
Excellency, Head of Delegation, distinguished authorities of the Kingdom of Lesotho, representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities of Lesotho, colleagues:
The information provided through the initial report marks a milestone in Lesotho's journey toward full compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
On behalf of this task force and the Committee as a whole, we welcome the honest responses and all the information the Delegation has offered during this constructive dialogue. 
We also look forward to receiving the additional written replies.
We wish to convey our recognition of the efforts made, such as the enactment of the Persons with Disability Equity Act of 2021. This constitutes a landmark in your legal framework, not only for initiating the process of legislative harmonization but also for eradicating ableism and the medical model of disability. 
In its place, it establishes a framework for the recognition of the human rights of persons with disabilities in Lesotho, on an equal basis with others.
To achieve such a framework, we remind the Kingdom of Lesotho of the need to:
· Repeal existing norms contrary to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including the reform of the Constitution;
· Eradicate, through awareness-raising, customs and practices that constitute discrimination against persons with disabilities, particularly those that endanger their physical integrity or their lives;
· Repeal laws, practices, and customs that are discriminatory toward persons with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities and persons with albinism, while paying special attention to the violence suffered by women and girls with disabilities in Lesotho;
· Ensure accessibility measures to promote mobility and independent living for persons with disabilities throughout the territory of Lesotho, and end forced institutionalization based on discretion and the stigmatization of persons with disabilities;
· Allocate an adequate budget for the implementation of the Disability Mainstreaming Plan across all sectors and, in particular, to ensure the effective functioning of the Disability Advisory Council.
This Committee will remain attentive to future reports and stands ready to guide the State Party in the achievement of all measures that will be conveyed as recommendations to the Kingdom of Lesotho.
The Committee hopes that the Concluding Observations to be issued shortly will be received as a strategic roadmap to be implemented in close consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities.
Finally, we remind the Kingdom of Lesotho that it can rely on this Committee and all stakeholders to guarantee the enjoyment and exercise of human rights by all persons with disabilities in your country.
Thank you very much.
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