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Oromia Support Group in Australia 

 E-mail:  osg.australia@gmail.com , ABN: 95 941 300 944

Date: 
26th, Oct. 2010 

To: 
Committee against Torture & 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

Re: Submission of Complaint on current Human Right Violation in Ethiopia
Based on information gathered by the Oromia Support Group in Australia (OSGA) first-hand and from well-known international human rights organizations, the Ethiopian government continues to be a major abuser of human rights with no evidence of improvement. Extra-judicial killings and executions; widespread use of torture and other degrading treatment; arrest and detention; lack of fair trials; and harsh prison conditions are common. 
One of the victims of this human right violation is Mrs. W. Oromia Support Group in Australia contacted Mrs. W. who has suffered from physical torture, rape and other serious rights of violations, in the hands of Ethiopian armed security forces, during her detention in the country. Responsibility for these abuses lay with the Ethiopian Government authorities and security forces, who were often officially acting to enforce the abusive policies of government.
Brief background:

Mrs. W. is an asylum seeker in Uganda, Africa, as she was forced to flee her country due to harassment, detention, torture and persecution. She was born in 1984 in Oromia region, Wollega province. 

Mrs. W. attended elementary and junior secondary school in Addis Ababa, (capital city of the country), from 1994 to 2002 at her uncle’s place. After completing elementary and junior school she was admitted to high school, in the same city, Addis Ababa. From 2003 to 2004 she attended high school. Following her completion W. started working as a secretary in one of the Translation Service offices. Mrs. W. married and had one child. Her husband was suddenly disappeared, in 2007, suspected kidnapped by Ethiopian security forces, while to his home from work.   
Her brother, a business man, frequently visited W. when she was studying in Addis Ababa. He was the one who was supplying her with all the necessary needs to support her to continue her study. But, in 2007 he left his home town  and came to the capital city, Addis Ababa, as the result of severity the severity  of harassment, by the government authorities in the town, suspected as having links with the opposition party, Oromo Liberation ‘Front, (OLF). 
In 2007, he lived with Mrs. W. and her husband in Addis Ababa. In the same year, 2007, he decided to go back to his home town to pass his businesses onto others.  However, on his way to Wollegga disappeared, and nobody was able to locate his whereabouts. It was after some time she heard in Ethiopian TV that her  brother was a member of OLF and was responsible for the bomb blasts in May 2008 at Addis Ababa. Again the same TV said that he was responsible for the blast in May 2008 and was killed with other five passengers by the same blast. Following the saddest news, in few days, the armed security forces came to her work place and arrested her. All her properties and possessions were taken away.
The following detail report was obtained from Mrs. W., what happened to her during her detention and then after.  

Physical harm:

 “Ethiopian government security forces came at mid of the day to my work place, and heavily knocked on my office door. Then, about five to six of them unexpectedly entered my room. They told me, "We have heard your brother comes to your house. Is this so?" I said, "I don't know where he is." Then, they hit me with the gun. They kicked me and I fell down. I stood up and then they kicked me again, and I fell down again. They said we have to torture you, and then only will you tell us where your brother is. Then, one of the security forces tore my clothes. It was torture; they hit me again and again with stick and I couldn’t stand it. I fell down again. They kept beating me though I was on the ground and my breath was nearly stopped.  They put me in their truck and took me, for further investigation, to place where I don’t know about. 
After days I was told by others as I was taken to ‘Ma’ikelawwi’ (the central investigation center), where I have experienced agonizing and heartbreaking torture types. During this time I was accused of having links with the OLF and sheltering the OLF members. Here the interrogation on me was so serious. They asked me to tell them about the OLF clandestine network in the country, according to their allegation, organized by my brother. But I could not tell them anything, since I knew nothing about what they were asking. The Ethiopian government security officers were interrogating me one after the other. The interrogation was always after mid night, especially at 3:00 a.m. During this time I was whipped when I was necked, over walked by their rough boots, hanged upside down for several hours. The worst of all, I am still suffering from trauma, one night I was raped by three drunken security guards, in single room, one after the other to the extent I lost my conscious”. 

Emotional Suffer:

The other challenge is the deep social stigma and sensitivity inhibited not able to reveal her rape story during her detention. Although traumatised by the rape Mrs. W. was unable to obtain medical treatment, legal aid or counseling services in her country. 

Lack of justice:

Mrs. W. was unable to pursue remedies through the criminal justice system in the country, because of constraints in Ethiopian law. She describes her situation:

“The international community may perceive the Ethiopian government as a role model for democracy, human right and justice, but the reality is entirely the opposite. It was not easy for me to decide to leave my country. I know myself; I am innocent. But I was taken to prison in shackles and in handcuffs, and I was abused by the government security forces. Yet I am not a criminal. I had done nothing wrong either to the government or the country. Why was I put in prison? Why was I treated this way?”

Separation:
Mrs. W. was kept in prison for two years. In December 2009, fortunately, she was taken to the government ‘kangaroo’ court; she managed to get a 48 hour parole to attend medical treatment, under her relatives’ assurance. She secretly arranged transportation and then able to escape to neighbouring country, Kenya, luckily she crossed the border, in the same week. She is worried about the consequences for her relatives aided her escape.
Mrs. W. was forced to flee Ethiopia and leaved her only child to a neighbouring family just known to her, but she has no close relationship to. She left her country by taking high risk as much as possible to rescue her life from torture, harassment and most likely dying in the hands of security forces. Due to her uncertainty for security in Kenya she crossed to Uganda. False identification arranged by smugglers enabled her to cross the Kenya and Uganda border. 

Mrs. W. was detained and separated from her child daughter when she was still two years-old. As Mrs. W. reported, her daughter visited the detention facility only twice in her two years prison – and on both occasions mother and daughter were separated by thick glass windows in the visiting area. The visits were so upsetting to her daughter and mother that Mrs. W. decided that she should not be brought back to the facility again. Currently Mrs. W. is desperately worried about her 4-year-old daughter, and the trauma she was enduring because of the separation. 

Summary of background information on current government system:
Like many other activists and non-activists, in the country, though, the repressive Ethiopian government targeted her because of only speculation of being supporter of an opponent political party in the country. Mrs. W. was severely tortured. The torture Mrs W. and other similar innocent women in the country experiencing, such as, beatings, flogging, and rape are frequently reported by human right organisations. 
The current Ethiopian regime has institutionalized and brutally enforced politically motivated systematic ethnic discrimination in all sectors of society in the country. It reveals more the brutality of the government when gender based discrimination add on the ethnically narrow-minded rules of the regime. As the result of false allegation and accusation, today hundreds of women are tortured, imprisoned, raped and executed without fair trial.   

 According to enormous tangible sources, trials in political cases in Ethiopia are unfair and proceedings are very random and abandoned.  Hearings often last a few minutes, with defendants having no access to lawyers, no right to call witnesses in their defence and no right to appeal. The court's arbitrary judgements in political case were in contravention of internationally recognized standards regarding fair trials.
 
Conclusion:

OSGA believe that Mrs. W. would face a serious threat to her life and liberty if she was still in the country.  Accused of being a supporter of another political party, having been identified as an opponent, arrested and persecuted by the Ethiopian regime security forces, and having fled Ethiopia illegally, places her life and safety in danger. 
OSGA appeals to the Committee against Torture (CAT) and Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) for the sake of innocent peoples’ right, to continue to pursue the current Ethiopian government to justice for the deliberate occurrence of crimes against humanity, in the detention centers and prisons, under its administration system over the last two decades.  OSGA urge the Committee against Torture (CAT) and Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), to act immediately to stop the inhumane practice of the current Ethiopian regime, and respectfully request your voice to the call for the judicial enquiry, on the hundreds of thousands of human right violations that have taken place in the country. The Ethiopian government authorities and bodies who have been violating the human rights in the country must be forced to accept responsibility and face justice. 
