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Madame Chairperson,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I am very pleased to welcome you, on behalf of the Secretary-General, for the sixty-sixth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. My name is Nathalie Prouvez and I am the Chief of the Rule of Law and Democracy Section in RRDD, OHCHR’s Research and Right to Development Division. As former Secretary of two treaty bodies for 8 years, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, and the Human Rights Committee, I am particularly happy to be here and to address you today.  
I shall use the opportunity to provide you with brief information on some of the work of RRDD on children’s rights, including activities related to Human Rights Council mandates. Before doing so, I would like to mention some of the key events coming up during this session of your Committee and for the remainder of the year. 
25th anniversary of adoption of the CRC
As we move towards the 25th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in November this year, I wish to inform you that last week, on 20 May, the General Assembly decided to convene a high-level meeting on 20 November 2014 dedicated to celebrating this anniversary. Your Chairperson has been invited to address the high-level meeting at its opening session, together with a number of other senior representatives working in the area of children’s rights, including the High Commissioner. A panel discussion involving children is also envisaged in the General Assembly resolution. We hope that this high-level meeting will be an opportunity for States to renew their pledge to promote and protect the rights of all children around the world. 

Palestine accession

The celebrations for the anniversary will rightly highlight the fact that the CRC is the most ratified human rights treaty in history. It is a great pleasure, therefore,  to inform you that the State of Palestine acceded to the Convention and  to its Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in armed conflict, respectively on 2  and7 April this year. Both instruments have now entered into force, and   the State of Palestine became the 194th State Party to the Convention. I should add that it commendably acceded without reservation. There are now more States parties to the CRC than there are Member States of the United Nations. The accession to the Convention and the Protocol were part of a broader adherence process to treaties by the State of Palestine, including six other core human rights instruments.

Optional Protocol to the CRC on Individual Communications (OPIC) 

I am also very pleased to inform you that following ratification by Costa Rica, the Optional Protocol to the CRC on Individual Communications, the OPIC, entered into force on 14 April 2014. . The establishment, through the protocol, of an international individual complaints procedure and of an inquiry procedure, that were both sorely lacking, undeniably constitutes an important milestone both for the Committee and for rights-holders. The entry into force of the Protocol was marked by an event organized by the States that have ratified it and by the NGO coalition supporting the process. The Committee was represented by Mr. Cardona via video. 


Treaty body strengthening

Madame Chairperson,
Distinguished members,

As Your Committee is one of the first to convene since the successful completion of the treaty body strengthening process, I  would also like to provide you with an overview of the positive outcomes of this process for the CRC  and for the treaty body system as a whole. 

As you are aware, the General Assembly adopted resolution 68/268 on ‘Strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system’ on 9 April 2014. This resolution is historic. It addresses the triple challenges of a significant backlog, chronic under-resourcing and insufficient compliance by States parties with their reporting obligations. The resolution grants more meeting time and human and financial resources from the regular budget to treaty bodies as of 2015. It reaffirms the independence of members, increases the visibility and accessibility of the system and establishes a capacity building package to help States parties report and set up standing national reporting and coordination mechanisms. 

	The constructive contribution of treaty bodies and their Chairs to the process has been instrumental for the adoption of the resolution. As you are aware, there was a meeting with the Co-facilitators during the Informal Meeting of Chairpersons which took place in Washington in January 2014 and was attended by your Vice-chairperson, Mr. Benyam Mezmur. The joint statement issued after the informal meeting was shared with all Member States and undoubtedly influenced the consultations.  It was quoted by the Co-facilitators and by a number of delegations, as well as by the High Commissioner. The joint statement made by the Treaty Body Chairpersons in May 2013 also was kept in mind by all States during their negotiations.

	You will note that the resolution explicitly invites treaty bodies to align and harmonize their working methods. Areas of harmonization include the simplified reporting procedure, the constructive dialogue and the concluding observations as well as an aligned consultation process for the development of general comments. The resolution also requires the Secretary General to report every biennium to the General Assembly on progress in the efficiency and effectiveness of treaty bodies. 

In order to move forward in a coordinated fashion, it will be important for treaty body members to discuss both within and across Committees on the best way forward. 

In this context, I would like to recall the “Poznan Formula”, which captures the right balance between autonomy and unity within the treaty body system. It has been reaffirmed as a decision in each Annual Meeting of Chairpersons since its adoption, and reads as follows:

Chairpersons should be empowered to adopt measures on those working methods and procedural matters, which are common across the Treaty Body system and have previously been discussed within each of the Committees. Such a measure would be implemented by all Treaty Bodies, unless a Committee subsequently dissociates itself from it.
	
The fact that treaty body Chairpersons collectively took the lead in Addis Ababa in 2011 to self-regulate their own standards of conduct also constitutes a historical initiative.  It shows that treaty bodies are moving increasingly as a unified system and have the ability – as a system – to improve their work and reinforce their independence. 

On behalf of OHCHR, and as treaty bodies embark on implementing the positive outcomes of the General Assembly resolution,  I would like to encourage your Committee to continue to apply the Poznan formula. To seize the benefits conferred by the resolution, the forthcoming meeting of Chairpersons in June will consider three concrete areas for its implementation. These pertain to the simplified reporting procedure, the alignment of methodologies for the constructive dialogue with States parties, and a common format for short, focused and concrete concluding observations. Despite your busy schedule for this session, I understand that  you have set aside time for an in-depth discussion of the treaty body strengthening resolution, as well as the proposals for the June meeting of the Chairpersons. ON behalf of OHCHR, I would like to encourage you as you move forward with these discussions.


Developments on Human Rights Council matters

Madame Chairperson,

Let me turn to the work of OHCHR, in particular that led by the Research and Right to Development Division, in implementing Human Rights Council mandates relevant to the rights of the child. 

As you are aware, the Human Rights Council has been devoting particular attention to child rights in recent sessions. In March 2014, the Council held the annual day of discussion on children rights which focused on access to justice for children. A summary report of the debate will be made available to you during this session. We  are grateful to Ms. Renate Winter for her active participation in the inter-active dialogue. The annual day of discussion drew on an OHCHR report on access to justice for children (A/HRC/25/35). The report provides examples of good practices on how to empower children to claim their rights and to ensure a child-friendly legal system. 

At its March session, the Council decided that the theme for next year’s annual discussion would be “towards a better investment in the rights of the child”. It also requested OHCHR to prepare a report to guide its discussions on this issue. OHCHR will liaise closely with the Committee in drafting this report as you are also going to start your work on a draft General Comment on public spending to realize children’s rights. 

The issue of violence against children continues to attract significant attention within the UN system. Following the landmark 2012 joint report on prevention of and responses to, violence against children in the juvenile justice system drafted jointly by OHCHR, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime and the SRSG on Violence against Children, an intergovernmental process is underway to develop a draft set of model strategies and practical measures on the elimination of violence against children in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. In addition, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 25/10 in March 2014 on eliminating violence against children, sponsored by Algeria. OHCHR has been requested to organize a panel discussion on this subject and - again – will seek the expert input of the Committee. 

The upcoming June session of the Council will see two panel discussions relating to children: the first one on female genital mutilation and the second on child, early and forced marriage. The concept notes for both panels are included in your files.

Another major initiative on which OHCHR has been working during this year jointly with other partners, particularly WHO as well as members of the Committee, concerns the preparation of Technical Guidance on the Application of a Human Rights-Based Approach to the Implementation of Policies and Programmes to Reduce and Eliminate Preventable Mortality and Morbidity of Children Under 5 Years of Age. We thank Ms. Hiranthi Wijemanne for her participation in the Technical Guidance Advisory Group, jointly with a small number of child rights and health experts, and for having participated in a discussion with States in early April on this subject. This issue is of particular concern. Every year, more than 6.6 million children die, half of them from diseases that are preventable and treatable through simple and affordable interventions. In spite of the significant progress made in recent years to reduce under-five mortality, significant inequities between and within countries continue to exist. These are not only driven by poverty, but are intrinsically linked to social exclusion and de jure and de facto discrimination. Therefore, efforts to eliminate under-five mortality require a comprehensive and holistic approach, which explicitly recognizes and integrates relevant human rights standards. The Technical Guidance is currently being finalized. It will be launched during the Human Rights Council in September 2014.

Finally, Madame Chairperson, let me mention a side event on youth empowerment organized at the last session of the Council by 25 member States. Particular thanks are owed to Mr. Jorge Cardona for his participation. This exemplifies the increased interest in youth on the international agenda, and adds to the expert discussion on the rights of youth organized last year by OHCHR. It is expected that a cross-regional statement will be presented in the June session of the Council on the subject of youth.

Also in the context of youth empowerment, I would also like to flag the importance of the upcoming Day of General Discussion of the Committee to take place on 12 September 2014, and which will be dedicated to digital media and rights of the child.

Madame Chairperson,
Distinguished members,

Let me conclude by calling to mind the unresolved and traumatic situation of the Nigerian girls abducted by Boko Haram more than a month and half ago. This event has brought into focus – in probably the starkest manner imaginable – the ongoing and serious violations of children’s rights, and in particular girls, occurring in many parts of the world.  As we hope for a speedy end to this atrocity, it also compels us to redouble efforts to make the enjoyment of all human rights a reality for all children. 

I wish you a successful session.

Thank you.
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