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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report, and treaty body concluding observations (see annex).
ANGOLA
Angola has not signed or ratified the CRPD. 
State report
21.
Paragraph 1 of article 23 of the CRA establishes the principle of equality of all citizens before the Law and the Constitution, and paragraph 2 establishes that no one may be prejudiced, privileged or deprived of any right or exempted from any duty, by reason of their ancestry, gender, race, ethnicity, colour, disability, language, birthplace, religion, political, ideological or philosophical beliefs, level of education, or economic, social or professional condition. 

22.
Individual or special treatment given to persons with disabilities, the aged, the sick or those who belong to minority groups, falls within special social assistance and protection policies that the Angolan Government develops as part of an overall vision intended to ensure the survival, protection and development of individuals, in accordance with the law.

92.
Considerable progress has been made in legislation to protect and promote children’s rights, with the approval and entry into effect on 3 February 2010 of the Constitution of the Republic of Angola, which states in its article 80 regarding childhood, that: (1) Children have a right to special attention from the family, society and the State, which must, in close collaboration, ensure they are fully protected against all forms of abandonment, discrimination, oppression, exploitation and the abusive exercise of authority, in the family and in other institutions; (2) public policies concerning the family, education and health must abide by the principle of the superior interest of the child, in order to ensure their full physical, psychological and cultural development; (3) the State ensures special protection for children who are orphans, have disabilities, have been abandoned or, in any other way, deprived of a normal family environment; (4) the State regulates the adoption of children, and encourages their integration into a healthy family environment; (5) minors of school age are prohibited, pursuant to the law, from working.
IDA proposed questions for the List of Issues:
· What steps are being taken to accede to the CRPD and its Optional Protocol?
Article 16
· What laws and policies are in place to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in accordance with Article 16 ICCPR and as elaborated in Article 12 CRPD?
Articles 25 & 26
· What steps are being taken to repeal Article 154(1) of the Constitution,
 Article 12 of the Electoral Law,
 and Articles 40 and 52 of the Electoral Registration Law
 which exclude from the right to vote and stand for election persons whose legal capacity has been restricted or removed, and persons with psychosocial disabilities including those who still exercise their full legal capacity, in violation of Article 25, ICCPR and Article 29, CRPD which comprises the latest international standards with respect to the right of participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life?

ANNEX – relevant recommendations made by other treaty bodies on Angola:
Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/AGO/CO/2-4, 2010


Non-discrimination

28.
The Committee welcomes the fact that the new Constitution contains an article on non-discrimination that explicitly includes children with disabilities and recognizes the efforts of the State party to combat discrimination, but is concerned about ongoing discrimination against children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS and San children due to traditional attitudes in society. While noting the State party’s indication that the provisions of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action from the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance will be addressed under national legislation, the Committee nevertheless regrets that the State party has not adopted these instruments.

29.
The Committee urges the State party to continue and strengthen its activities undertaken to combat discrimination, in particular with regard to children with disabilities, children with HIV/AIDS and San Children, who are still exposed to ongoing discriminatory attitudes and behaviours.  It further recommends that the State party adopt as soon as possible the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and to include information in its next periodic report on measures and programmes relevant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action as well as the outcome document adopted at the 2009 Durban Review Conference.



Children with disabilities

47.
The Committee notes that that the Constitution acknowledges the rights of children with physical and mental disabilities to live “full and decent lives” without discrimination based on their disability.  The Committee also notes that programs are carried out to care of persons with disabilities and to ensure their social inclusion.  However, the Committee remains concerned that there is still resistance to the full integration of persons with disabilities in society, that legislative and policy gaps in the protection of the rights of children with disabilities remain and that professional staff working with children with disabilities may not be adequately trained.  The Committee also notes with regret that the State party has not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol.

48.
The Committee recommends that the State party: 


(a)
Ensure full implementation of, and, if necessary create additional, legislation and policies for the protection of the rights of children with disabilities;


(b)
Continue and further strengthen its programmes and services for all children with disabilities in order to ensure that appropriate care, protection and inclusive education are provided to these children and that they can actively participate in the community. In this regard, the State party should make certain that such services receive adequate human and financial resources;


(c)
Provide adequate training for professional staff working with children with disabilities, such as teachers, social workers and medical, paramedical and related personnel,; 


(d)
Consider signing and ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol; and


(e)
Take into account the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96) and the Committee’s general comment No. 9 on the rights of children with disabilities (CRC/C/GC/9, 2006).



9.
Ratification of International Instruments  

76.
The Committee encourages the State party to consider ratifying:

 (d)
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
� Article 154, section 1 states, “The following shall be ineligible for election as Members: d) individuals legally defined as incapacitated.” (Constitution, January 2010)


� Article 12 states, “The following persons do not enjoy active electoral capacity...b) those notoriously recognised as demented when interned in a medical establishment or when so declared by a doctor’s certificate, even if not interdicted by a judgment.” (Electoral Law, 2004)


� Article 40 states, “1. The authorities or persons responsible for hospital units shall send to the registration authority at the place of registration, on a monthly basis, a list containing the identification details, which are referred to in Article 38, of the citizens who have reached 18 years of age and have been hospitalised for proven and recognized dementia resulting from a psychiatric anomaly, but who are not interdicted by virtue of a final unappealable sentence, and shall send, on an annual basis, during o period of registration, a list of those persons who having been interned under the aforesaid conditions will have reached 18 years of age by the end of the period of registration. 2. The same procedure shall be adopted when the citizens referred to in the previous paragraph, have been released from the hospital unit.”


Article 52 (Information Relating to Citizens Confined to Hospital Units) states that hospitals should "send to the concerned Provincial Electoral Councils monthly lists of citizens...who have been institutionalized because of obvious insanity." (Electoral Registration Law, 2005)


� This is confirmed in OHCHR thematic study on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities which explicitly states that there is no reasonable restriction nor exclusion permitted regarding the right to political participation of persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011.
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