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 (
This briefing describes the legality of corporal punishment of children in 
the Republic of Congo
. In light of the obligation under international human rights law to prohibit
 and eliminate
 all corporal punishment of children, the recommendations of the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children, 
and 
the recommendations of human rights treaty monitoring bodies
, we hope the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
will:
include 
the issue of corporal punishment of children in its List of Issues for 
the Republic of Congo
, in particular asking what measures have been taken to ensure 
that the prohibition of all corporal punishment of children is fully implemented and enforced
, and
recommend
 to 
the Republic of Congo 
that appropriate 
and ongoing 
public education and professional training on positive, participatory and non-violent forms of education and childrearing
 be carried out to support 
the 
prohibition
 of corporal punishment in childrearing and education and ensure its elimination in practice
.
)

Corporal punishment of children in the Republic of Congo
In the Republic of Congo, corporal punishment of children is prohibited in all settings, including the home.
Article 53 of the Law on the Protection of the Child (2010) states that corporal punishment may not be used to discipline or correct a child (“Il est interdit de recourir aux châtiments corporels pour discipliner ou corriger l’enfant.”) This explicitly prohibits all corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home. Article 107 states that persons who inflict cruel inhuman or degrading punishment on children are liable to the penalties in the penal code. Article 130 states that international conventions ratified by the Republic of Congo on the rights of the child are an integral part of this law; article 131 repeals all previous laws in conflict with the new law.

Recommendations by human rights treaty bodies
[bookmark: _GoBack]In its concluding observations on the state party’s initial report in 2006, in addition to recommending law reform to prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, the Committee on the Rights of the Child urged the Government of the Republic of Congo to carry out public educational campaigns on the harmful impact of corporal punishment, to promote positive, non-violent forms of discipline, to implement appropriate measures for the prevention, recovery and reintegration of child victims, and to provide child sensitive complaints mechanisms for children who are victims of violence including corporal punishment (CRC/C/COG/CO/1, paras. 37, 38 and 39).
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