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Distinguished members of the Committee, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to be with you for the opening of the 13th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to welcome you on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein.  The High Commissioner is looking forward to meeting you later this afternoon.

I would especially like to extend a warm welcome to the new members of the Committee who will assume their duties today, namely: Mr Danlami BASHARU [Nigeria], Mr Carlos Alberto PARRA DUSSAN [Colombia], Mr Coomaravel PYANEANDEE [Mauritius], Mr. Jonas RUSKUS [Lithuania], and Mr Liang YOU[China].

I also congratulate the re-elected members of the Committee who today are commencing a new term: Ms. Theresia DEGENER [Germany], Mr Hyung-Shik KIM [Republic of Korea], Mr Stig LANGVAD [Denmark], and Mr Damjan TATIC [Serbia]. 
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities continues its impressive rate of ratifications, with  two more countries ratifying or acceding  to the Convention since your last session. This brings the total number of States parties to 152. One more country [Denmark] has ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention bringing to 85 the total number of ratifications of the protocol.   
Distinguished members

As you know, in April last year the intergovernmental treaty body strengthening exercise came to a successful conclusion with the adoption of General Assembly resolution 68/268. This  Committee was a strong supporter of  that process. 

As we now turn to the work of implementing the resolution, I note that CRPD’s backlog of reports currently stands at 58, and new reports are coming in at a high rate. However, I am confident that, with your hard work, the support of OHCHR and the extra 1.5 weeks granted by the General Assembly, you will be able to meet the target of 14 reports and a similar number of lists of issues and questions to be tackled in 2015. The burden this places on you and on the OHCHR staff working with you is recognized. 

At the end of 2014, we unfortunately witnessed a significant cut in OHCHR’s extra-budgetary resources. This cut affected all parts of the organization and the Human Rights Treaties Division was not spared. In this constrained financial environment, and in line with GA resolution 68/268, OHCHR will focus its support in 2015 on assisting each Committee to reduce backlogs and reach the targets set out in the resolution in terms of numbers of lists of issues, concluding observations and individual communications.

Distinguished members,

In addition to reducing backlogs, the General Assembly recognized that strengthening the treaty body system requires the increased harmonization of working methods across treaty bodies. This will make the treaty bodies more accessible to States and other stakeholders, and benefit the system as a whole. As a strong supporter in rationalizing treaty bodies’ working methods, we hope that CRPD will continue in this path, while working with other Committees on  the road to greater efficiency and unity. 

We welcome the decisions the Committee has already taken in this regard, such as its decision to offer the simplified reporting procedure to States parties whose initial reports have been examined, the endorsement of the guidance note on the structure of the dialogue and the note on the framework of concluding observations, and the appointment of a focal point on reprisals.  All of these matters have been discussed of the meeting of Chairpersons in 2014. A common treaty body policy on reprisals was also discussed at the informal meeting of treaty body Chairpersons held from 16 to 18 January at Wilton Park in the United Kingdom, in which your outgoing Chair Ms Maria Soledad Cisternas participated. I am sure that she will brief you on the informal meeting in her statement on inter-sessional activities.  The 27th meeting of Chairpersons will be held in San José, Costa Rica, from 22 to 26 June.   During this meeting, the Chairpersons will consider a joint policy on reprisals against individuals interacting with the treaty bodies as they had decided at their last year meeting, as well as a consideration of possible harmonisation of the elaboration of general comments by committees.
The implementation of resolution 68/268 also involves tracking our progress. The General Assembly has requested that the Secretary-General submit a report on progress made in the implementation of the resolution every two years. OHCHR has started collecting data and tracking progress specifically for this purpose. These reports will be used to ensure that the regular budget resources devoted to the Committees keep in line with the backlogs of the Committees. They will also be used in the next review of the entire treaty body system, scheduled under the resolution for 2020. 

Tracking progress of implementation of the resolution also includes a review of the application of the Addis Ababa Guidelines on independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies.  The resolution specifically requests Chairs of the committees to keep States parties updated on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Guidelines . In preparation for this reporting, you might wish to consider how you are approaching the implementation of the Addis Guidelines, and, in doing so, give thought to the establishment of an internal mechanism to keep track of progress.
Ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to take this opportunity to refer to developments in the elaboration of the sustainable development goals within the post-2015 agenda. On 4 December last year, the Secretary-General issued his Synthesis Report on the post-2015 agenda entitled “The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet”, which summarizes the process to date, including the draft goals and targets elaborated by the Inter-governmental Open Working Group in 2014. In his report, the Secretary-General stresses that millions of people, included persons with disabilities, have been left behind in the wake of unfinished work of the Millennium Development Goals. He recalls that human development also means respect for human rights, and he advocates for a post-2015 agenda which accommodates the voices of persons with disabilities, by calling Member States to removing the obstacles that still prevent the full participation of persons with disabilities in society.  

OHCHR has engaged closely in this process with a view to providing technical assistance to States on disability issues and specifically towards promoting a  goal on inclusive quality education. Currently the OHCHR is following the development of indicators for the implementation of goals and targets.
In the joint statement on the post-2015 development agenda adopted by the Chairpersons of the treaty bodies  adopted in January this year and was sent to all Member States, the Chairpersons welcomed the emphasis placed on equality and non-discrimination in the Secretary-General’s synthesis report. At the same time, the Chairpersons urged Member States to ensure that consideration be given to the inclusion within the goals of universal implementation of accessibility and the application of reasonable accommodation for the full exercise of the rights of persons with disabilities, including their effective participation in society.
Member States are now embarking on negotiations towards adopting the post-2015 development agenda at the UN General Assembly Heads of State Summit in September 2015. This final phase is crucial to ensuring the goals, targets, indicators and accountability frameworks are closely aligned with human rights norms, especially those enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
In addition to the ongoing process of elaborating sustainable development goals, there are two other important multilateral events I would like to mention this afternoon. 

The first is the outcome the World Summit on Indigenous Peoples, held in September 2014, in New York. In the outcome document of this Summit, Member States committed themselves to promoting and protecting the rights of indigenous persons with disabilities and to continuing to improve their social and economic conditions, including by developing targeted measures for national plans and  strategies, in collaboration with indigenous persons with disabilities. They also committed to ensuring that national legislative, policy and institutional structures relating to indigenous peoples are inclusive of indigenous persons with disabilities and contribute to the advancement of their rights. With regard to the collection of data, Member States  committed to working with indigenous peoples to disaggregate data and to utilizing holistic indicators of indigenous peoples’ well-being to address the situation and needs of indigenous peoples, in particular older persons, women, youth, children and persons with disabilities.  
The second event I would like to mention is the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Sendai, Japan, earlier this month.   In the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015 -2030, Member States acknowledge that disaster risk reduction practices need to be multi-hazard and multisectoral based, inclusive and accessible in order to be efficient and effective. The framework calls on governments to engage with all relevant stakeholders, including persons with disabilities, in the design and implementation of disaster risk reduction policies, plans and standards.  It also emphasizes that empowering women and persons with disabilities to publicly lead and promote gender equitable and universally accessible response, recovery rehabilitation and reconstruction approaches are key elements in disaster risk reduction strategies.    The inclusion of the rights and perspectives of persons with disabilities in the Sendai Framework is a major and welcome development. 
Distinguished members

I would now turn to developments in the Human Rights Council since your last session and which are of importance to the Committee. 

In November 2014, the Human Rights Council appointed Ms Catalina Devandas as the first Special rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disability. Ms Devandas held her first interactive dialogue with the Council earlier this month, during which she introduced her work plan for the first three years of the mandate.  This work plan, which uses the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as its guiding standard,  focuses on: 
· promoting citizenship, by supporting the active participation of persons with disabilities in all decision-making process affecting their lives; 
· combating poverty, by addressing the root causes of poverty among persons with disabilities that prevent them from enjoying their economic and social rights; and 
· promoting change in social perceptions about persons with disabilities.
An encouraging development since the appointment of Ms Devandas as a mandate holder is the close interaction and cooperation between three mandates with specific focus on disability-rights, namely, the Committee, the Special Rapporteur, and the Special Envoy of the Secretary General on Disability and Accessibility. On 3 December 2014, on the international day of persons with disabilities the three mandates issued a joint statement calling Member States and all stakeholders to join efforts for achieving the universal ratification of the CRPD.

Earlier this month, the Human Rights Council held its annual interactive panel on persons with disabilities which focused on the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and to be included in the Community. The Committee was represented in the panel by Mr. Hyung- Shik Kim. At this time OHCHR launched its report on the subject, and copies are available for interested members.
This month we also saw the Annual Meeting of the International Coordination Committee of National Human Rights Institutions.  Of particular interest was the discussion that took place on moving forward from the last years’ ground-breaking meeting between the Committee and National Human Rights Institutions and Independent Monitoring Mechanisms.    The Annual Meeting’s participants reiterated their request to the Committee to develop guidelines on the participation of National Human Rights Institutions and Independent Monitoring Mechanisms which include, among other things, the recognition of the independent participation of NHRIs and IMMs in the monitoring framework provided for in Article 33 of the Convention, the autonomous participation of NHRIs in the proceedings of the Committee, as well as guidelines – including on core indicators- for monitoring the Convention at the national level.
Distinguished members

Let me mention briefly some aspects of OHCHR’s broader on disability issues since your last session.  The Office continued raising awareness on the Convention, by organising a training of trainers’ workshop for OHCHR staff working in field presences in November 2014. This training was also given to staff members of the United Nations Office in Geneva in December 2014.  The Office is a key actor promoting implementation of the Secretary General’s Bulletin on the employment and accessibility for staff members with disabilities in the United Nations Secretariat. OHCHR co-chairs the Interagency support group to the Convention, composed of 26 United Nations agencies and programmes, which in late 2014 decided that article 11 of the Convention (the situation of person with disabilities in disaster emergencies and humanitarian crisis) will be the thematic focus of the inter-agency work in 2015.  You will have a more detailed briefing on OHCHR’s work on the rights of disabled persons by the responsible OHCHR staff during your session. 
Distinguished members

Your agenda for the 13th session is again a heavy one. You will conduct dialogues with seven States parties, meet with UN bodies and specialized agencies, other international organizations, DPOs and NHRIs, hold a Day of General Discussion on the right to inclusive education and work on a host of other items related to your draft general comment on women and girls with disabilities, individual communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol, as well as the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268 on treaty body strengthening. 

You will also elect a new Bureau today. On my own behalf and that of OHCHR, allow me to thank your outgoing Chairperson, Maria Soledad Cisternas and the other Bureau members for their passion, their efficient work and the professionalism with which they have steered the Committee over the past two years.  It has been a real pleasure working with you. 
Allow me to conclude by saying that we look forward to seeing a most successful and productive 13th session of the Committee unfold and wish you all the best in the important work the Committee will undertake in the weeks ahead. 

Thank you
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