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LIST OF LEGAL ACTS, REGULATIONS AND MEASURES RELATED TO THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD ADOPTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA FROM 2016 TO 2018

· The Protocol Decision N 38 “On approving the list of measures and annual program on the protection of the rights of the child for 2017” adopted by the Government of the Republic of Armenia on September 29, 2016;
·  The Protocol Decision N 30 “On approving the 2017-2021 strategic programme for the protection of the rights of the child and the schedule for the implementation of its action plan” adopted by the Government of the Republic of Armenia on July 13, 2017;
·  The Protocol Decision N 41 “On approving the list of measures and annual program on the protection of the rights of the child for 2018” adopted by the Government of the Republic of Armenia on September 28, 2017;
· According to the amendments made to the Family Code  of the Republic of Armenia (Article 59 edited, supplemented by the Law Ho-10-N of 21 December 2017), the Article 59 to the Family Code has been reworded as follows: “In order to ensure the vital interests of the child (including if they are regularly subjected to physical violence that does not contain elements of crime provided for by the Criminal Code, to mental violence, namely, intentionally inflicting severe mental suffering, including the threat of physical, sexual violence, periodic humiliation of dignity), the parents or one of them may be deprived of parental rights as well as the parent is deprived of parental rights if he / she is convicted for a crime against his/her child,[footnoteRef:1]” [1:  https://www.arlis.am/DocumentView.aspx?docid=119023   ] 

· The Family Code of the Republic of Armenia has been amended (Article 53 edited, supplemented by Law HO-10-N of 21 December 2017) envisaging that “manners of upbringing of children must exclude use of physical or mental violence as a means of upbringing, as well as negligent, cruel, rude, degrading treatment, insult or exploitation.”
· In 2017, the Law of the Republic of Armenia “On prevention of domestic violence, protection of victims of domestic violence and restoration of peace in the family” was adopted, which enshrines the organizational and legal basis for the prevention of domestic violence, protection of victims of domestic violence, defines the concept of domestic violence, powers of competent bodies in the field of prevention of domestic violence, types of protection and grounds for their use. The Law also specifies the peculiarities of reconciliation between the victim and the perpatrator of domestic violence as well as the legal protection of information on the victims of domestic violence.
 In order to ensure the implementation of the Law “On prevention of domestic violence, protection of victims of domestic violence and restoration of peace in the family,” the following legal acts were developed and submitted to the Government in accordance with the established procedure:
· The Draft Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia “On defining the procedure for the centralized registration of cases of domestic violence;”
· The Draft Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia “On defining the exemplary model of the requirements for the shelters of victims of domestic violence, their staff, and of the financing agreement for the shelters of victims of domestic violence;”
· The Draft Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia “On defining the procedure for managing the account of temporary assistance provided to the victims of domestic violence;”
· The Draft Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia "On the procedure for setting up the functions of the Council for the Prevention of Domestic Violence" (approved by the Decision N 786-N of July 10, 2018);
· The Draft Decision of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia “On approving the personal staff of the Council for the Prevention of Domestic Violence” (approved by the Decision N1685-A of December 28, 2018). The first session of the Council for the Prevention of Domestic Violence took place on January 22, 2019.

	In order to ensure the implementation of the law, the following Orders of the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia were developed and approved:

· The Order N119-N of the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs of the Republic of Armenia “On approving the organization procedure and the rehabilitation program of persons who have committed domestic violence” (adopted on November 13, 2018), envisages the provision of social and psychological rehabilitation assistance to the persons who have committed violence, the program also aims at the restoration of his/her health, as well as at making him/her getting rid of harmful habits (alcoholism, drug addiction, poisoning, gambling) thus preventing him/her from recommitting violence. Moreover, the Order envisages the regime that regulates the organization of the rehabilitation procedure for the perpetrators of domestic violence;

· The Order N120-N of the Minister of Labor and Social Affairs (adopted on November 13, 2018) “On approving the procedure for organizing and implementing reconciliation between the perpatrator of the domestic violence and the victim of the domestic violence,” envisages the implementation of the reconciliation procedure between the victim and the peretrator. In addition, with the support of the international partner organizations, an independent expert group has developed the Draft Decision of the Government of the Republic of Armenia "On approving the procedure for multidisciplinary cooperation and guidance for the protection of victims of domestic violence", which is currently under the discussion.

· In 2018, the Communication Strategy for the prevention of domestic violence and the protection of the victims of domestic violence was developed, aimed at the effective and uninterrupted implemention of the state policy, programs, legal regulations and initiatives intended for the protection of victims of domestic violence and the prevention of domestic violence. [footnoteRef:2][footnoteRef:3] [2:  http://moj.am/storage/uploads/00._1.Curriculum-_ARM.pdf ]  [3:  http://moj.am/storage/uploads/00-Communication_strategy_ARM.pdf ] 


· In 2018, a training program was developed for public servants dealing with the issues of domestic violence, as a result of which they will acquire theoretical knowledge and practical capacities and skills about the main theoretical framework of domestic violence, domestic violence against children, specificities and local and international legal regulations of working with parties involved in domestic violence.





Interdisciplinary seminars and courses were organized, particularly:

· In order to develop approaches on the prevention of violence against children and child-centered approaches, trainings were organized on the peculiarities of the enforcement proceedings and the psychological impact with the participaion of children, the compulsory servants of the compulsory enforcement services of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Armenia, as well as the representatives of the territorial offices of the Social service of Yerevan, Guardianship and Trusteeship commissions.

· Based on the amendments to the Family Code of the Republic of Armenia, two-day training was organized among the specialists of the city of Yerevan in order to develop the skills of child-related specialists in the field of prevention of violence.

· In 2018, three-day conference was held with the participation of members of the Juvenile Justice Council and stakeholders to discuss issues of violence against children in Armenia, mapping out the prevention and response mechanisms.
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