Madam Chairperson, 

Distinguished Members of the Committee, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish, on behalf of the Mauritius Delegation, to express our sincere appreciation to the Committee for the opportunity given to us to engage in this interactive dialogue on the efforts undertaken by the Government of Mauritius to implement the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

I am confident that this review of the initial report submitted by the Government of Mauritius has provided a thorough insight and better understanding of the current administrative and legislative framework.  We also discussed measures including legislative changes which are in the pipeline and the implementation challenges both at Government and DPOs and civil society levels and thus the need for concerted, coherent and coordinated actions.
Madam Chairperson 


I wish to reassure that my delegation fully supports the work of this Committee, values highly its comments, observations and questions. We will consider the constructive suggestions including recommendations in the best interests of persons with disabilities including the situation of women and children with disabilities. 
We would welcome technical assistance and expertise in the areas in specific areas and have been engaging friendly countries in various areas such as development of the sign language dictionary, provision of specialized equipment to the disabled and acquisition of appropriate ICT friendly technologies which disabled user friendly and amendments to the existing legislation to bring our laws in conformity with the provisions of the Convention, to the extent practicable.
Madam Chairperson
Not later than Saturday last the Rt Honourable Prime Minister spelt out Government’s Vision 2030 with a focus on leapfrogging economic development and ensuring sustained economic growth. These measures are complemented by the policy edicts announced in the Government Programme 2015-2020 and the Budget Speech of this year.  In these endeavors, there is special consideration for the equal participation of all segments of our society including the seamless integration of disabled persons into mainstream society.  

In Mauritius we value the spirit of consultations that have always guided Government’s actions and we intend to pursue consultations with all relevant stakeholders in the interest of persons with disabilities.

Madam Chairperson
In conclusion, we wish to reaffirm our commitment to pursue collaboration and engagement with the Committee to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.

I thank you all for your attention.
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