ask information about the serious diminishing of investigation, prosecution and punishment of cases of trafficking in persons, especially of women and girls.
· Information is needed about the financial investment in mechanisms for the early identification and referral of victims of trafficking in order to grant them prompt protection and assistance following arrival by sea and throughout the asylum procedure.
· Please, consider requiring information about the measures adopted to fill the implementation gaps of the existing protection system for victims of trafficking, in particular women migrants, refugees and asylum seekers who are victims or at risk of becoming victims of trafficking and to prevent re-victimization, re-trafficking and other forms of exploitative practices relating to trafficking, in particular sexual exploitation and forced labour, servitude and modern forms of slavery. 
· Information is required about measures adopted to provide victims of trafficking with adequate access to health care and counselling during the Covid-19 emergency and to ensure that all victims of trafficking, irrespective of their ethnic, national or social background and legal status, obtain effective protection and redress, including rehabilitation and compensation.
· Information is required about the measures to adopt to make the national compensation mechanism consistent with international and EU obligation.
· Information is required about the lack of any measure aiming at reducing the demand for prostitution and raise clients’ awareness of the human rights’ violations suffered by women and girls forced into prostitution.
· Please, ask for information about the financial support granted to repatriation of migrant women trapped in Libya despite their vulnerability and ask for clarification about international, regional and bilateral cooperation policy. 

3. Participation in political and public life
a. National machinery for the advancement of women 

· Please, require information about resources allocated to the Department for Equal Opportunities and the substantial and effective implementation of a national gender policy and gender mainstreaming in all ministries and decentralized government structures and to ensure the consistency of family policies with CEDAW.
· It is urgent to ask for information about the lack of adequately resourced national human rights institution compliant with the Paris Principles, mandated to protect and promote all human rights, including women’s rights.

b. Participation in political and public life

· Please, ask for information about the adopted or designed temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4 (1) of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004) on temporary special measures, such as a gender parity system for accelerated recruitment and appointment of women to senior positions in the public administration. 
· It is urgent to require explications about the sexism in politics which still prevent women’s political participation.
· Please, require information about legislative and preventing measures of political harassment and sexist attacks.

c. Nationality
· Information is needed about remedies to procedural obstacles and difficulties and improve procedures in relation to the identification and protection of stateless persons, especially women and girls; access to nationality for stateless persons, with a particular focus on women and children; access of children of non-formally recognized stateless persons, including single mothers, to obtain Italian nationality; compliance with international standards on procedural safeguards in statelessness determination procedures.

d. Education
· Please, ask for information about adopted measures to address discriminatory stereotypes and structural barriers deterring girls from enrolling in traditionally male-dominated fields of study.
· Consider requiring information about updates in eliminating all gender stereotypes from textbooks and that school curricula, academic programmes and professional training for teachers cover women’s rights and gender equality.
· Please, ask about the national guidelines for education on affectivity, sexuality and reproductive health in schools and the provision of mandatory, comprehensive and age-appropriate education on sexual and reproductive health and rights to girls and boys as part of the regular school curriculum, including on responsible sexual behaviour and prevention of early pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections.
· Ask for information about measures aiming at retaining Roma girls in school and increase their enrolment through temporary special measures.

e. Employment
· It is important to assess which temporary special measures and structural measures have been adopted with the aim of achieving the substantive equality of women and men in the labour market, including for young women with higher education qualifications living in the south and unemployed women, aiming at eliminating occupational segregation, both horizontal and vertical, in the public and private sectors.
· Consider investigating the adopted measures to narrow and close the gender wage gap, to increase the access of women to full-time employment and promoting the equal sharing of domestic and family tasks between men and women, also by means of children facilities.
· It is important to verify the adoption of measures to accelerate the equal participation of women in the labour market, in particular of women migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, Roma, Sinti, Camminanti and older women, single mothers and women with disabilities.
· Please, ask the State party the assessment of the impact of austerity and covid-19 related laws and policies on the lives of women and their families and about the adopted measures for giving priority to the fight and prevention of any forms of discrimination against women in the recovery plan after pandemic and ensure the participation of women in the decision-making process regarding the recovery plan after pandemic.
· Ask also information about undertaken initiatives to prevent discrimination against women living in less developed areas, in particular to remedy the inadequacy of social and health services and economic and property discrimination.

f. Women with disabilities
· Please, ask to the state party about the measures targeting women with disabilities and aiming at their inclusive education, access to labour market, health care, including sexual and reproductive health and rights, public and social life and decision-making processes, granting them independence, also by means of capacity-building for State officials.

g. Women in detention
· Please, ask for information about the reasons of lacking sex-disaggregated data on the number of women in detention, including in pretrial and administrative detention and about their conditions of detention, especially on access to basic health and social services. 
· Information is required about staff mandatory capacity-building programmes on gender equality and women’s dignity and rights.
· Furthermore, ask information about human, technical and financial resources allocated by the state party in order to grant women in detention the coverage of education employment programmes and health services to include women in pretrial detention.
· Please, ask for information about the delayed of implementations of alternatives to detention, especially for pregnant women and mothers with young children, taking into account the best interest of the child.

4. Migration and transnational flows
a. Women refugees and asylum seekers
· Please, ask for information about the measures adopted to implement chapter VII of the Istanbul Convention, and in particular for a gender-appropriate, culturally sensitive and age sensitive individual screening and assessment procedures to ensure the systematic and early identification of refugees and asylum seekers, in particular women and girls who have been victims or are at risk of gender-based violence.
· How many available places in reception centres are dedicated to women refugee and asylum seekers and their children, with particular attention to their needs?
· Please, ask to provide information about administrative detention, in particular in case of women with specific needs and vulnerabilities.
· Please, ask information about the measures adopted to prevent branch of the principle of non-refoulement for all women and girls in need of international protection.
· Ask for measures of reparation adopted for women and girls illegally repatriated or denied access to protection by the last immigration laws and policies.

b. Women migrant workers
· Please, ask for information about the investigation and prosecution of work and labour exploitation in the agricultural sector, care sector and others and to establish effective complaint procedures to enable women migrant workers to lodge complaints against their employers without fear of reprisals, arrest, detention or deportation.
· Information are required about the measures adopted to grant access to basic services to all women migrant workers, regardless of their immigration status. 
· Please, consider asking information about the legal measures aiming at preventing migrant victimization by smugglers, including work visa.


5. Health
· Please, ask the State party the adopted measures to ensure the full realization of the right to health, including sexual and reproductive health and rights, for all women and girls.
· In particular, ask which measures will be adopted to grant equal access to the essential-level assistance, to prevent sexually transmitted infections, in particular HIV, and improve access to the new generation of contraceptives, including by ensuring coverage by the national health service.
· Please, provide information about a rights-based health-care protocol for intersex children required by the Cedaw Committee.
· Considering the undergoing attack to Act No. 194/78 throughout the State party, please ask information about monitoring and sanctioning procedures to prevent denial of access to abortion services and appropriate referral services, including the limitation of the exercise of conscientious objection by health-care personnel which constitutes an obstacle for women who wish to terminate a pregnancy.
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