

Thank you, Madam Chair,
Dear Colleagues, 
Honourable Head of the Delegation of Japan, Mr. KATAHIRA Satoshi,
May I begin my opening remarks by warmly welcoming the high-level delegation of Japan to the constructive dialog with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations in Geneva!
I thank very much the State Party for their comprehensive initial reports, and replies to the list of issues, raised by the Committee.
May I also warmly welcome the organisations of persons with disability of Japan and all persons with disabilities of Japan that are joining us today in this room in Palais Nations or are watching the dialogue online. 
I appreciate the quality of alternative reports of the organisations of persons with disability of Japan, provided to the Committee.
In addition, I would like to take opportunity and to pay tribute and express our gratitude to the most competent former member of the CRPD Committee from Japan, Professor Jun Ishikawa.
It is indeed my great privilege and pleasure to assume the role of Committee’s country co-rapporteur for Japan, together with my colleague Ms Miyeon Kim. 
Through ratifying the Convention in 2014, Japan has obligated to recognise the human rights model of disability as codified within the Convention. May I remind, the human rights model of disability entails full set of all kinds of human rights, including the fundamental rights such as freedom and equality. 
The respect for inherent dignity of persons with disabilities, for their autonomy, the recognition of persons with disabilities as equal part of human diversity and humanity, their full social inclusion and participation are the core of the human rights model of disability.
I’d like to commend the Government of Japan and acknowledge its efforts and measures taken to implement the Convention, particularly, the adoption of the Act for Eliminating Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, though it still needs to be made fully complying with the Convention,
And the adoption of the Act on Employment Promotion of Persons with Disabilities, prohibiting discrimination of persons with disabilities at workplaces, establishing employment quota in public and private sectors, including for persons with intellectual disability and for persons with intense support requirements, also obligating for reasonable accommodations at workplace. 
I also welcome the Act on the Provision of Lump-sum Compensation to Persons Who Received Eugenic Surgery, under the former Eugenic Protection Law.
However, on my capacity of a co-rapporteur of the report of Japan, I would like to draw your attention to some critical issues, as regards the implementation of the Convention in Japan.
The perpetuation of institutionalization of persons with disabilities, particularly, of persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, as well of persons who require more intense support, of children with disabilities and elderly persons with disabilities, in residential care settings raises serious concerns, as well as promotion of the huge institutionalization of persons with psychosocial disabilities in psychiatric hospitals, both public and private, instead of providing them freedom to choose their place of living in the community on equal basis with others and the required support, including mental health services, for them in the community.
Even more, I am very much concerned by the regress, observed as regards education of children with disabilities, when some national legislation, adopted after the ratification of the Convention, reiterate the discriminatory model of disability and promote special segregated education of children with disabilities, subjecting them to a medical assessment, resulting in the denial of inclusive education.
I am concerned, that ableist and eugenic attitudes are still actual in Japanese society. I consider, the Sagamihara stabbings in 2016, when 19 persons with disabilities were killed and twenty-six were injured, is not only the most tragic event, but the sign, that huge efforts must be taken to raise society’s awareness on the dignity and rights of persons with disabilities, that rights of all persons with disabilities, regardless impairment, must come among of the highest priorities in the human rights’ policy and agenda in Japan.
The constructive dialog between the CRPD Committee and the State Party is a great opportunity to identify all issues, that must be addressed as regards the full recognition of all human rights for persons with disabilities and to determine the course to follow in Japan. 
Madam Chair, Mr. KATAHIRA, I look forward to the fruitful and constructive dialogue today and tomorrow. 
