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Since the United States last reported to the Committee in November of 2014, more evidence has been declassified that confirms that U.S. civilian and military officials, including psychologists, were involved in an international criminal program of torture.

1.  The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence publicly released a redacted version of their findings in December of 2014, providing further information and documentation of the role of two psychologists, John (Bruce) Jessen (Dr. Jessen) and James Elmer Mitchell (Dr. Mitchell), who designed, implemented, and personally administered a torture program for the U.S.

2. At the request of the American Psychological Association, attorney David Hoffman and colleagues confirmed in an Independent Review released in July of 2015 that senior American Psychological Association representatives had colluded with Department of Defense (DoD) officials to support policies that protected and preserved the ongoing participation of psychologists in harsh detention and interrogation operations, including torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

3.  Psychologist John Leso led the Behavioral Science Consultation Team at Guantanamo from June 2002 to January 2003. According to the 2008 Senate Armed Services Committee investigation, Dr. Leso, along with Paul Burney who was the psychiatrist on his BSCT team, devised, recommended, and implemented psychologically and physically harmful and abusive detention and interrogation tactics. Dr. Leso's  and Dr. Burney’s October 2002 BSCT memorandum directly formed the basis for the December 2002 authorization memo from Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, which gave approval to most of the techniques Leso and Burney had recommended. According to an article in the New York Times dated November 12, 2016, Dr. Burney verified “he and Dr. Leso took turns observing the questioning in 2002 of Mohammed al-Qahtani, who was accused of being an intended hijacker in the Sept. 11 attacks and, it later emerged, had a history of psychosis.” During the interrogations that Dr. Leso and Dr. Burney observed, Mohammed al-Qahtani was “menaced with military dogs, draped in women’s underwear, injected with intravenous fluids to make him urinate on himself, put on a leash and forced to bark like a dog, interrogated for 18 to 20 hours at least 48 times, and led to believe that he might die if he did not cooperate.”

4.  According to the allegations in a complaint brought by two victims and the family of a third victim who died from his torture, psychologists Mitchell and Jessen created a torture program, which was adopted by the CIA. Newly-released documents from June of 2016 describe in further detail the torture perpetrated by the CIA, as well as including a draft letter, copied to Dr. Mitchell, that the torture of Abu-Zubaydah “‘normally would appear to be prohibited under the provisions’ of the Torture Act. The draft letter is a ‘request’ that the attorney general ‘grant a formal declination of prosecution’ for torture.”

5. U.S. Government officials have left lengthy paper trails and have even admitted in their published memoirs to authorizing the torture program.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See, e.g., GEORGE W. BUSH, HARD DECISIONS 168-181 (2010) (“Had I not authorized waterboarding on senior al Qaeda leaders, I would have had to accept a greater risk that the country would be attacked.”); JOHN RIZZO, COMPANY MAN 181-191 (2014) (“Above all, I wanted a written OLC memo in order to give the Agency—for lack of a better term—legal cover.”). ] 


6. To date, there is no evidence that the State party has investigated any psychologist or any high level government official that was possibly involved in or in enabling acts of torture or ill-treatment. Nor has any torture victim received relief in any case brought before the United States Courts.
